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A.T THE BRIDGi.

GARCI PEKEZ
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The alarm was given ; the Christian cavaliers liastened to the
rescue of their companions in arms ; squadron after squadron
pressed to the field, the Moors poured out re-enforcements from
the gate ; in this way a general battle ensued, which lasted a
great part of the day, until the Moors were vanquished and
driven within their ,valls.

There was one of the gates of Seville, called the gate of the
Alcazar, which led out to a small bridge over the Guadayra.
Out of this gate the Moors used to make frequent sallies, to

fall suddenly upon the Christian camp, or to sweep off the flocks

and herds about its outskirts, and then to scour back to the
bridge, beyond which it was dangerous to pursue them.
The defence of this part of the camp was intrusted to those

two valiant compeers in arms, Garci Perez de Vargas and Don
Lorenzo Xuarez ; and they determined to take ample revenge
upon the Moors for all the depredations they had committed.
They chose, therefore, about two hundred hardy cavaliers, the
flower of those seasoned warriors on the opposite side of the

Guadalquivir, who formed the little army of the good Master
of Santiago. When they were all assembled together, Don
Lorenzo put them in ambush, in the way by which the Moors
were accustomed to pass in their maraudings, and he instructed

them, in pursuing the Moors, to stop at the bridge, and by no
means to pass beyond it ; for between it and the city there was
a great host of the enemy, and the bridge was so narrow that

to retreat over it would be perilous in the extreme. This order

was given to all, but was particularly intended for Garci Perez,

to restrain his daring spirit, which was ever apt to run into

peril.

They had not been long in ambush when they heard the dis-

tant tramp ot 'he enemy upon the bridge, and found that the

Moors were upon the forage. They kept concealed, and the

Moors passed by them in careless and irregular manner, as men
apprehending no danger. Scarce had they gone by when the

cavaliers rushed forth, charged into the midst of them, and
threw them all into confusion. Many were killed or overthrown

in the shock, the rest took to flight, and made at full speed for

the bridge. Most of the Christian soldiers, according to orders,

stopped at the bridge ; but Don Lorenzo, with a few of his

cavaliers, followed the enemy half way across, muking great

havoc in that narrow pass. Many of the Moors, in their panic,

flung themselves from the bridge, and perished in the Guadayra ,*
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