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Mr. KNOWLFS: Have there been any
complaints t-o the government with regard to
newsprint, and have any inquiries been made
as to possible infractions of tihe Combines
Investigation Act in that field? lias the gov-
ernment asked the combines investigation
branch to look into the mitter and, if SQ.
bas a report been made?

Mr. ILSLEY: 1 received a long letter-

M r. KNOWLES: Wou]d t-hat be from Mr.
Percy Bengough, presiden-t of the Trades and
Labour Congress of Canada?

Mr. ILSLEY: I think that is the one, and
I think it js the only one if I remember cor-
rectlv. alth'ough 1 rnay have received tele-
gram, from some organizations, whichi 1 took
to be labour organizations, suggesting ýtbat
tihere wvas some combine in the mauacture
of newsprint which was contrary bo the Com-
bines Investigation Act. I referred the mat-
ter to the commissioner and I received a
confidential report from him. No proceed-
ings have been taken by the minister.

Mr. KNOW'LES: Can the minister say
wlîere w e go from liere? This matter has
been rajsnd in the bîouse on previous occa-
sions :înd it seemns to be a serious one. I
noticed m:% lion. fiend thîe lion. member for
Vancouver South a few moments ago readin.g
a copy of a paper frim bis cit 'y, the Vancouver
Su'n, whieh, I understand. bias considerable
diflilî]t in gettinir sufficient quantities of
new.,print to meet its demnands. I am also
le(l to beîjeve that a newspapcr in Winnipeg
whieh) is seeking to get organized and get
started bias had considerable difficulty in get-
ting any intimation that it cao secure news-
print. alrhorîgh it is one of the products that
is in prettY highi production in Canada at the
present time. 'My own inquiries resulted in
my eetting hold of certain documents put out
by thie newsprint people themselves, which
indicated that, following the ending of control
by the wartime prices and trade board, the
newsprint people institutcd their own control
of thie supply of that product. That control,
in turo. seems to have these strange effects
upon Canadian ncwspapers seeking newsprint.
I knowv that involved in it is the whole ques-
tion of export. I have not the figure in my
mind at the moment; but it appears to me
tlîat a prettv high percentage of our news-
print is exported to the United States. In
fact. occas~ionallv you can pick up the comics
that are inserted in oui Canadian newspapers
and find that tbey have been printed in the
United States on newsprint made in Canada.
Yet the situation to which I have referred
obtains in this country. I koow of the letter

[Mr. IlsIey.]

%vhichi Mr. Bengough wrote in connection with
this matter and in whicb he sets out these
facts and offers suggestions. I feel that the
mabter sbould be pursued by the government
with as much expedition as possible.

Mr. IIARTT: If the hon. member cao
prove that the newspaper industry is a trust
or monopoly. why does he not register a
coînplaint? He bas a righit as a citizen to
do so.

An bion. MEMBER: He would not get a
decision.

Mr. HARTT: The inference is that news-
print is a înonopoly. Can the hon. member
vouch for that statement? If so, why does
be flot complain to the courts?

Mr. KNOW-LES: The hon. member bas
eorrcbed bimself. Hie said previously the
newspaper business and now he says news-
prini. There is quite a difference. Some of
the facts to wlîich 1 havec referred are known,
nairelv. t be rlifficulty tbat certain newspapers
have :n gettingý new'sprint; and the document
to xvb:cl 1 bave referred is public property,
naniel v, the dlaim 1w' the newsprint people
tb it thr hivave hîad to institute their own con-
trol to take tlîe place of thie control formerlv
exeried 1b'v thie wartime prices and brade
board. M-lien tlhe newsprint people admit
that tbey bave their own control, and the
result of tlîat control is that papers like the
Vancouver Suno, wlîich is no C.C.F. paper by
an ' means. cannot get sufficient quantities of
paper to omvet the dcmands from its sub-
serîbers and also to meet the demand for
advertising space, it does suggest that there is
something which should be looked into. I
have been careful not bo make any allegation
or charge. I am stating what appears bo some
people to be pretty close teo the line. The
combines investigation branch should look
into bbc matter and we should know some-
thîing- about it.

Iteni agreed to.

Penitenitiaries l)raiicb-
105. Brandi administration, $.153,141.

Mr. DIEFENýBAKER: The lack of per-
manent employees among peoiteotiary
employees bas been up before. At one time
the employees came witbin the provisions of
thie Civil Service Act and could be made per-
manent, but about 1932 a change was made in
the law and aIl the peniteotiary employees
were placed in the position of being temporary
employees. Now that changes have been made
in the administration and General Gibson bas
investigated the efficiency of the operabion of
the penitentiaries and knows something of the


