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A UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY.

FRANCE.

CHArTKR I.

GENERAL ASPKCT-S.-THE C(JUNTHY AND ITS INHABITANTS.

OkOOHAI'UIC'AI, PosniON.—0KOI,(KiY.*

RANGE occupies a medium extent amongst those countries of the

world which have played a distinct part in politics and in the

history of civilisation. Smaller in area than either China, Russia,

the Brazils, or the United States, it is nevertheless far more con-

siderable than that of either Greece, Portugal, Switzerland, Holland,

or even of England, all of which have left their mark upon the march of human

history. Scarcely covering the 22oth part of the habitable portion of the globe,

its dense population liiwi nevertheless enabled it to ploy a part quite out of propor-

tion to its area.

It would be presumptuous if wn claimed on behalf of France a sort of moral

hegemony amongst the nations of the world. Still, within the comparatively

small territory bounded by the Alps and Britany, by the l^yrenees and Vosges,

there have taken place events whose influence has made itself felt to the farthest

corners of the world. In arts and science France has found worthy rivals since

the beginning of this century, and there are other nations which claim to march

at the head of civilisation. But this merely proves that the area of the civilised

world has been enlarged—that there are other nations capable of givinj^ birth to

initiatory movements. But France has at all times performed her share of this

work of human progress, and looking to the influence which her ideas have

exercised throughout the world, it would ba diflicult to conceive a future history

of nations with France blotted from the map of Europe. To a very large extent

* Dufrenoy et flk de Beaumont, <' Memoires pour servir & une Description geologique de la

France."
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