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ever since, and mainly, toe. for tin- promotion of the Koman C'alliolir iaith.'

Now, in \\vw ot" these facts, what, we ma\" ask, becomes of the tic:ions an<!

assnmplions stateil in the |)ieaml)le ot'tlie Act? Whence is deriviul tlie ///e/v// M;;lit

of \\w jjix'sent Societ)' of jc-n^ to the estates foileitt-d h\- a foimci oiu-, whirli was

clissoUcd, not hy tlu' inil;.;ment of ,\ny I'lott'-^lant tribnn.d.hnt 1)\ tiial of thi- 1 'ope of

Konu', its superior and infallil)le head.i \\ luTe is thi'^ri)und lor coinpiMis.ilioii ?

M. Mert-ii'r admits that it rest> on no l";4al ri|.du ; and as the tiiists att.uinn;; to

the propert)' liavc been carried out, where is thi' eijuitable or moral riL;hi;-' And how

has he met the objections to his proccedtin;;^ basrd on the principle which his

predeccsstirs helped to establish \\ hill they vntt'd for tiu- si-cul.iri/.itioii nf the

Cler<^f\' Reserves ? What is there in the ( a>t' of thr b'suils to cnm inpl lluin troin

the operation wt tl'^at principle? Is ii that their ethics are supi-rior to those of

the Chiu'ch oi" I'av^land, whoM' eiid'iwnieiits ui-re tak'en from theni .' Is it the

sni)erior moralite ^y'i their nuiiduT^ ; Is it the fict that the\' own no allegiance

to the sovereign of these realms -that lhe\- aie, in the I'Xti'emest sense o! the

te'rms, forci,i,'nei.s and .dieiis, not to s.iy eiumi' s, to the conunonwi-alth ? Is it

that on the testnnon}' of jjrofes'^iirs of their own t:re'ed they ha\e been e\er\-

uliere i)olitical intriL^ueis, disturbers of the public peace, destroyeis of domestic

happiness and domestic ties? Is it that with all their t dent for or,t4ani/ati"n, t he

self sacrifice and self ilevotion of indi\'idu.d members, their _L;reat mis-<ioiiar\'

elforts (those brii^ht pa;_;es in their hislM|\) have been failun-s— failures as \ast

as were the elTorts tlic;_\' made? !•'< r we know that . despite the heroism and

talents of a Francois Xavier, the mart)-rtlom of a liit'bcuf or a Lallemand, und ot

Innulrcds f)f kindred spirits whose l)ones lie scatte'ri'd o\cr North and South

Ann.-rica, India, China and Jaj).in, the suin of their work, so far as the elevation

or ,id\ aiiceinent of the human race is concerned, is everywhere and alwa\'s

failure— failure, ahsolute and complete. What jirstificati )n has the Premier ol

Ouebcc shown lor his illegal and possil)l\' treason. dile iii\'itation to the !'o[)e()f

Rome to exercise JLirisdiction over i)ro[)erl\' in this I )omiiiion ? A nil, linall)-. what

ri^^dit h.is he shown to take from tlu- I'ro\ince ot"(Juebec. either bom the Roman
C'ath olic m.ijoiit)' or the Trotestant miiiorit}-. ,in\- sum of iiir)ne)', i^reat or small,

to cnd.ow an\' religious corj'xiration at the e.\pense of either one or the other ?

The j)ropert\- in (iue,stion is the property of \.\\v v\hii|e l'r(n'ince, j^dvcn to it,

and held !:>)• it for nearly a centiu')-, for the pur|)ose of education. To -'il'p')'

it, or any {)ortion o\' it, to endow an\' reli;_;iiais bod\', is a direct robbin<f of the

people, and especially of the Protestant iiiiiioritx', even thoUL^h the latter are

offered a bribe f)r their ac(iuiescence, to be raised by ,i tax laid upon themselves
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* How (liUcri'iUlv ini.uht tlu' liritish (Iumi i,iii(tit l);i\i' ,u ted li.id ilics- i.ikcn into acidimt tln' pa.-^i

hist(ir) ami tlu' lirc\ii)iis ( niiiliict ol lliosc \ulli whiiiii tlii'v were (Iciliii'-; li.ad llic\ icmi'tnlurijcl tiic

Jesuit plots ajjaiiisl (Jiue-n l-li/alicth, the ( iimpowilcr I'lut, ami tlu' inccss.int mtri^^ucs nl l.'itcr yrars

had thfv paid heed tc the dark niiiKus whiih .-issoci.atcd the |csiiits with the ass.issiuatioii ol ileiiry

the I'ouith, the massacre ol St li.irtholniinnv
. the iiiiirder ot \\illi;im the Silent, ;ind e\en theile.ith of

l'o[ie (leincnt, 1)) ulioin 'hi'\' had been suppressed ; or e\cii if, discard int,' all these as idle tides, they

had jiid^i'd the Societ)- by its own iii.t\im, the adinitleil rule of all its policy "Cum finis i-sl luitii

etuim media sunt lirila " tlie IriLihtln! :md horrihU di.'mor.di/iii'-; iiriiu ipie iliat the end justilies the

means I
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