March 29, 1977

COMMONS DEBATES 4453

The house divided on the motion (Mr. Cullen) which was

agreed to on the following division:
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Mr. Speaker: I therefore declare the motion carried. Motion
agreed to.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]
EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION
REORGANIZATION ACT

MEASURE TO ESTABLISH DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND
IMMIGRATION, ETC.

The House resumed from Monday, February 28, consider-
ation of the motion of Mr. Cullen that Bill C-27, to establish
the department of employment and immigration, the Canada
employment and immigration commission and the Canada
employment and immigration advisory council, to amend the
Unemployment Insurance Act, 1971, and to amend certain
other statutes in consequence thereof, be read the second time
and referred to the Standing Committee on Labour, Manpow-
er and Immigration.

Mr. Cecil Smith (Churchill): Mr. Speaker, on February 28
when I spoke briefly on this bill I mentioned the high unem-
ployment and the sums of money being dumped into make-
work programs which are not giving the relief to the unem-
ployed that they should. The unemployment problem has to be
attacked on a long-term basis. All the make-work projects are
doing is giving band-aid treatment to the festering sore of over
one million people unemployed in Canada today.

The minister has stated that if this bill passes there will be a
saving of $200 million. I want to know if the government will
use this money to pay agents for the sale of nuclear reactors in
some country still unnamed, or if it will use the money to
stimulate the economy, especially in high unemployment areas,
by establishing industries there.

The government has tried to encourage people from one
area of this vast country of ours to relocate to the west and
north where jobs for skilled tradesmen are available. This
program has failed completely. In many cases it has resulted in
broken families because the bread winner sometimes does not
have the funds to return home when the job is finished. This
state of affairs has existed for quite sometime and the govern-
ment has spent vast sums of money to relocate people right
across the country through a program that is just not working.

The federal government has an annual buy of $8 billion, yet
some of that money is spent outside Canada. I feel that if more



