
IGI lilHTOIlICAL SKETCH.

aftor cortaiii Icttors as a ^'cneral vorhul oiuling. A
teiKlcncy to hrin^' in French words to sup))ly

(k'licicncies in the redut'cd Kii;^'Iisli vocabulary ])t\^ins

to show itself.

w. 77/'! Pi'rlntl of FnU Dci'doimutui.—The most
marked feature of this period, into which great

changes ar«i crowdeil, was an enormous influx of words
taken iVoiu the French. ^Tany of these iin])ortation.s,

brought in to meet a teni])orary necessity, did not take

permanent root in our langu;ige. Still, enough remain
to form a very important element of Modern I'Jiglish,

and to make our language i)articulai'ly rich in

such .synonym.^, as, (in.^n'cr^ ri'-^jxnid ; ]iiiiih'i\ pra-

vciif ; hrarc.^ rnjidnf, tV:c. This extensive intro-

duction of French words did not result fr^m
accidiMit, nor from the special tastes of particular

authors. We have seen tliat the langunge had been

denuded by an irresistible process of many of the

terms tending to tit it for a literary medium.
But it no longer lay under a ban. Tlu' Teutonic

element of the nation had triumphantly asserted its

ascendancy. Tiie nobility and gentry had at h^ngth

recognized and accepted English as the national tongue.

What could be more natural than that the.^^e cultivated

classes, among which literature would chieily circmlate,

should seek to supply from familiar sources the

deliciencies of their iHiwdy acquired language? Nor
was the introtluction of F^'ench words conlined to

the language iiUiferdture. In the changed life of this

new era, social barriers which had stood for ages were

broken down ; there was a freer intiu'course among the

various grades of society, and the language of the

comnu)n peoi)le becami^. enriched with many terms

which the ruling classes imjiorted from the tongue

which they had so long spoken. But this {>rocess of

incorporation must not be nnsunderstood. The
French words, most of them really of Latin origin,

which became a permanent part of our language, did
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