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ing the following spring and summer. The Petuns, 
however, owing to their isolation from the Hurons 
proper, hoped that the enemy would pass them by. 
But this hope was vain; Huron captives had assured 
Father Ragueneau that the Iroquois were on the

point of attaching the Petun villages. 
This information excited his fears; 
the prudent superior felt that, in the

The Iroquois 
massacre

crisis at which the affairs of the mission had arrived, 
it would be unwise to expose the lives of the two 
Fathers, Gamier and Chabanel, at Etharita, and he 
sent an order to the latter to return at once to St. 
Joseph’s Island. He set out early on December 5th ; 
two days later the Iroquois swooped down on Etha
rita while the main body of the Petun warriors were 
absent; they slaughtered Father Gamier and most 
of the inhabitants, and reduced the town to ashes. 
Evidently unware of this catastrophe, the heroic 
Chabanel continued his own journey. While passing 
through St. Mathias he remarked to Father Gar

reau, “I know not why obedience 
calls me back, or whether I shall be 
permitted to return to my post; but
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whether or no, I shall persevere and serve God even 
unto death." Accompanied by six or seven Chris
tian Hurons, he quitted St. Mathias on the morning 
of December 7th, and travelled six long leagues over 
a difficult road. He was overtaken that night in 
the thick of a forest, and while his fellow-travellers 
were asleep and resting, Chabanel remained awake 
and prayed. Towards midnight he heard a noise, 
accompanied by songs and shoutings, which evidently


