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Cross- fertlllzatmn - participants

at an international conference hosted
by Chung-Hua discuss issuesrelevant
ta the ROC’s econamic development.

Taiwan, -is generally \agreed to have en-
oyed the .most 1mportam role in the
Finstitution since its founding. “Chung-
‘Hua was initially ‘cslabhshed to studv
mainland economic issues,” says Dr.
Lee Hua-hsia { %% ), the vice.director
of the First Institute, “so this.emphasis
in our research work is notsurprising.™

Nevertheless, the spotlight is grad-
dally shifting 1o the Third Institute,
which analyzes Taiwan’s ecotiomy. “Al-
though the government puts high valug
on our study of mainland econemic. af-
fairs, the research work on ‘the main-
land!s economic status is. aclua]]v rela-
iively limited- in Taiwan,” Léé says. The
$Hift in emphasis isalso due 1o the larger
number of government projects now
given to Chung-Hua concerning local
econemic-afTaifs.

Institution researchers are’also more:
inclined tor work on local issues since
most of the research dong on mainland
economic affairs have been classified or
limited-circulation studié$. Because of
these publication restrictions, -many
yotuinger schélars were reluctant to jeop-
ardize their careers by having such low’
atademic profiles.

Even though the former restrictions
on pubhshmg work concerning mainland
China have been greaily relaxed, schol-

s are still more inclined o focus théir
forts on Taiwan’s economic -develop:
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ment, espemally since the so-called
“Talwan miracle™ is rapidly moving inio
an even more complex-stage.

Although the Third Institute is far
busier than before, its research fellows
face a number of difficuliies. One of‘the
most troublesame is the government’s
tendency to.restriet the circuldtion of re-
search results, “The: govern,mequonsld
ers jesearch. studies secret ‘time and
again, espemally when it'is not sausﬁed
‘with them,” Hsuéh Li-min says. “It

seems as though the government hésn't

"yvet realized that policies: shauld be. dis-
cusscd openly before; decisions are
made.™

To circumvent sorhe of ihése diffi-
-culties, Chung-Hua has -gxpanded. s
‘sefvicEs to- the infelléctual community
by hosting various’ forums and confer-
ences. It.also his increased the number
of its ‘open publications: “With the ex-
ceptibn of the research work done for
the government, all research results are
open to the public;” Tsiang says. “But
we are still ternblv’m;sunderslood—loo
many people thmk that we serve: -Oniy
the governmem

‘Tsiang complains that the private
secior has not yet cultivated the habit of
farmmg out research 16 privaie institu-
tions, but when-i does; Chung-Hua will
be pleased to acécommodare their needs
for in:depth economic analysis,

.as think tank researchers admit,

Q $erve ggvernment is
. toServe Sc‘:cie,ty in indi-
rect ‘manner,” says Liv
: Tai-ying of TIER But
sometimes it is a lohg Hme before the
work bears fruit. Both TIER and Chung-
Hua have. similar frusttdtions when dea
ing: with the government: there is too
amuch time wasied between the . produc-
tion-ofa study and the impleméniaiion
ofns recomnmendations.

“A. long timé "aghb, we. ddvocated
écoOfiomic lmernanonahzauon and liber-
a]nzauon Says Chung ‘Hua's ‘Tsiang,
“put the-government only*recently has
takén the necessary steps In the long:
term view, the governméhr is. f‘nally
catchmg up with ourrecommendations.”

The samé is often true ‘6f work dorie
by TIER. “We have provided infoerma-
tion and research resulis to the govern-
ment through. various channéls, and
arpund 80 percent of our recommenda-
tions are. accépted;” Liu says. “But jt
takes a long time for things to be imple-

.mented. We' suggesied many of the

government’s recént policies’a long time

‘ago.”

One excellent €xample: 6f an insii-
tute recommendation, that has worked

wvery well is TIER’S suggestion that

shrimp be cultivaied in Taiwan and.sold
‘to-Japan as.a replacement for declmmg

farm product exports. Today, Taiwan is'

known -ds the “kmgdom of shrimp
cuitivation.”

Even when po]rcnes are ﬁnaIly adopt-
ed; it is often difficult’for eithér TIER or
Chung-Hua to identify the specific parts
with, roots ,in. théir own recommenda-
tions. But thisis a’common fact of"if¢ in
the ifiteraction beiween think tanks and
governments. The positive sidé of the
picture i§ that' recommendations are ac-
lually useful and often are adop[ed And
it.is the
attractiveness of pIaymg a Ttole in
policymaking that makes the effort seetn
worth itiall, [ ]

A Taipei department store
‘gets into the spirit of
Christmas, and shows'that

the government has-accepted
think tank recommendations
about opening up the economy.
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