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Mr. Brown concludes liis report on tlic Coal fields of Wasliiug-

ton Territory as follows

:

That llien- is <,'oo(l roiil iiiiiversally diffiist'd, in (|iiantities inoxliaiistibU. and
^fencrally accfssible for tranHiiovtation, wmnut be doubtt^d.

The U. rf. Land Commissioner, lion. Joseph S. Wilson, in his

report for lH(jf), said :

Tlie Ndrtht'vn I'acilic! nfVcrs a pretty safe fjiiarnntee npainst those forniidahio
obstructions from snow which the more soutliern route luis already experienced.
The un<levebtl>ed resources of this Company are attracting tlio attention of

capitalists, its huuh'd subsidy is double tiial of the L'nion Pacific Road. Coni-
l)anitiv( ly a very small portion of this line runs throuf^fh an elevated region,
(joviii'uor Stevens

|

who repeatedly passed over the route of the Northern Pacific

Railroad, and studied it in all its asp(>cts
|
was of the opinion that»*«^ more than

mie-fifth of the landfrom Red Hirer fx I'ni/ei Sound in ununited to cultivation, and
that thin fifth inlarf/el)/ mude up of tnounta>.iK covered with hunch ijrasH and vahie-

id)le tiinfte'r and filled with preciom metaln. It is evident that an immense agri-

cultural area is here awaiting developnu'ut. The gi'eat wheat-growing regions
on the left bank of the Upper Massouri promise speedy settlement upon the
opening of iin avenue tV)r the transportation of their i)roducts to market. Hach
section of l!ie Road as it is completed, will, from local trafHc alone, find ample
returns for its investnu'ut.

The Neio Yorh World in a long article on the Northern

Pacific Railroad, refcrcd to its land grant as follows :

—

Doubtless this road will be a great benetit to the region through whicli .'t

passes, opening it nj) to immigration and enterprise ; but although it is now loo

late to ^jrotest against .-uch an enormous grant, it may be (piestioned whether
it is a right policy to lavish empires on private corporations. It of course in-

sures the rei)ayment of the money invested in building this road, for while there

is not a single' case on record of the first mortgage bonds of one of our large

railroads not being met at maturity, it xeemx an if it xrere beyond the limits of
dishonesti/ or maladministration to imperil the honds secured hij this fjrant.

PosT OF Road,

W. Milnor Roberts, in his special Report of Reconnoisance of

the Route of the Northern Pacific Railroad, estimated the cost at

$42,638 per mile. My limited spa ^e will not admit of giving

more than a brief extract, the report tself will bo cheerfully fur-

nished on application. He says :

—

In making this estimate, T assume that the graded road-bed, bridges, culverts,

etc., are to be such as we fmd on our tirst-class roads ; and that the track is to

be thoroughly constructed, with rails of sixty pounds per lineal yard, put to-

gether with the most imin-oved joint-ties, and completely ballasted with gi'avel

or broken stone.*******
The highest gi-ound encountered between Lake Superior and the Missouri

river, at the mouth of the Yellowstone, is only 2.300 feet above the sea, the low
summit of the Rocky Mountains is but little over r)000 feet, and the Bozeman
pass, through the Belt range, is assumed to be about WX) feet lower. The
height of the country upon which the line ie traced, and upon which my esti-


