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Speech from the Throne
can work alongside the private and public seetors to pursue an expanded roie in
the fishery, communications, manufaciuring services and international trade.

Openîig thte Door Io Labour

Labour has bcen and should continue ta be a full partner in the process of
economic recovery. Workers deserve a fair share of the recovery's bentefits and an
equal vaice in the resolution of issues like technological change and productivity
improvement.

North American, European and Japanese experience shows that productivity
is a co-operative endeavour, not a punitive process of seeking more wark for less
reward. Greater productivity resuits from a combination of progressive manage-
nient. ingenious tcchnology, and high employee morale. It is the main long-termi
guarantor of increased real wages for Canadians.

A systemi of awards wiIl be inaugurated ta recognize the contributions of
companies, labour organizations and indîviduals ta Canada's productivity and
competitiveness.

New technologies are a major hope for improvîng the quality of many
mionotonous and dangerous jobs. Workers in such jobs welcome new technology
that is introduccd in a planned and sensitive manner and that helps ta create a
safer environmient and more secure employment. A fund will be created for
Labour Canada ta support research into the effects of technological change and
ta conduct joint information exehanges between management and workers.

The Government bas worked closely with labour and business representatives
ta establish a new centre for productivity and employment growth. Reconciling
the advantages of tcchnology with the needs of workers wîll be one of thc main
tasks of this centre. Consultations ta create the centre are being completed and
lînked with efforts to forecast and plan better for future labour requirements.

This Government believes that the maintenance and improvement of workers'
rîghîs are fully consistent with, and îndeed essential ta, inicreased productivity.

A fundamental aspect of productîvity is a secure. safe envîroumient for
workers. Changes will be introduced ta the Canada Labour Code ta improve
oceupational safety and health. ta establish labour standards relating ta sexual
harassment. and ta upgrade standards on parental leave. Legîslation will provîde
for consolidation under a single act of occupationai safety and health standards
that apply ta federally regulated industries. and for the extension of the samne
standards ta federal public servants.

Selectcd C rown corporations and units of the public service wîll be encoîîraged
ta test new methods of co-operative productîvity improvement. These may have
wîder application in bath public and private sectors.

The framiework for the accountability and contraI of federal Crown corpora-
tions ssili be împroved and a bill will be introduced ta confirm in legîslation the
Canada Develapment Investment Corporation ta better manage certain Crown
assets. Labour representatives will be invîted ta joîn the boards of directors of
selected Crown corporations. For many years. there bas been an exehange of
senior executives between corporations and the Government. This programt,
Interchange Canada, will now actively seek labour participants as well.

Part-tinie work is a growing trend. Consultations on pension rights and fringe
bcntefits for the part-tîme work force will be undertaken witb provincial
governiments. labour and business.

[English]
IV. Strengthening the Safety Net

The number anc social priorîty of the Government is ta reduce poverty among
the aged. One of the first acts of the last session was ta increase by $35 pier
manth per househald the Guaranteed Income Supplement. Indexation of the GIS
means that this incame bas been fully protected agaînst inflation. But more is
requircd ta belpi the single pensianer who is in need. Legisiatian will be intro-
duced ta inerease the supplement for single pensianers providing additîonal
assistance ta more than 700.000 Canadians.

Beyond helpîng the elderly mosti n need, the pension system îtself must be
reforiîed ta reduce poverty in the future.

The Government is cammitted ta împroving the adequacy and fairness of aur
retirement income system ut the earliest possible date and in a munner thut will
not impede economie recovery. The report of the Parliamentury Tank Force on
Pension Reform will soo be publîshed. Based on consensus, the Government will
take steps ta strengthen bath public and prîvate pension plans so thut Canadians

can be better assured of scurity. dîgnity and fulfîlîment in retîremeni. Refornis
ta be pursued under the Pension Benefits Standards Act will include imprave-
ments in coverage. vesting, portabilîty. survivor benefits, benefit protection and
mandutory spiing of pension credîts. Concurrence of provincial gavernments
wîll be soughî on changes ta pension benefit standards and ta the Canada and
Quebec Pension Plans in order ta ensure thai pensianers receive comparable
benefits wherever they live in the country,

The health care system is of central importance ta aIl Canadians. The
Government is committed ta maintaining the equitable system., built up over the
pant twa decades, for payment of medical care and haspital eosts. It must not bc
eroded and cventually destrayed îhrough extra charges ta the siek. A new
Canada Health Act wîll be introduced ta clarify the objectives of' Canada's
heulth insurance system and ensure that universal accens ta healîh care
continues.

