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each Province, the floating population of the cities, the students, the
labourers and clerks, either unemployed or threatened with dismissal,
have supplied more soldiers than the farmers. Does it mean that the city
dwellers are more patriotic than the country people? or that the new-
comers from England are better Canadians than their fellow-citizens of
British origin, born in Canada? No; it simply means that in Canada, as
in every other country, at all times, the citizens of the oldest origin are
the least disposed to be stampeded into distant ventures of no direct con-
cern to their native land. It proves also that military service is more re-
pugnant to the rural than the urban populations.

There is among the French-Canadians a larger proportion of farmers,
fathers of large families, than among any other ethnical element in Ca-
nada. Above all, the French-Canadians are the only group exclusively
Canadian, in its whole and by each of the individuals of which it is com-
posed. They look upon the perturbations of Europe, evén those of
England or France, as foreign events. Their sympathies naturally go to
France against Germany; but they do not think they have an obligation
to fight for France, no more than the French of Europe would hold
themselves bound to fight for Canada against the United States or Japan,
or even against Germany, in case Germany should attack Canada with-
out threatening France.

English Canada, not counting the blokes, contains a considerable
proportion of people still in the first period of national incubation.
Under the sway of imperialism, a fair number have not yet decided
whether their allegiance is to Canada or to the Empire, whether the
United Kingdom or the Canadian Confederacy is their country.

As to the newcomers from the United Kingdom, they are not Cana-
dian in any sense. England or Scotland is their sole fatherland. They
have enlisted for the European war as naturally as Canadians, either
French or English, would take arms to defend Canada against an aggres-
sion on the American continent.

Thus it is rigourously correct to say that recruiting has gone in in-
verse ratio of the development of Canadian patriotism. If English-speak-
ing Canadians have a right to blame the French-Canadians for the small
number of their recruits, the newcomers from the United Kindom, who
have supplied a much larger proportion of recruits than any other ele-
ment of the population, would be equally justified in branding the Anglo-
Canadians with disloyalty and treason. Enlistment for the European
war is supposed to be absolutely free and voluntary. This has been
stated right and left from beginning to end. If that statement is honest
and sincere, all provocations from one part of the population against the
other, and exclusive attacks against the French-Canadians, should cease.
Instead of reviling unjustly one-third of the Canadian people — a popu-
lation so remarkably characterised by its constant loyalty to national
institutions and its respect for public order, — those men who claim a
right to enlighten and lead public opinion should have enough good faith




