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forward losses for one ycar. Tbere bas been
a differentiation in faveur of the farmer who
is allowed to carry forward bis loases for two
vears. The difficulty of rcaching back into the
past to bring forward Josses against present
profits is that past losses cannet be ascertaîned
with any degree of accuracy. Unless tbere is
te be guesswork pure and simple, there would
ho gross discrimination between farmers. Tbe
only way to do it is to start witb tbe year of
your legisiation, s0 that the farmor or tbe busi-,
ness man who sustains a loss wvi1l know tbat
the definite ascertainmcnt of tbat loss will be
important to him, and hie may carry it forward
against future profits.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Agriculture is an indus-
try whicb bas been depred for a long- peried
of time. The farmer is practically bankrupt,
and be requires something by whicb bo can
huild up bis industry and put it into shape
for more efficient production. Many farmers
bave suffercd from ton years of depression, and
tbcy are taxed when in one year they are able
to get, say, $3,000 of an incorne. This bits
tbem very, vory bard, and if some method
could be worked out whereby tbe farmer could
make somne payment on bis indebtedness or
could be given seme period in wbicb to recover
himself. that sbould be taken into considera-
tien. He will resent this provision very mucb.
1 migbt say in passing that I do not tbink
it will affect more than ton or flfteen per cent
of the farmers.

Mrs. NIELSEN: Mr. Chairman, under tbis
resolution I wish to bring to the attention of
the committee a situation whicb exists at tbe
present time in Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan
inembers may bave been rpceiving letters, as
1 bave rccently, from farmers about tbe
collection of seed, feed and relief debts. I
bave seen a number of the notices that bave
been sent out by tbe provincial government
claiming tbe payment of relief, fecd and sced
debts away back to the year 1(134. 1 sboîîld
like the minister to understand tbat if the
provincial governiient goes ahead witb tbe
collection of this debt, it wjll be one of tbe
most damaging things to our war effort whicb
bas yet been allowed, and it will be damaging
nlot only to our war effort but also to our war
boan campaign wbicb is presently to start. I
wisb the minister would make a statement
about the collection of the 1938 seed and feed
debts, because many of our Saskatcbewan
people do not differentiate, a great deal
between the provincial and the federal govern-
ment, and the relationsbip of tbese relief
boans is nlot very clearly understood by tbem.
The majority of tbese loans carry interest of
from five to six per cent. This spring any
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amount of small cash whicb our farming
people bave is needed to set tbem up and get
thema rcady for tbe coming soason, and it is
a terrible thing for thom to be presented at
this timo with these old bills. Personally 1
think it is scandalous tbat any one group of
Canadian citizens wbo suifer, say, from lire
or flood or drougbt, an act of God for wbicb
they %vere not responsible, sbould be oxpected
to assume the burden of tbat disaster wvbich
should have beon plàced on the shoulders of
ail Canadian citizens.

At the recont municipal convention held in
the city of Saskatoon the question of these
notices that have heen sent out by the
provincial govcroment receivod, I believe,
more attention than any othor item. Eight
resolutions were broiight forward on the
iatter. and a great deal of discussion took
place upon it. Several of the delegates
wanted complete cancellation, wbile others
asked for a flffty per cent cancellation, witb a
tcn pcr cent acivance of the 1[938 feed account
paid wvith current taxation 1)efore exemption
cortiflcates coîîld ho issued, according to
section 3.57 of the Rural Muinicipal Art. It
scenis to me tlîat iii this question of food
production for the wvar effort the dominion
governinent slîeuld t ake inito coni-ideration
the needs of these farîn people to equip
tbîomsclves for the spring seascn. 1 would
ask t he rinister and, indeed. I think lie sheuld
inake a statenient to the cffect tlîat the pay-
ment at lcast of the 1938 dehts shoîild bo held
ovor for a tioiie and that they will ho flnally
scaled clown te a very great degree. If the
federal goveromnent is te press the provincial
gevernmont for the payment cf tlîis deht,
thon I think definitely 'some proper book-
keeping sheuld have been donc hy the pro-
vincial gevernment. The notices now going
eut do net state in many instances whaqt the
people have already paid off the deht hy doing
road work. If the goernriient does oct intend
te press for the payment of thiese debts, wlîy
ail this tinie spent and boolkkecping doue in
sending eut notices by the provincial
gevernment?

Mr. ILSLEY: Mr. Chairman. 1 ain net et
aIl sure that the discussion cf tils matter is in
order under this resolutien. I did net take
exception te it at the time tbe ien. niomber
breuglht it up, because it did have corne very
remote cennoction witb farma bosses, I suppose.
The hon. member asks me te make a state-
ment te the effeet that the dominion govern-
ment is quite wibling te bave these debts
romain unpaid for a time longer. I amn nfraid
that I cannot make any such statement. The
1938 advances were very heavy advances fer