Financial assistance te the provinces for medîcal care, hospîtal care and past-
secondary education pragrams wîll be greatly increased this year. Mare than
$500 million, above and beyand the $ 13 billion estimated at the start of thec year.
will be transferred ta the provinces in 1983-84. This încreused level of financial
support, ut a time when resourees are limitcd, demonstrates the strength of the
Governmnent's commîtment ta maîntaining the qualtty and întegriîy of aur
country's heulth services and past-secondary education.

The Goverement wîll continue its efforts ta helpi reduce the long-termi costs of
heaith cure thraugh attention ta preventive programs, heaith facilîties design,
indoor air quality, physicul fitncss and support for para-medîcul services.

Neii Protection for Homes and Bui.mnes.es

Canadians require improved security agaînst losîng their home or business.

The Government recognizes the cancerns of homeowners and potentiai home
buyers about the unccrtaînty of future martgage costs. Legislation and other
measures wîii be proposed ta further strengthen confidence in the housîng market
by gîvîng greater protection ta homeowners. The choice of mortgage instruments
will be broadcncd. These measures shouid increase the accessibîiity and security
of home ownership. pravide a greater measure of confidence and stabîlitv ta the
homnebuilding industry. and enhunce the flexibility of the nîartgage market.

Attention wîll aiso be gîven ta the need for long-term farm, fishery and smail
business fînancing.

High interest rates have taken a substantiai toil among businesses. and
especîaiy amiong farmers, revealîng important weaknesses in aur bankruptcy
iaws. Revisions wîii be saught ta inecase the flexibility of these laws, ta
introduce a syssem of pre-bankruptcy arbîtration for farmers, and ta give greater
protection ta the wages of workers.

Per tonal Safer i and Seî urity

Canadians are incrcasîngly concerned about the incidence of violent crime.
Flawîng from a complete review of the Crimînai Code, legisiative proposais ssili
include încreased nîundatory sentences for violent offenders. Law enforcement ta
prevent importation of iliegai drugs and trafficking wîli be impraved. Stiffer
penalties and procedures wiii be introduced ta keep drunk drivers off aur roads
and hîghways. Support for voiuntary crime prevention programs such as
Neighbourhaod Watch wîii be strengthened.

Vietîms of crime must reccîve mare consîderation. Greater flexibiiity wiii bc
provîded to aliow restitution ta victîms. Amendments ta the Criminai Code wîli
heip speed up the administration of justice ta ensure that vietîms do not suffer
twice-during the crime and then durîng the wuit for a trial.

Hurd core pornogruphy, which often emphasîzes violence and degradution of
wamen, bas no place in Cunadian saciety. The Government wîli act îmmedîately
ta introduce amendments ta the Criminai Code an pornography. It wîll aiso
consider further legisiatian after receîving the reports of two expert commîttees.
on pornogruphy and prostitution, and sexuai offenses aguinst ebldren.

You wiii bc askcd ta consîder revîsed legisiation ta ereate a Canudian Securîty
Initelligence,î Service. A bill will be intraduced ta give full protection ta the
personul prîvacy and rights of individuai Canadians in the conduet of the
Service's activities. Changes ta the Rayai Canadian Mounted Police Act wiii
provide for împroved attention ta grievances by prîvute citizens.

Sa that indivîduai Canadians and their communties cun be better prepared for
ununticîpated events. the federul Government wîii work in ca operation with the
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