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the true caufe of the negocia-

tton breaking off. All other matters might, per-

haps, have been fettled. Mr. Pitt by it received

an incurable fufpicion of the defigns or France and
Spain. After which it was impoflTible to bring

matters to an happy iflue : therefore, the two mini-

fters returned to their refpedlive courts in the

month of September.
' Mr. Pitt inftantly prepared for war. He had
already provided for the attack of Martinico ; and
he purpofed, that the armament (hould go from
thence to the Havannah without delay. But his

grand pufh was in Europe : it was his immediate

one. He was fully fatistyed Spain had refolved to

alTift France. He had received intimation, if not

a copy of the treaty 0/ union between them : he faw

the defigns of Spain on Portugal. He refolved to

, {)revent both ; not by the cautious and tardy fteps

of an ambaflador *, out by an early appearance of

our commanders in cHief, at the head of a great

fquadron, on the coaft of Spain, categorically de-

manding the fulled fecurity and fatisfadlion of

friendfhip and neutrality : and if refuled, inftantly

declaring inveterate enmity : and being armed with

the force of the nation, begin to deflroy ; to flrike

terror into the bowels of Spain ; to intercept the

treafures, and thereby, cutting the Spaniard off

from his nerves and linews of war, precipitate

him into his own fnare. This was a vigorous re-

folution ; fuch as is rarely to be met with ; iind fuch

as will be an illuftrious, and eternal monument of

Mr. Pitts penetration and fpirit, becaufe time

proved the rectitude of it. At this time he was
befet by opponents : he had of late met with fre-

quent oppoiition to his fchemes *, therefore, when
he propofed this meafure, he declared that ' this

* was the time for humbling the whole houfc of
' • Bourbon j that if this opportunity were let Iflip,

* it


