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in a fonutry like this, wlu'vo tln" i)i'<t;>lc are ol'i'ssmjinlly pi'ip'ticiil iiisliiicts in all raatttTs

att'ecting ji'usi'Viunciit. llic man •.vim .^liould alwavs rcniain a uinc I'och-iniiirc nr thi'oriist

woulil soon l)i't'Ouit' wilhniit wciii'lit (ir strcniilli in the lonununily when' lie lives ; but

wliofVi'V brinffs lu ilic prai-liral discussion ot'lln' (jin'siions ol' the day sound Unovvk'd>>-f,

\vhiih is hniscd on ilu' cxpriiouM' of the past, and slmws he I'an well adapt piimipli's

drawn iVoni tin- i^Tcat stondionsc nl' sound poliliial siicncc In tin- dillifullics ol' llic ilay,

hv will l)i> i'onn<l in\ aluiihli' as a icadcr of men and ilic ari]iili'<l ol' institutions.

No luunan institutions arc i)i'rrt'(i. tiut "an imrfasinir puvpose " must always dis-

linnuish the di'\clopnicnt ol' uovi'viiuicnt, an<l liic thoughts of statcsnn'u must l>i' widen-

ed "with the process ol'tlu' suus. " by ijie experiemcs nl'the pa^t as set I'nrth in I'Uiihatie

and pregnant sentences by historical and political writers.

I have thouu'ht it neics.sary to Liive these introdu<'tory remarlcs to show the imitort-

ance that a stiuly id' I'lditical Science ou<i-ht to assume in all instit utions ol' hiiih standing
;

I hope they will ln' able I'rum vear to year tn dbiain tin' services ol' al)le nu'U. I'cady to

devote ti.emselves to the elucidation ol the various sui)jects to which 1 iiave rel'erred.

Leitiires addressed to classes in the universities by men enuau'cd in the practical [)ursuits

ol' law and [joiitics, by nuMi whose ojjinions are valued by their countrymen lor their

experience ami le,uninu', should always supplement llie labonr.s ol the n-irular professors

ami le<'turers, who deal mainly with principles, and tlieories of the schools.

'I'his is the prai'tice of tae famous hlcole des Seiences l'iditi(|ues of I'aris ; it is much
to be desiriMJ that the Canadian uni\crsities slnuild obtain tin' services of the sanie class

of men. w ho may be \\ iiline- from time to linn' to iiive them the bene lit of tih'ir liuowledee

and experience.

As I havi' endeavoured very imperl'«'clly to show you in the eonr.se of this lecture,

there i.s a ri<li Held of study and research before you. We live in times of lireat intel-

lectual activity, and ('anadia)is must ket'p pac wilh I lie resujis (d' tliouehi througlioul the

world. Thi' facilities that are open lo us for exti-ndin^r our knowledge ol'other countries

and of learning valuable lessons from the rich stcu'ehouse of their experience, an; very

superior to those jiossessed liy the pioneers and foiunlers of this country. In the tiim'.s of

slow conimunicaiion with the great outside world, in tlie absence of el.'ctnc telegraphs

.ho 1know everyand daily mails, they wt re at a great di.sadvautage compared wilh u

day what is jjassinu' in the mosi distant phn-es of the globe. With our universities, col-

id schools, ali'ordimi' so m'M"rous an education in all l>ranch es of necessarv st ud\

with numerous libraries eslablisln'd in all llic principal cenlr.'s (d' thoueht and aitivily,

with scii'iilirn' ami literary societies starling up everywhere, wilh an able and enterpris-

ing newspaper press, circnlaliiiii' varied knowledge of nndlers of current and immediate

interest, young men now-a-days have opi)ortrinities for becominii' useful citizens which

stand out n remarkable contrast wilh the ((.ndition of ihings even half a century ago.

Still, in ihi- early days of trial aiidstrutigle in this country, there were men of remarkable

ability and knowledge, po.ssessed of a thorough i>ractical eompn^hension of the neeessities

of the times, and there was always with thtr mass of the people that strony- common
sense, so characteristic of Englishmen, which enal)le>; them to tide successfully through

diliieulties and crises, and without which no learning or knowledge can realize liTeat

results in a country like ours. The men who laid the foundations of our social and polit-

ical structure, a goodly edilice, whatever some doubting Canadians may say, were men


