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CANADIAN JUDGES APPOINTED FOR NAFTA
EXTRAORDINARY CHALLENGE COMMITTEES

No. 34

International Trade Minister Roy MacLaren today announced the
appointment of a roster of five judges from which members will be
selected to serve on extraordinary challenge committees
established under the North American Free Trade Agreemen t
( NAFTA ) .

The NAFTA extraordinary challenge procedure is the final stage of
dispute settlement and is reserved only for extraordinary
circumstances, following rulings by panels established under
Chapter 19 of the NAFTA .

The procedure may be used if :

i) a member of a panel was guilty of gross misconduct, bias,
or a serious conflict of interest, or otherwise materially
violated the rules of conduct ;

ii) a panel seriously departed from a fundamental rule of
procedure ; or

iii) a panel manifestly exceeded its powers, authority or
jurisdiction, set out in the Agreement, _Md

these alleged actions materially affected the panel's decision
and threatened the integrity of the binational review process .
Decisions by extraordinary challenge committees are binding on
governments .

The roster is attached .
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