
1842 	 Treàty of Washington (Ashburton-Webster) 

not less than 80 guns, to enforCe, separately and respectively, the laws, rights, 
ànd obligations -of each of the two countries for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade; the said squadrons to be independent of each other, but the two Govern-
ments stipulating nevertheless to give such orders to the officers commanding 
their,  respective forces, as shall enable them most effectually to act in concert 
And co-operation, upon mutual consultation, as exigencies may arise, for the 
attainment of the true object of this Article; copies of all such orders to be 
communicated by each government to the other respectively. 

IX. Whereas, notwithstanding all efforts which may be made on the coast 
of Africa for suppressing the Slave Trade, the facilities for carrying on that 
traffic, and avoiding the vigilance of cruisers, by the fraudulent use of flags and 
other means, are so great, and the temptations for pursuing it, while a market 
•can be found for slaves, so strong, as that the desired result may be long 
delayed, unless all markets be shut against the purchase of African negroes;— 
the parties to this Treaty ag-ree that they will unite in all becoming representa-
tions and remonstrances with any and all the Powers within whose dominions 
such markets are allowed to exist; and that they will urge upon all such Powers 
the propriety and duty of closing such markets effectually, at once and for ever. 

*X. It is agreed that Her_Brita.nnic Majesty and the United States shall, 
upon mutual requisitions by them or their Ministers, Officers, or Authorities, 
respectively made, deliver up to justice all persons who, being charged with the 
crime of murder, or assault with intent to commit murder, or piracy, or arson, 
or robbery, or forgery, or the utterance of forged paper, committed within the 
jmisdiction of either, shall seek an asylum, or shall be found within the terri-
tories of the other; provided that this shall only be done upon such evidence of 
criminality as, according to the laws of the place where the fugitive or person 
so charged shall be found, would justify his apprehension and commitment for 
trial, if the crime or offence had there been committed; and the respective 
Judges and other Magistrates of the two Governments shall have power, juris-
diction, and authority, upon complaint made under oath, to issue a warrant for 
the apprehension of the fugitive or person so charged, that he may be brought 
before such Judges or other Magistrates, respectively, to the end that the evid-
ence of criminality may be heard and considered; and if, on such hearing, the 
evidence be deemed sufficient to sustain the charge, it shall be the duty of the 
examining Judge or Magistrate to certify the same to the proper executive 
authority, that a warrant may issue for the surrender of such fugitive. The 
expense of such apprehension and delivery shall be borne and defrayed by the 
party who makes the requisition and receives the fugitive. 

XI. The VIIIth Article of this Treaty shall be in force for 5 years from 
the date of the exchange of ratifications, and afterwards until one or the other 
party shall signify a wish to terminate it. The Xth Ârticle shall continue in 
force until one or the other of the parties shall signify its wish to terminate it, 
and no longer. 

XII. The present Treaty shall be duly ratified, and the mutual exchange of 
ratifications shall take place in London within 6 months from the date hereof, 
or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have signed this Treaty, 
and have hereunto affixed our seals. 

Done in duplicate at Washington, the 9th day of August, 1842. 
(L.S.) ASHBURTON. 	 (L.S.) DANL. WEBSTER. 

"  Set.  Explanatory Note page 23. 

22 


