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the saime contractor got the contract again,
thongh I arn not sure, and now they are
building an indifferent sort af a station.
Aiso, they engaged ta build workahops for
the railway where repaira could be mýade,
and instead of pntting the shopa where the
railroad cornes in at Quebec, in the valley
af the St. Lawrence where the railroad is,
those shopa were put in the valley oi the
Et. Charles river, nowhere near the railway
at all. I suppose some gaad friend had land
there that he did nat exactly know what to
do with-the town-lot business havîng waned
in Quebec a elsewhere-and the land waa
bought ai a very good figure and the shopa
put there. What was ta be done ta con-
neet the road and the shopa? They have ta
go up the St. Lawrence 15 miles so aa toi get
a grade ta go down ta the shops. The last
Poatmaster General, Han. L. P. Pelletier,
designed a acheme; he was going ta find the
heart ai Quebec and was going ta mnake a
tunnel, and this tunnel was ta jaîn the val-
ley ai the St. Lawrence with the valley ai
the St. Charles River. Needlesa ta say the
tunnel was neyer started; therefore, I do
not know what use thase shops are ta be,
as they are erected ta-day, because they are
three or four or five miles away as the craw
flie. fram the line. They will have ta be
conneced by going fluteen miles up the
Bt. Lawrence. lIn order ta make cannection
they bought the line of anotheF railway in
arder to have temparary access ta those
ahops.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-Lats ai graft.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-When firat we dis-
cuaaed this question in this Hause many
were more or leas sceptical when I spoke ai
that dlay belt-that wonderfully fertile
plateau extending from lake Seul-
extending west ai Cochrane 400 miles
and east ai Cochrane about 200 miles. It
was said there was nathing up there
but muskeg, mass, racks and 50 on.
Althoug-h I had been there before, I hiad
thse advantage last June ai gaing aver that
country in camipany with the premier ai
the province ai Quebec, Sir Lamer Gouin,
and the Hon. Honore Mercier, Minister ai
Colonization, Mines and Fisheries, and
some ai the officiaIs ai thse department.
We went ta Cochrarie-there was no
other way ai gaing, as thse road was flot
in aperation, and we had ta go a raundabout
way-and from Cochrane we travelled ta
Amas, passing thse interprovincial lins.
There the Prime Minister expressed fi
desire ai having some distinctive mark.
sncb a%~ an arch, ta show where Ontario

ends and Quebec begins. At Amos we saw
an enterprising town with a tawn hall, a
good zlzed church, several hanses, a saw-
niiil, large stores, andl a very -prosperous
population.- That town is on the east bank
of the HEurricana river, one of the most
ùeautiflil rivera I have ever had the oppor-
tunity of seeing. 1 wauld compare it, per-
hapa, ta the Richelieu river above St. John,
or the Richelieu irnmediately aiter it leaves
lake Champlain. The shores are juat about
the sarne height, 13, 14 or perhaps 20 feet
above the level of the river. We went up
in the steamboat from the railway, up that
river expanding in sme places, and
breaking out in beautiful, lovely lakes,
and on each aide settlers were clear-
ing lanid with the greateat facility. The
clearing is moat easy in that part of the
country, because the roots af the trees do
not go deeply in the soul, but go just
through the humus af the ground; when
these rots came ta the clay bottom they
z-read into what the French cali "plaqué."
When a fire has passed thraugh, the roats
are pretty well burned ont, and clearing is
mast easy. I was told by settiera there that
they could clear four acres af land as easily
as they could clear one acre -in the other
parts of the province of Quebec.

Hon.-Mr. WATSON-That indicates poor
mail.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-I hear the vaice af
Manitoba; they are j6alous because they
envy the rnany thousanda and millions
ai acres of good land we have up there.
Naw that immense plateau, wîth a length
af say 600 miles and an average width cf
100 miles, is a tremendaus area; At would
make no leas than 1,700 townships. It may
be interesting ta note that we have ta-day
in the Northwest, actually snrveyed and
laid ont, in the three provinces of Manitoba,
Sask4tchewan and Alberta, 8,000 townships.
As a township is six miles square, it may
be stated that in no other country, nat even
Argentins or the Steppes af Russia, hasfiuch
an extensive system of survey been carried
on as in these territories I have just men-
tioned. If thase 8,000 townships were placed
one after the other, they wvauld go twice
around the earth at the Equator; that is,
there are 24,000 miles ta go around at the
equatar, and ià would take 4,4)0 townships
ta go once around, and the other 4,000 tawn-
ships wonld make the ather belt around; or
it would make a helt 12 miles wide gaing
once around the earth. Ail that area
has been aurveyed and occupied, hence
1,700 townships la not so very extensive, but
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