840 COMMONS

DEBATES. MagrcH 26,

- torepresent. Sir, I am not going to enter into the merits of
the question as to the whether the course Mr. Mercier pur-
sued in dealing with ithe Jesuits’ estates was a prudent
course or not. Perbaps, if I had been a member of the
Legislature of Quebec, representing a Protestant element
in that Province, I might have doubted the propriety of
that meagure, and, perhaps, have voted against its passage.
I have heard it stated to-night by seme gentlemen that it
was an improper thing to first charter the Jesuit Society.
1 have heard it next stated that it was an improper
thing to pass the Bill voting the money, and that
it was giving to a forcign power the right to dictate
bow the money of the people of the Province of Quebec
was to be administered. These questions, I take it, are
within the province of the Legislature of Quebee, and dur-
ing the pasrage of that Jecuit Bill, occupying a public posi-
tion as eounected with & leading journal—I am proud to
say it is recognised on the other side—I have taken some-
what of an interest in observirg the efect it had amongst
the Protestant element in that Province who are paying the
money. Now, Sir, I may say this, and I thiok 1 will ssy it
without fear of contradiction, that during the passage of
the Bill incorporating the Jesuits’ Society, there was
scarcely a Protestant paper thronghout the whole of the
Province that raised one single objection against it. I will
next eay, when dealing with the financial feature of the
question, that with the exception, so far as I can recollect,
of two members ou* of the fifteen Protestant members in
the Legisluture of Quebec, not one of them raised their
voices against the passage of the Bill, and those two
did raise them in very moderate tones. And when
it came to the question of dividing the House upon
the point, these gentlemen called out, * carried on
division.” The Premier said: No, I will take the names
" upon it; and when they found that the names were to be
taken, if 1 recollect the facts aright, they said ¢ unanimous,”
and it was .carried unanimously. Was there any eszcite-
ment Or any agitation on the part of the Protestant element
of the Province of Quebec during that time ? No. Months
have elapsed, and it is only when some of the—shall I call
them fanatics ?—I think it would be a good name to give
them—in the Province of Ontario raised, for what purpose
Ido not know, this agitation, that this question comes up
A pood many of them are friends of the right hon. the First
Miuvister, and I fear he has often expressed the wish : * Save
me from my friends.” But whatever may have been their
motive, it could have been no very good one, for there is no
object to be gained by the agitation of this question, but to
create trouble, dis-enrion and bad feeling throughout the
community, Ire echothe sentiments of the bon. gentleman
who last spoke, that Christian charity should prevail, and
that in place of sowing dissension broadcast throughout
this land, we ought to endeavor to harmouise in a community,
80 mixed as this, the different religious elements, in place
of sowing discord among them and creating feelings such
a8 have been created by these men to-day. 1f there are any
people aggrieved in relation to this matter, who are
they? Are they the Protestants of Ontario? What
right have they to dictate to us, the Protestants
of the Province of Quebec, as to how we shall dis-
po~e of our own money ? 1 have heard the arguments
they have used by those who sustained this motion, that this
property was given for a special purpose. But how is this
money voted ? For what purpose is it given ? Is it not
given for the purposes of education, for thatis the object
for which those who receive it intend to appropriate it ?
Let any one come and reside in the Province of Quebec and
becoms acquainted with the institutions which are to get
this money, and he will find that they are promoting
education among a large and the most numerous class of
the people in the Province of Quebec in & manner that
reflects credit upon their institutions. I am not a Roman
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Catholie, but I respect the Roman Catholics of the country.
It will ever be my wish to live in harmony and peace with
them, and wherever I can promote their interests fairly,
giving due consideration to the interests of the Protestant
commaunity, they will always find, as they always have found
doring my past career, that I will do it. Our Provincial
Legislature voted this money—and I will not say it was a
wise thing to do, because it has raised a feeling which I re-
gret has been raised, and which I will say now never
ought to have been raised by the people of Ontario.
It has raised that feeling, but as the money has been voted,
I say it is the money of the people of the Province of Que-
bec, and the Protestants of the Province of Ontario have no
excuse for their agitation, Years after the incorporation
took place, and mary months after the money was voted,
they have no right to create that agitation, whatever may
have been the motive for it. They bave no right to inter-
fere with the manner in which we, in the Province of Quebec,
shall dispose of our own morey. I representand have some
control over a leading organ of the press in that Province. 1
have taken very little part, throngh that paper, in this dis-
cussion, but throughout the whole of it, while I did not ap-
prove of Mr, Mercier’s course in voting the money, I justi-
fied the action of this Government to-day in refusing to
veto this Bill. When one of these Provinces, coming within
the limits of the power given them by the British North
America Act, chooses to dispose of its money in the way
this money has been disposed of, I justify this Government
in not interfering with the operation of the Act; and if
they had interfered, they would have met with any censure
which I, in my place here and through the newspaper
which I control, could have passed on them. I am glad to
say the Government have pursued the course they have,
Iam glad to say they have done the right thing. From
the standpoint of & Maritime Province man, coming
from one of the two or three smallest Provinces of this
Dominion, it would be a sacrifice of the dearest interests
and the greatest security which the British North America
Act gives to the smaller Provinces if the Government had
been allowed to interfere within the limits of the powers of
the Legislatures of these Provinces in the way some hon.
gentlemen desire they should. I havesimply risen to state
these few facts, in order to jastify by this explanation the
vote which I shall give. I feel that outside of everything
elss, I am & protectionist of my own Province. I desire to
protect the rights of the smaller Provinces of this Dominion
agaiost the saperior oves, and I think that the people of
the Province of Ontarin, where this agitation has entirely
arisen, have gone beyond their limits in this matter. The
agitation has been created in the Province of Ontario; it
has been swelled into importance by the agitation, the
ministerial agitation—I do not mean governmental ; I mean
ministerial in another sense. And for what purpose? Ought
it to be the desire of any man who seeks to secure the future
peace, harmony and prosperity of this country, to create
dissensions between the Roman Catholics and Protestants,
between the French Canadians and Ontarians? No, Sir,
We ought to promote harmony if we can ; we ought to en-
deavor to remove religious discensjons; we ought to en-
deavor to keep within the bounds of the political rights
which the British North America Act has established for the
different Provinces of the Dominion, and we ought to be espe-
cially careful that the larger Provinces, or the Dominion,
should not attempt to assume a jurisdiction they have no
right to exercise, and to infringe upon the privileges and
rights of the smaller Provinces, With these few remarks,
I shalil endeavor to bring to a conclusion anything I have
to say upon this matter, and I should not have spoken upon
it were it not that I did not wish to give a silent vote on an
important motion like this. I wish to say one thing more,
and I hope the right hon, the First Minister will receive it
in the spirit in which I give it. I do not think it is good



