
EMIGRATION.

THE NJCrESSfTY FOB EMId h'AT/OX IliOM Elllorh:. rllOM

A GENE ItA I. VIEW.

While tbe stateauien of Great Uritai'i n-id

Ireland, and the whole of Europe, for i.>dt

matter, are grappling with the dilUcuUios in

the w.y of restoriug contentment in the over*

populated districia of the Old World, to a

disinterested spectator on the American con-

tinent, the path is clear enough. Legislation

that abates the price of rents, that occasions a

diviaion of lauded estates, among the ten m-

try, that encouiages the growth of minufjic-

turea and industries in general for wiiich

there may be a spasmodic demand, may b. iter

the condition of the poorer classes of the

Eastern Continent, and paliate suflerin^' for

the time, but all agencies comMned oan

afford no permanent relief. The&e countries

are ovor-populated, and emigration is the

only permanent cure. In Europe, with its

3,800,000 square miles of territory, inclu ling

its great area of northern inhospitable cliiaate

and unproductive soil, there are no lass than

300,000,000 of living beiaga ; or after mak-

ing an allowance for bad land, lakes, rivers,

townsites, etc., about 150 souls for tvery

square mile (640 acea) of arable soil, and

taking all th^ circumstances into account,

those who have given the subject any measute

of attention must conclude, the agricultural

area is too limited lor the consequent drain

upon its resources. But wlile this is the

•^ase with Euroite in a general way, it u more

parti>:ularly truu of tho.se [lortioiis ot it, Great

Britain and the couutriis on the Atlantic in

wnosc welfare the peoplj of the Western

continent are more particularly interested,

in this connection, a comparison of areas and

population of the BritisLi Isles may not be out

of place,
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England and W.ileH. . . .22,700.000 .^.8,320

;,cw.tiaud 3,360,t)0() .30.685

Ireland 5,450,UUU J 1,874

Total 31,510,000 120,879

After deducting for bad laud, !ik' s, rivers,

towusites, roids, etc., it will be seen from

thi.4 table there are upwards of 100 pc pie in

I thv'se countries for every 640 acres uf arable

:
soil, or one to every six acreb- It is tiuo that

in England a large per centage of t!i.' popH-

' latioH is supported by imports* paid loi by the

' proceeds ot manufaclurt-s, but the s^m can-

' not be said of the other i-slands const itutiug

j

tbc Kingdom of Great Britain. ': i:e tablf

! furnished shows that in Ireland, \>:.c:e ih.)

p;'ople are most essentially agriculliuMi, there

are but two acres of land for ev^ry living

being, and unless emigratitu is encouraged iu

every laudable, practicable way, this .statu of

thiii<'8 must grow worse ijsUad of bet:tr.
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