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and therefore (hews no defeat in the laws

of cither. But it is neverthelefs a breach of

civil manners and literary juftice; neithercan

it be any apology, that becaufe the countries

are at war, literature fhall be entitled to xle-

predation^.
'

,

But the foreftalling the Abbe's publication

by London editions, both in French and

Engliili, and thereby not only defrauding

him, and throwing an expenfive publication

on his hands by anticipating the fale, are

only the fmallcr injuries which fuch con-

dutSt may occafion. A man's opinions,

whether written or in thought, are his own,

till hepleafesto publifh them himfelf j and

it is adding cruelty to injuftice, to make him
the author of what future reflection or better

information might occafion him to fuppref$

or amend. There are declarations and fenti*

nients in the Abbe's pie^e, which, for my
own part, I did not expedl to find, and fuch

• Thejlafe of literaiure in /^mericn, muft one day become afuh-
jtti of U^\Jliith)e conJicUrat'irjii, Hitherto it has been a difinterefied

vo/iifitter in the ftrvice of the Rtvolutian, and no man thought of
profits : but ivltn peacefhallgive time anil opportunityforfludy^
the country 'o.'ill deprive itfclf of the honour and fervice of letters

t

and the iinprrvement ot fciencf^ unlefs fufficitnt laivs are made to

prevent dipredations on literary property. It is well •worth remark'

ing, that Riffta, ivho but a fcrv years o^rt <wai fcarctly infw*
in I'-urope, o'U'es a lar^eflMirc of her prefetit greatnefs to the clofe

attention fhe has paid, and the ivife eticuuragement fhe hasgiven

to every branch of fcience and learning ; and ive have almditht

fame inflance in France, in the reign of Louit XJl^» '"' ^ '
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