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10 NEW-BRITAIN, &c.

to the fcvcral adventurers in fcarch of a N.VV.

paffage to China, &c. which projc6^ began to

be much in agitation in the fixteenth century.

Forbifher, Giibect, Davis, Hudfoq, Button,

Baffin, Munlc, Fox, James, Middleton, and,

]aftly,Moor, have fucceilively embarked in the

perilous undertaking,—but in vain ; amongfl:

whooi, however, he that feeins to have made

the greatefl; progrefs was Hudfon, in a voyage

performed in the year i6io*. For that vi-

gpirqus exertion to ferve his country, he de-<

ferved a better fate than befel him ; of which

the prefent fubjedl leads to a brief recital.

This Ikilful and determined navigator Hrd

entered the ilraights and bay which to this

day bear his name, and explored a great'

part of the coaft; but, though hitherto

unfuccefsful in feeking the defired paiTage,

he was not hopekfs, nor difmayed by the

many diiHculties he had met with, and de-

termined to perfevere in his endeavours the

next year. With this view he wintered (it

is faid) in the latitude of 52 deg. N. which is

beyond comparifon more rigid in thoie parts

* Mr. Hudfon had befor.e made three voyages to the

N. on difcovery, in on? Qjf which h? penetrated into the

toude of 8o| deg, .
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