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said, "and crowned by the remarkable achievement of the head of 
your UN delegation, Paul Martin, in brealdng the impasse over 
new members." Indeed, that Canadian initiative reflected 
Canadian foreign po licy in its most characteristic mode — seeldng 
a universal United Nations. This Canadian success came just one 
year before an even greater Canadian achievement — that of Lester 
Pearson and his aides in creating a UN peacekeeping presence in 
the Suez under the aegis of the General Assembly, not the Security 
Council. 

The period of the 1950s and early 1960s marked the high-water 
mark of U.S. power in the world and the most intense moments of 
the Cold War. Our participation in international institutions gave 
us the opportunity, through forming associations with like-minded 
states, to exercise creative influence over the U.S. in a very 
dangerous and tense period. The fear of nuclear war was a very 
strong force motivating our energetic stance in international 
organizations. 

To say that, in this period, Canada began to look to the rest of the 
world, that is, to multilateralism, as a counterweight to the U.S. in 
our national life might sound simplistic, but it has an important 
element of truth to it. 

And look to the rest of the world we did. To the dismay of the 
purse-keepers and managers of the federal bureaucracy, Canadian 
diplomats were never very successful in establishing priorities in 
the shaping of Canadian foreign policy. The need was to be 
everywhere. New embassies burgeoned in every continent, a 
major aid program took shape with funds directed to every corner 
of the globe. A major participant in the Colombo Plan in Asia, we 
were in time to become a larger contributor to Anglophone Africa 
than the U.S. and second only to France in Francophone Africa. 

We became principal architects of the Commonwealth and La 
Francophonie and regarded them as centrepieces of our foreign 
policy. It became our proud claim that Canada was a participant 
in every major peacekeeping operation held under the auspices of 
the United Nations. The UN, the specialized agencies and GATT 
were a principal focus of our international effort. Europe and 
Latin America, the Caribbean and, indeed, every continent and 
region required our diplomatic presence. An endless battle 


