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ture incurred towards the utilization of our
industriai and trade opportunities and the
development of our transportation facilities
on land and -on water, notwithstanding tjie
great works being carried on at Halifax,
Québec, St. John and elsewhere, the hon.
Minister of Finance has stili in hand
funds availabie for the cutting down of the
publie debt and the registering of surpluses.

That is the best of eviçlence that a wise
government is flot impoverished through
the proper expenditure of publie funda.
What characterizes bad governments is the
improper spending of the revenues left at
their disposai. Such uinprecedented success
in the financial history of the Canadian
Government is the resuit of the strictest
economy, of an umimpeachable honesty,
,combined with industry and genius in the
supervision of ail and every department.
We hear it stated in ail quarters, and right-
Ily Éo, that ït -was. a business government-
the people put into power in 1911. That
reputation has been well sustained, since
after holding power for a period of oniy
two years, without boasting or trumpery,
this Government has made for itself a re-
cord which recommends it irresistibly to the
confidence and respect of the Canadian
people.

And shouid I recali the fact, Mr. Speaker,
that the people of the province of
Québec, one of whose sons was honoured
with the premiership of the Dominion,
seemed'for a whiie as if in a state of le-
thargy; but now they are awakening and
taking their place along with the other
provinces under the colours of the great
Lîberai-Conservative Party. That means the
vendication of the Conservative party, the
conversion of the people to the men who
advocated the National Poiicy and laid the
foundation of the Canadian nationaiity in
America. Quebec acknowledges as lier
benefactors and leaders those who carried
on'the Rie work of Macdonald and Cartier.

Their narnes stand for honesty, perseve-
rance, industry and patriotism. Such are
the facts which entitie the representative
of *the province of Quebec in the Cabinet
to hoid in the public opinion, in the hearts
and minds of the French-Cana-dians, the
place which was heid by Cartier some
fifty years ag.-O

It may not be amiss to state right here
that the Post Office department bas in the
person of the present Postmaster General
not oniy a man o! push and progress, but
also a benefactor o! the people. Not con-
tent with adjusting and increasing the sa-
laries o! hosts of underpaid civil servants,

he resolved that *the whole country would
have the benefit of that important service.
and acordingly provided for the establish-
mient o! numerous post offices, extended
the rural delivery system and, particularly
caused Parliament to pass that parcels
post legisiation from which great resuits
are expected by the country folk.

Differently from some oi his predecessors,
unmindful of what it might bring to bim-
self, he has accomplishied results out of bis
own mind, which are o! great benefit to the
people. In less than two'years, the Post
Office Department, as well as the Publie
Works Department, has given resuits which
overshadow ail that had been done during
the flfteen previous years. 1 am morely
speaking aloud what the people feel and
think, despite the back-sliding and sianders
of a blinded press, organized and paid for
the purpose.

As soon as a fairer redistribution o! the
constituencies will have been effected, so.
as to enable the electors to make known
their will, this Governipent (there is no
undue optimism in thinking so), wiil be
sustained by a majority of them. Have we
not had, during recess at different times and
in various parts, expressions of the popular
will?

Considering those indications of the trend
of public opinion, considering the f acts
which prociaim the good management of
this Administration, considering the advance
made in so short a period, this is the
time to state and repeat tbat, since Provi-
dence and the people are witb us, you
should join us also. Why sbould gentle-
men on the other side wage war on us, now
that industry, commerce and agriculture
bave shaken off the fetters of the past, and
entered an area of progress and prosperity?
Why should they wage war on us when we
bave the support o! the people?

As I said a moment ago, dickering, dilly-
dailying, encomîums are no longer in ses-
son. Canada, our common country, is in
need o! the co-operation o! ail men of good
will. As representatives o! the people, we
are entrusted with the glorious task, I
should say the priviiege, of applying our
energy to the building up of this country,
not only mbt the finest colony, but mbt
the nation to-morrow.

In conciuding, Mr. Speaker, 1 may be
allowed to thank my hon. colleagues in this
House for having kept in mmnd that youtb
is generous, confident and enthusiastic,
and for having shown indulgence on this
occasion.

I whoily approve of the remarks made


