
ALL MiOVM) Till': HAY OF I'MSSAMAUlODhY 'M

to)mf»m)>ln(' ntuiics, Ti«'liui(rsHU<.'}i('sti()n iiKluccd iiic.uliilc study-

in;; tl)(! (liiiloct, to list(Mi to tlu^ opinions of cnpiiltlc hxliiins \vli(>ii

r ro((Ui!st(!<l tlicin to intcritn.'t ii scries of" tlicsf nuincs. Msmy
inturpn'tiitions tiiiis oUtainod vvcvt. so crudf iind un^riiniiniiti(i

tliiit tlicy could not l)()sustiiin"d torn nioincul; l»ut tlu' niiii»»iity

of those rcstin}^ on a correct lin^Miistic Imsis disclosed the fact

that th(!y an^ mostly compound nouns and condtinations eitlusr

of two Huhstantives or of an adjective an<3 a sulistantive, with

the suhstantivf standing' last. In the first case, the noun stand-

ing Ili'Ht is Homctinicf coiniect(!d with the noun standing second

hy the easts-sullix /,as in Kdu'ki nrni'ku. Ihrr ixImuK iVom f-duk. f

deer. 'I'he local names around the hay mostly ntl'er to the watery

t'loment, lor the terms hfdi-Jt, xnnil-hur, cllj)', luichi/ s/mrc, IhIhihI,

hcddhind, point, hnij and Cdrc, riirri'nt and riiiijt'h'iirc make up
almost the whole terminology of the region. The frequent end-,

ing -k (-ilk, -tk, -rtk, -dk) sometimes nuirks the plural of a nouuV

considered as aninnite, l»ut more iVeipUMitly it is the Innitlrr nisc- \

endiuff ohserved in all Algonkinian dialects under vari(tus forms.

This case-.suflix corresponds minutely to our prepositions at, in,

on, vpaii, (it the pidcc or upot of. It also ohtains in the l'enol)scot

and Milieite dialc(;ts; hut in the south W(!st coriK-r of Maine occur

a numher of geographic names in -rl. -it, -.' which approximates

the dialect in which they originate to that of Massachusetts and

of Kliot's Bihle. So we meet there with names like .\t)adasset,

llarriseekit, >hinset, Millinoket.()gun<iuit, i'ejepscot (Sheepscot),

Wehhamiet, and Wiscasset. The name l*enohs(;ot cannot he ad-

duced here, for its original form in that dialect is I'anawampskek,

*' where tlie conical rocks arc." **

The [iididn nnmcs of (elevations, rivers, and localities are in

this article spelt in a scientiHt; alphal)et in whicdi the vowels

possess the value of anil are [tronounced as they are in the lan-

guages of the European continent.* To readi-rs it will soon ap-

l)ear how inconsistently the Indian names were rendered hy the

American and Britisjli natives in their pronunciation and how
often partsof them weredropped entirely. These Indian names

are generally easy to pronounce for Americans; still, Algonkin-

ian dialects have a tendency to droj) vowels when standing l»e-

tween consonants at the heginning of words. This cau.ses a

peculiar difficulty of utterance, and makes some of them unj)ro-

nounccahle to a majority of English-speaking people.

*g Is always liarrt and i 1ms tlie soiiiul of e in bucket.


