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The Orange [SENATE] Association Bill.
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are, of course, inherent in the principles
on which the order is established. Ido not
propose now to go into a history of the in-
stitution, in order toillustrate, as I could do,
the many reasons and arguments that could
be adduced against any recognition of an
institution of this kind. I will simply
point out the objects of the society at its
original inception, and the purposes that
have marked its history since the time of
its inauguration. Hon. gentlemen whoare
at all conversant with the history of the
last century must be aware that this so-
ciety was instituted for the purpose of pre-
venting the removal of the disabilities of
the Catholics of the Bmpire. I need not
oint out what those disabilities were.
hey were ot a very grave and serious
character. The Orange society made no
secret whatever that that was its purpnse.
They considered that the ascendancy of
the Crown of Great Britain would be en-
dangered if Catholics were allowed the
ordinary privileges of freemen—if they
could be elected to the House of Commons,
if they could be appointed as magistrates,
if they could serve on grand juries or had
any recognition under the laws of the
country. The origin of the society was
in 1795. The first occasion when we find
public attention drawn to it in a very
marked degree was about the time of
Catholic emancipation, because it is well
known at that time the order took very
high constitutional grounds—they have
always professed to be more loyal to the
State than the Crown itself—in opposition
to what is called Catholic emancipation.
Hon. gentlemen need not be told what that
was. Within the lifetime of a large num-
ber of gentlemen who now hear my voice
no Catholie could be elected to the House
of Commons of Great Britain and Ireland.
Though in Ireland seven-cighths of the
population were Catholic, they had no
representation. The object of the society
was, of course, to prevent their being so
represented, and the society became so
decided in its action that the British Gov-
ernment was forced to intervene. The
first action taken was to restrain the
gociety from exhibiting itself in public in
the way of processions. It is a singular
feature that that stand was taken by a
Government that has contributed ver
largely to the governing element of the
Dominion of Canada. No less than three
of the ancestors of gentlemen who have
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been Governors of Canada were TePr®
sented in that Cabinet. The ancestor of ﬂ'le
present Governor General was then Secre:
tary for Ireland, and there were ill?lllde
in ‘the Cabinet the predecessors of LT
Lansdowne and Lord Durham, AsIhav®
said, there must have been very stroP
and very grave rcasons which px’olII.Pt
those gentlemen to suppress the socxetyl:
Mr. Stanley—who was then Secretary fot
Ireland—in answer to a statement th’;_
other societies formed for political PI.-
poses were allowed to exist, gave a8 1;.10
reasons for supressing the order in publt
and not allowing them to walk :

“If the Bill would, in practice specially, the
Orange processions, that could only be becslﬁe ing
Orangemen persevered more than others in 1\9“91”
up feelings of religious animosity. These I’r"cesm(éhe
had a manifest tendency to provoke a breach of e
peace and cherish party feelings. It was, the’l;efo ’
the duty of the Legislature to put them down.

That was the answer of the Government
and notwithstanding a pretty bitter 82
in the House, which, of course, was 1arg§.
Protestant, they carried the Bill, and ls
what they could to stop the processior™
Then the House of Commons took i
question up as to whether it was red u%
proper that this society should cont! o
to exist or not. A very voluminous l'ep‘i o
was made to the Iouse, and the con¢
sions come to were that it was not pl'OP%t
that the society should continue to eX1%’
in Great Britain and Ireland, or the 'lc‘?‘e
onies, as far as they could control it. ot
reasons are given very fully in the l‘ePOlié
and the Orangemen, feeling that p“bl_ ¥
opinion was strong against them, Vem’
properly determined to suppress the 8
selves, and so they did. I wiliread jus -
few lines from that report,: _:d hon. 8°
tlemen will see for themselve ; the reas?
that prompted that action o1 the par™
the House of Commons. I wiil be told, na
doubt, that the object of thi: society 1.Sn g
benevolent one, for the purpogoof keep!’ >
up fraternal feeling among its own m‘?ng
bers, and for the purpose of instﬁi_utl
funds for the reliet of their own wid? s
and children, Now, at all times that h}?y
been a prominent claim put forward
the society. While I think that those aor
objects that we should all desire to f“zhe
and sustain, they can be carried out by by
society without this formal recognition o
the Parliament of Canada of its ex1st°n‘;s:
When the question came up in the g .
lature of Ontario, a body of gentleme®
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