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per annun. Well, the road lias been managed,
and it has been extended very greatly indeed, and
yet its annual loss since the operation began lias
not been equal to thiat. The hon. gentleman will
remîemuber that irrespective of the point the lion.
member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) raised about the
coilstruction of the British North America Act,
and the right of this Parliament now to change
the condition of affairs as they were at the union
-the House will recollect, that regardless of the

letter of the law, or the construction of that Act,
that this was the very consideration between the
different provinces : that the road should not
muerely be built, but that it should be built hy the
Governent and run by the-Governmenit. I can
recollect having read with great interest an able
speech by Mr. Brown during the Confederation
debate in the old Parliament of Canada, in which
he said: So necessary was it for Canada to have
that road-not so necessary for the Maritime Pro-
vinces Iby any meas-but so necessary was it for
all the provinces to have the Intercolonial Railway
constructed that the running of it at a loss was a
mere bagatelle, and that whether it paid or did
not pay the interest, that we could not have Con-
federation without it, and that he, for his part, was
ready to pay the price of five Intercolonial Rail-
ways in order to cousummate the union of the
provinces of Britisi North America. Taking into
-cousideration all these facts in connection with
the history of this great work, I say that while we
may very wisely and properly set about devisingf
:some systein of management for improving the
rurnuîîg of that road, if it can be improved, and for
assisting these merchants and traders of our countrv
who wish to send their business over the road,
yet we have no reason to regret from one point of
view the present condition of affairs. Bad as any-
one may picture the condition of the road, and
imuch as they may regret that the receipts do fnot
show up better than they do, yet they have every
reason to congratulate thenselves that they are
not as had as all the provinces understood they
mnight be when they undertook this responsibility.
So in connection with the canal system, as I have
·already said. The arguments are familiar to hon.
gentlemen, and they apply to a Government rail-
way aud to.a railway of that character binding the
Maritime Provinces with the-rest oftheDorniîiion.
The canals do·incalculable benefit to the commerce
of the country, and thte tolls and the artes are
certainly considered a secondary matter in the
canal.system. It does seem to ine.as going to a
greatlengt.htoendeavour to.discuss the Intercolonial
Railway on any other principle. Hon. gentlemen
somnetimes run away with the impression that this
road is for te Maritiine Provinces alone. It
lias been pointed out to-night that the chief
loss occurs -on- *the through business, and on
:account of the through rates; and if the figures
of the traffie were stated I .think it would be
found that the bulk of that through traffic is. from
the west to the Maritiime Provines, instead of. fron
the Maritime 'Proviùwes .weàt. I.hope these tablés
will be turned some day, and that the Maritime
Provinces will-send up as much, if not more, than
they now receive from the western provinces.
This, therefore, is not .a question..in which the
lower provinces are alone interested. It is a
question thoroughly national in its inception and
in its working out. Some hon. genitlemen have

allu(ed incidentally to the construction of tie
Short Line Railvay, and wvhatever may be said
about that, I do not think that a political aspect
can be given to it in this connection, because the
hon. muemiber for Bothwell (Mr. Mills), who rather
quarrelled about the construction of that road, will
remember that a very large proportion of his own
colleagues of the Liberal party in this House
supported the Goveruinent in the steps they took
to construct that road. I am one of those who are
of the opinion that tie construction of that roadi is
not going to injure this country, no matter what
the teinporary effect is o the receipts of the Inter-
colonial Railway. I believe that tiat road is of
great beiefit to Canada, and that it wili becone a
greater benefit every year. It is the carrying out
of the original undertakinîg to give us a direct
connection with the Canadian Pacific Raihvay
systemn between the Atlantie aid Pacific Oceans.
Thte hon. meiber for Queen's (Mr. Davies) made a
passing allusion to coal: but the Minister of Justice
pointeul out a principle in connection with that
well known to railway men. He could have gone
further; and I put it to tiese lion. gentlemnen who
are famniliar with the business of different railway
corporations, that they know thenselves that the
railway companies of this country will carry busi-
ness for alhnost nothing, and sometinies actually
for nothing, and that tlhey will expend inoney for
the purpose of drawing traffic to their road. Take
the natter of construction of hotels along the rail-
way systen, which is often an expenditure out of
pocket by the railway company in order to obtain
passenger traffic over its line. The companies will
take an interest in different private niatters that a
Governmiient railway is debarred front entering into
on account of the political ditliculties that surround
all these transactions, and they will resort to all
kinds of schenes in order to bring traffic to the
road. The original outlay is brought back to themn
a hundred fold. But before the rate on coal eau
be quarrelled with the argument that lias been
advanced in support of it to-night by the Minister

of Justice should be met, and that is, that it applies
practically now on the Intercolonial Railway to the
Spring*Hill mines only. The Pictoumines do not send
any coàl over the line at the rate of three-tenths of a
cent per ton per mile. The coal they ship pays a very
renunerative rate to the Intercolonial Railway; they
ship to Halifax and to St. Join and to tide water,
and that coal pays, and pays w ell; but if the rate
to the west on the Spring Hill mines coal were
increased it wouili simply either close down the mine
or cause such a âmall output that the lourishing town
of Spring Hill-vhich has growin up,and is absolute-
ly .depéndeht on these mines, anif now f urnishes
the chief custoners of the Intercolonial Railway
for maiy niiles of the road-would be wiped out,
and the loss.to the road would be enornous in that
respect. These mines briug in a verv great amount
of'fréight anrdnachiùery for construction purposes,
ad·so on, and they pay a very heavy rate oi these
aficles.· The people they enploy and the business
intérests connectéd with them all'thr'ôugh. the·pro-
viceés bring goods over that system; and I do not
hèsitate to say. that râilway 1men everywhere will
tell.yoù.thaïif·a private company owned the Inter-
colonial Railwäy .they would .make.the rate what-
ever was necessaj imn order to .haul :that coal and
keep thérailway at -work, Simply foré the great
benefit that would result from it. 'But the rate is
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