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tlie people around us, yet have we fellowship with a

couDtless host, Avhose tents are spread throngliont all

the Avorld, whose voices are heard in one nnitcd strain

of prayers and praises in the courts of the Lord's

House, and whose bands of love and unity are being

drawn increasing!}^ closer every day. The world is

everywhere full of excitement, eager after progress,

and plear-ed with novelty :

" Human kind rejoices in the might

Of mutability."*

But the Church of Christ, like her great Head, is,

in all her great principles of faith and doctrine, " the

same yesterday, to-day and for ever."f Slie may be

rich or poor, settled or missionary, persecuted by a

Diocletian, or served by a Theodosius, but still her

identity as a spiritual body is maintained, her faith

unchanged, " built upon the foundation of the Apos-

tles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being himself the

cliief corner-stone." Nor shall the principles of " Apos-

tolic Order and Evangelical Truth," by which we
stand, now fail, though the light be quenched in one

or more of its present candlesticks. The Church of

the Reformation, in which we are alike partakers, for

awhile insular, shut up within the four seas that en-

circle the British Isles, now has her home in every

quarter of the world. She embodies facts which are

known and recognized. She appeals both to the Bi-

ble as the foundation, and to Catholic testimony as

the living witness of " the faith once delivered to the

saints." She has gone forth, and been planted and

taken root in this Mighty Empire, in our English North

Ameiican colonies, in the East and West Indies, in

Wordsworth. + Heb. xiii. 8.


