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that the opposition to it would be even
stronger in the United States than in
Canada' We believe that the Tribune is
altogether in error in supposing tiat the
Canadian Govertnment lias made an offer
to the United States to establish uni-
form duties on both sidies of the fine.
Tiere ii a provision in the new tariff tlit
vhenev'er ihe United States either re-

peal or rednce the dnties on certain
articles, chiefly bredistuifs, coal, salt, but-
ter, cheese, lard, tallowv, meats and am-
ber, the Governor in Council may repeal
or reduce the cluties on sitmilar articles
inported into Canada. This is in sub-
stance a provision for the old reciprocity
treaty, but we do not understand that
any effort lias been maie to induce the
United States to take the necessary steps
to enable the Canadian Government to
adopt a neastire of reciprocity. The
Chicago Tribune wholly misapprehends
the policy of the Canadian Gover'nmîent,
and inay rest assuredi that there nover wvas
less probability of its favorite schenie of
a Zollverein than tihere is at this mronent.

ie Trib,ne Ijints ait. the possibility of re-
tallation an tle part. of the United States
with the view of' closing ils trade viith
Canada altogether, but acknowledges that
such a policy would lie unwarranted. WVe
confess tait, ai titougli England lias at least
a plausible pretext for conplaining or
our cfial policy, considering fbat sihe
adinits ail our products free of' duty, we
are unable to discover what the Uiited
States Can comptain of. Il has set us the
example of placingiigli duties on foreign
inports, ani yet it complains tlatweihave
follow'ed the exanple set us. Our duties
are much lover itan those of ouir neigh-
bor, and yet we are chargei wilh retalia-
tion and threatened ivith vengeance. The
tariff ve presume mtay now' be considered
finally disposed of. Mr. Mackenzie's
amendment, which wve shall copy et foot,
and which was carefuilly franied, was de-
feated by a vote of 136 to 53.

"ihhat, while tbis House is prepared to
"inke ample provision for the require-
"ments of the public service and the

maintenance of the public crelit, it
regards the scheme nowuder consider-
ation as calculated to distribute lune-
qually, and therefore njustly, the bur-
den of taxationi to divert capital fron

"its natural andi most profitable employ-
"ment to benefit special classes at the
c expense of the whole commun ity; tends
t toiwards reniering futile the costly
cand persistent efforts of the country to
"secure a share of i te immense and
"groving carrying trade of this continent,
"and to create an antagonism between

the commercial policy of the Empire

"and that of Canala that night lead to
"conseqtences deeply to be deplored.

CANADIIAN AND AMERLCAN COAL.

Some indications of an improvemen
are already discernible if ve inay jtdge
by hlie more hopeful toie that p)er--
vades business circles throughout the
Dominion. Thera is a confident looking
forward to more prosperous times - capital-
ists are begintning to consider the policy
of investmen ts in various industrial enfer.
prises, and couisiderable enquiry lias beei
directed to the uniral resources of
Canada, and to thi possibilities and best
meas for their developncît ; in short,
everywhere are perceived those iniitiatory
stages of imiproveinent condntcive to reit
progress and fill activity of the produîcing
forces. To expent a rushing torrent or
change would be absurd. Probably no
task of statesiansihiip is mîîore dillicult
tian that of adjtusting the duties on imi-
ports, with a viewv to the protection of
doinestic industry, vien lthe terif is the
main source of revenue, whîeni an in-
crease of revenue is indispensable, and
vien a nmltittde of conflicting interests

enter into the problei. This task be-
cornes still more intricate and arilons
wien, as in the case of Caniada, a vote of
the peopile has directed a radical change
of the taril policy of the Goveornment, a
change, mioteoverî,w'idch forces the colonial
dependency, for its own wvelfare, to restrict
its imiportations fro the motier country,
anîd îtay expose its legislation to bitter
opposition from that superintending
atholrity.

Coal and iron are tio of lte prodnets of
Canadai. liat seeu, under the nev tarit',
destiied to acquire ait iiimortance the
lack of protection never lcretofore per-
imitted thetm to obtain. The statement of
the immense supply, the rapid develop.
ruent, manufactures and commerce cannot
fait to attain under lie new fiscal policy
are subjects of toa great interest at the
present stage of the revival of our indus-
try to pass unnoticei.

The coal fields of the Dominion are said
to cover an area of 60,000 square miles,
an area more .than five times greater tian
that of the coal fields of Great Britaitn.
These depoilts comprise the anthracite
basins of- queen Charlotte Island, British
Columbia, the bituminous coal fields of
'Vancouver, N'e Brunswick andi Nova
Scotia, and- the lignite deposits in the
Saskatchewan, Pembina, Arthabitasca and
F'raser River. Confining outselves to the
most important coal fields and collieries of
the Dominion on the Atlantic seaboard,the
coal basins of Nova Scotia and Cape
Breton, ourpurposeis to examine whelter

the protection given to Canadin coal
by the lie' tin' is in apositioni ti i he

iîiterests of the Westerna provinces, air il,
other ternis, is the Cantadiai coal of the
Atlantic shore equal in qtality ta ilih
inported ireign e ? Is its produtc-
finit cieuap anItouglh to comIpete vith adl-
vaniitage, and catn th tranîsportation inilind
place the NovaScolieaio Cape Bretoll coal
at the vlairves af the consuminig western
cities on a level w'itl the Ohio or Plenn-
sylvania production ?

l'lie inports of foreign coals during last
year aiounted to 895,380 tolis, of a value

of $3,054,46 dividei as follows:
Tots. Value.

Antiracite Coal......127,196 $ 330,558
ilitumiinouis I ...... 736,447 2,638,637
Other Coal ...... 31,7.7 85,051

895,380 53,0541,846
Averaging $2.59 per ton on thé 127,191
tots iniorted fromi Great Brtitain iii
$3.57 ai the 730,47 otns importel frot
the United States.

The collieries of Nova Scotia and Cape
Breton, possessed of all the conveniences
imtost.coiuticive to vorkingand tradig in

coal, htLve ait annual capacity of 2,200,000
tots, and their ouptit last year was o ly
927,426 tons, ofwhihel 343,082 tons, iaving
a vaie of S1,216,953, vere exported to the
United States, at an average valite of
$3.54 pet' toit. The balance of the ouit-
put 584,344 tons, was addei to the con-
snnption of the country, amnounting thus
vith the imports to 1,479,724 toits.

hlie nmtinerons analyses of Canadien
caial, and the report of the Selcet CÔna-
muttee of lthe Iloîse of Comtions in 1877,

art coal and international tradle, deinon-
strate itat the production of Canada is
in many respects equal to the imported
article. hlie gas coipanies of Montreal
and Ottawra do not use any other coal,
and it answers, according to the report of
the Canal Conmissioners, " steam pur-
poses most adnirably." 'flic cost of pro-
ducing coal shows favorably iien coin-
pared vith that of other countries. Last
year the actual cost in England was, in
Durham S1.23 per ton, and in Northun-
berland $1.40. in the United States, the
output of the .Blossburg bituminous coal
mines in Pennsylvania .was 182,107 tons,
and its cost per tot was $1.02; in 26 bitumi-
nous collieries in the county of Alleghany,
fhe cost per ton was 99 cents i and in
Nova Scotia, at the Glace Bay mtines, the
cost per ton was only 95 cents. Conse-
quently coal can be produced as cheaply
in Nova Scotia as in the Uinited. States.

A statement of the prices of the princi-
pal coals coming from the -United States
at present used in Toronto may serve. t


