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tht! (lifHnilty, Htich iih rtiiddciily to eliim^c an unuii^cineiit, wliidi n Htoppa^'o

or nil accident on t\u> railway would, in a iiionnint, render necesHary. (Jentle-

njen, it would be ol" groat advantage if wo coidd attain ii (jorninon (Jc^rnum

unity of time ; for tliis, above all otlierw, in tlio reekoning by ir)tli meridian
eartt of (ireenwieb a(la[»ted. 'J'biH meridian euts flirougb Norway, Sweden,
Germany, Austria and Italy. By 0Btnl)liHbing tbo l.'itb meridian aw a rftandard

of reckoning tliere will arine at tbe extreirw^ eaHtern boundary a difference of

81 minutt'K, at tbe W(!Ht(!rn of .'U) miniiteH. (Jentltiiiien, in soiitli (Jermany le«»

dilKjreneeH bave been easily a»:(!epted into (uistoniary uhi;, and in America tlnsy

have rmicb greater dilferencoH.

QentleuK'ii, unity of tim(f merely for tlu; railway doe'w not set awide all tbo

dinadvantageH wbicb 1 bav(! briefly mentioned ; tbat will only \h: portsible when
we reach a unity of time reckoning for tbe whole of (Jermany, that i» to say,

when all local time is swept away.
Against tbin proje< t all sortH of i)rejudicoH now ara felt by the public, I

think wrongfully. Certainly, a('t(!r due ccmsideration, tlu^ Hcientific men of

your observatories had given their authority against this spirit of ()i)po8ition.

CU'iitlemen, Hciencc! doHires much more than we do. SIk; is not content

wilb a (Jerrium unity of time, or with tbat of middle P^urope, but wbc la

dertirous of obtaining a world time, basctd upon tlm meridian of (ir(;enwich,

and certaiidy with full right from her standpoint, and with the end she has

in vi(iw.

Now, the! opinion has been expressed that the introduction of this com-
mon time into citizen life would cause confusion. Tbe inconvenience it would
cause to manufactori<w and to industry is cisfjocially brought forward. In this

relation I must turn to tbe earli(!r amplifications of our colleague, Von Sti'umm.

If the differenc(! of time from tbe 15tb d(!gree to some other place is known,
for exam[»le to Neunkirchen {perhaps 29 minutes), it cannot be difficult to

modify tbe regulations of tlu* factory in accordance with it. If the manufac-
turer in Mar<;b desints bis men to begin at suni'ise, so tbe regulations can

establish 29 minutes past six. If he reipiire.? them in February at 10 minutes
past six, so the regulations can name ;?9 mimites ])ast 0, and ho on.

How, then, will it affect tbe agricultural [)Oi)uiation '( Inde(;d, gcMitle-

men, tlie agricultural labourer does not pay much attention to tlu^ hour. For

the most part he has none. Ho looks around to see if it is already light

;

then be knows that lie will soon be called to work f)y the court bell. \V hen
tbe lourt clock goes wrong, which is geuiindly tbe case—(merriment)—when
it is a quarter of an hour too fast, then (lertainly he comes a quarter of an
hour b(!f'ore the time to work, but by tlu; sanu; (tlock heleav(^H a (pnirter of an
hour earlier, tbe duration of \vork remains the same, (jientleinen, scildom in

practical life is i)unctinility asked in respect to minutes. In many places it is

customary for the school hour to be put back 10 minutes, that the children

may be present wIkmi the teacher arrives. Even the hour of tbe courts of

justice is often put back so tbat the [)arties can assemble before the proceed-

ings commence. It is inverted in the villages which lie near the railways.

Tlu! rule is to put the clock forsvard some minutes so tbat tbe folk do not lose

tbe train, rndeed, gentlemen, this difference often l)ecomes an academic quarter

of an hour, and sometimes becomes somewhat long<'r. (Merriment.)

We have not yet adduced the difference between the time of the sun and
mean time. Ilerr Von Strumm is perfectly right that this diti'eronce of time


