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little discontents and grumblings created by the

misrepresentations of certain disappointed politicians

and ambitious men of all parties, who expect to gain

popularity by becoming grievance-mongers. Much
has been done, and a great deal still remains to be

done in the way of reform, here as elsewhere. But

there never was any just cause or motive in that

insane cry for " annexation "" to the United States,

which was raised some years ago, and by the tories,

too, of all people in the world ! The " annexation
"

mania can now only be regarded as indicative of the

last expiring struggle of a domineering party—it

would not be correct to call it a political party

—

which had so long obstructed the progress of Canada

by its selfish and monopolising spirit, when it foimd

that its reign had ceased for ever.

Great sacrifices have been, and will be made, by

men of loyalty and principle in support of institutions,

which are justly dear to every Briton and to every

freeman ; but this feeling necessarily has its limits

among the mass of mankind ; and the loyalty of a

people must be supported by reason and justice. They

should iiave good reason to believe that their institu-

tions are more conducive to happiness and prosperity

than those of all other countries. Without this con-

viction, loyalty in a people who have by any means

been deprived of the power of correcting the abuses of

their government, would be hiudly rational. Cana-

dians now have that power to its full extent. Why,

then, should we not be loyal to the constitution of

our country which has stood the test of ages, purifying

n

H-


