
Cross-fertilization—participants 
at an international conference hosted 
by Chiang-Hua discuss issues relevant 
to the ROC's economic development. 

ee, 

Taiwan, is generally ,agreed to have en-
joyed the most  important  role in the 
institution since its founding. "Chung-
Hua ,was initialfy ,established to study 
mainland economic issues," says Dr. 
Lee Hua-hsia %ŒM), the vice ,director 
of the First Institute, "so this.emphasis 
in our research work is not surprising." 

Nevertheless, the spotlight is grad-
ually shifting to the Third Institute, 
which analyzes Taiwan's economy. "Al-
though the government puts high value 
on our study of mainland economic af-
fairs, the research work on  the main

-land% economic status is actuany rela-
tively limited in Taiwan," Lee Says. The 
Shift in ennp-hasis is also due to the larger 
number of government proje'ds now 
given to Chung-Hua concerning local 
economic affairs. 

institution researchers are'also more 
inclined to work on local issues since 
niost of the research done on mainland 
econornic'affairs have been classified or 
limited-circulation studies. Because Of 
these publication restrictions, many 
younger schâlars were reluctant to jeop-
ardize their careers by having such low 
abademic profiles- 

Even though the former restrictions 
on publishing work concerning mainland 
China have ben greatly relaxed, schol-. 

s are still more inclined to  Cocus  their 
forts on Taiwan's economic develop- 

ment-, especially since the so-called 
"Taiwan miracle" is rapidly moving into 
an even more c,ornplex-stage. 

Although the Third institute is far 
busier than before itS research fellows 
face a number of difficulties. One of -the 
most troublesôme is the government's 
tendency to,restrict the circulation of re-
searth results. "The government consid-
ers research studies  secret timé and 
again, especially when it is not satisfied 
'with th'em," fistieh Li-min says. "It 
seems as though the government hasn't 

'yet realized that policies: should be dis-
cussed openly before, decision's  aire 

 niade." 
To circumvent sortie of these diffi-

culties, Chung: Hua has expanded its•
'services to the intelleCtual communitY 
by hosting various forums and confer-
eicbs It. also 'h uas increased the number 
of its open publications_ With  the eX-
ception of the research work done for 
the government, all research results are 
open to the public: Tsiarig,says. But 

 we are still terriblymisunderstbod— tbo 
rnanY People think that we serve onlY 
the government." 

Tsiang complains that the priyàte 
'sector has not yet cultivated the habit of 
farming out research to private institu-
tions, but vvheruit does; Chungrflua wilI 
be Pleaed to acdommodate their needs 
for in-depth economic analysis. 

o serve goyernment is 
. to'Serve Society in indi-

' rect manner," sas Liu 
Tai-yirig or TiEg. But 

sometimes it is a long, time before  the 
work bears fruit.*Both TIER and Chung-
Htia have similar frustrations when deal-
ing,  With the government: there is too 
much time wasted between the produc-
tion -of -a study and the iMplementation 
of its recommendations. 

"A long time agb, we advocated 
ecdnornic internationakzation and liber-
alization," says Chung-Hua's Tsiang, 
"but the-government only'recently has 
taken the necesSary steps. In  the  long-
term view; the government is finally 
catching,up with our-recommendations."' 

The rsame is Often trite of work done 
by TIER. "We have provided informa-
tion and research results t'o the govern-
ment through various channels, and 
arbund 80 percent of our recommenda-
tions are accepted -," Liu says. "But it 
takes a long time for things to be imple-
mented. we suggested many of the 
government's recent policies - a long time 

One excellent ,example of an insti-
tute reCornmendation, that has worked 
very well iS TIER'S suggestion .that 
shrirnp be cultivated in Taiwan and sold 
to' Japan  as a replacement for declining 
farm product exports. Toda3;', , Taiwan is 
known  as the "kingdom of shrimp.. 

 cultivation." , 
Even when policies are finally adopt-

ed', it is often difficulrfor either TIER or 
Chung-Rua to identify the specific parts 
with roots ,in their own recommenda-
tions. But this is a„cptnrnon fact of life in 
the interaction between think tanks, and 
governments. The positive side ,of the 
picture fs that recommendations are ac-
tually useful and often are adopted. And 

.às think tank researchers admit, it is the 
attractiveness of pfaYing a role in 
policymaking that makes the effort Seen 
vvorth Wll. • 

A Taipei department store 
gets into the spirit of 
Christmas, and shows that 
the government has accepted 
think tank recommendations 
about opening up the economy. 
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