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flot earlier than two years after opening
for signature, i.e., probabiy somnetime in
1995.

Canada stopped production of chemnical
warfare agents before the,,ençiof WorId
War Il and lias since destroyed its stock-
piles, which it kept for retaliatory pur-
poses only.M

CWC Text Meets
Canada 's Crîteria

The following are excerptsfrom the ad-
dress by Canadian Ambassador Gerald
Shannon to the Conference on Disarina-
ment plenary on August 6, 1992, comment-
ing on the final text of the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention (CWC).

[Aithough this] text is far from. being
the ideal CWC that Canada would have
preferred to see adopted.. .it reflects the re-
suit of years of thorough, complex negotia-
tions during which many states have had
to concede ground on issues which they
considered extremely important but for
which they could flot attract the consensus
support of others..

Ail of us have aiready had to make
compromises to get as far as [this] text,
Canada perhaps more than most, since we
were and stili are among the strongest sup-
porters of a truly confidence-building in-
spection regime which would be rapid,
thorough and comprehiensive. Thus, the
old idea of the right to cail for an inspec-

meet Canada' s three basic criteria for an
acceptable CWC.

First, it is comprehensive: it calîs for a
complete ban on development, produc-
tion, stockpiiing, retention or use of chemni-
cal weapons and their precursors.

Second, it is global, or at least it lias the
potential to be so if others, too, show flexi-
bility: already, like Canada, a significant
number of states fromn ail geographic re-
gions have indicated that they can support
it and would be prepared to be original sig-
natories. We are convinced that the vast
majority of the rest of the world will join
US.

Third, it is effectively verifiable:
thougli the regime is flot as strong as we
would have wished, it nevertheiess estab-
lishes new norms of verification. and ini-
spection that far surpass those of any pre-
vious multilateral armns control, and disar-
marnent instruments.M

Brie fly Noted..
Canada Ratifies Open
Skies

Canada became the first country to rat-
ify the Open Skies Treaty, depositing its
instrument of ratification on July 21 ini Bu-
dapest. The Treaty, signed on March 24,
1992 by 25 countries belonging to NATO
or the former Warsaw Pact, allows signa-
tories to conduct short-notice observation
fliglits over one another's temrtory.
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UNSCOM Discusses
Ira q's Compliance

The UN Special Commiùssion
(UNSCOM) set up to verify Iraq' s compli-
ance with Security Council Resolu-
tion 687 (1991), which mandates the dis-
posai. of Iraq's weapons of mass destruc-
tion, held its fourth plenary session in
New York fromn October 28 to 30. The
Commission discussed the destruction of
Iraq's chemicai weapons, considefed how
to implement plans for ongoing monitor-
ing and verification to ensure that Iraq
does not reacquire proscribed weapons,
and looked at plans for the future control.
of Iraqi imports. Mr. F.R. Cleminsun,
Head of EAITC's Verification Researchi
Unit, is one of UNSCOM's 21 interna-
tional commissioners.

Canada -South Korea
Vérification Workshop

Representatives front EAITC's Verifi-
cation Researchi Unit traveiled to Seoul
for a verification workshop with South
Korean officiais on June 16 and 17. The
Canadians made presentations on Can-
ada's verification researchi program, the
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in
Europe, Open Skies, and new approaches
to multilateral verification. The South Ko-
reans, in tum, provided an assessment of
problems reiated to verification and confi-
dence-building on the Korean peninsula.
The workshop underscored Canada's inter-
est in confidence- and security-building in
the Asia-Pacific region.

Asia-Pacific Securlty
Con férence

Scholars and officiais from Russia, Ja-
pan, the US, North and South Korea, Aus-
tralia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thaiiand, In-
donesia and other interested countries will
join their Canadian counterparts in Van-
couver fromn Mardi 21 to 24, 1993 to dis-
cuss issues related to Asia-Pacific security
and stability. The conference is part of
EAITC's North Pacific Cooperative Secu-
rity Dialogue (NPCSD), initiated in July
1990. The NPCSD involves a series of
academic and non-governmental organiza-
tion (NGO) workshops aimed at focusing
attention on security issues in the North
Pacific and at exploring prospects for re-
gional security dialogue.

The Disarmament BulletinNumber 19 - Winter 1992193


