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The Canterbury Tales.
The Canterbury Tales arc so callkd beatse they

are supposed to be told by a snumibcr of people who
were riding on a pilgrimage frorn London to
Canterbury.

A pilgriînage is a journcy made by pious persons
to the place where somc holy ian or wornan bas
lived or died, and in Chauce?'s time such journeys
were very comnion. A fav'ourite pilgrimage wa.s
to the tomb, of St. Thionias-thiat Thomnas Becket
who was rnurdered in the Cathedral at Canterbury
by the knights of King Henry 1I,

journeys w ere diflicuit and dangerous in tliosc
days. The roads were very bad and robbers were
many. So for safety. as weil as for companionship,
people would travel in large parties. No doubt thry
often told stories and sang songs on the way to pass
the time; and those who had madle many pilgrm-
ages, and been ini distant countries, would haveinteresting adventures and tales to tell. As Scott
makes Marmnion say:

] Ove st"b bol> ramblers; stil
They knOw to charm a weary hiUl
With sogmanmce, or lay;,,
Some jovia tale, or glee, or jest,
Some lying Iegend, at the least,
They bring to cheer the way.

So Chaucer, instcad of telling his stoirses. w hisown persn, puts themn into thceznouths of soàne ofthese pilgrims. But first he tels us about thc pil1-
- giMs themscives, and bow be came to know theni,in an introduction to the Tales called thc Prologue.

17his Prologue is perbaps thc best thing thatChaucer ever, wrote, and the most famous. It
begins with a beautiful bit about spring, telling ushow everything is stirred to life by the suri and thewarmn rain and wind, and bow then, when the cropsare beginning to grow and the birds to sing, peoplelong to. travel to new and Strange places, and howesPecialY they go f rom every part of England toCanterbury, to the tomb of the boly, blessed martyr.4

Then it'goes' on: Chaucer was staying at an inn,called the Tabard, in Southwark, which is part ofLondon, on bis way to Canterbury, when he foundthat there wmere altogether twenty-nine People therethat Megt, who were ail g oing on the same pilgrim-age. There was plenty of room for themn and theirhorses at the inn; they wcre very comfortabîe and

Very nmerry. (blaticer. macle friends with e«"y omof themn, and they agreed to ride to, Caterbw7 .SU
togethier. and to start carly the. next raq

Thiere mwvrc ail, sorts of people ami tus pli-
grimis. and Chaucer describes theni go wdl t«Int h l
aliost like scring them for ourseves and houab«
thein taIk. 1 le begins with the. knight

The knight was a .truly brave miu. aud b4always loved feats of arms. and bonour 4ud.tuM
and tCtUtrtes.;. e had fought stoutly for bsko«
and liad bcen in war in many countries, bethm, a
well as Ohristian. lile had fougbt in fifteeuide&*
battles. and everywhere had won geut homo.'.
B~ut lie was flot' only brave in buftte; he wssma
wise In counicil. And with ail ti"ihe 'was modoo
and gesatie in his mianners as a maide nsd lMd meroin ail his lie said a rude or diamort.ou.wS ord*anyone. 1le was a very perfect, noble knigit Nehiad just got home from a long jouru7y a"dwus
hiastening to go on the. pilgrimage, withlàiSmct(«r
gepoun,,as il was cailed) of fustiin, ail simiasi
bis armour.

The kniglit's son, Who wus yet ouly a *lu% udabout twenty years old, wus very gay inu a siMagown with wide slceves ai mrldrdwMh Mdand whbite flowers, "11k. a mesdow."»IMe a
strong and well muade, and laid crly imar. ne Vwuaccomplisbecl, for he could ride, dance, drm wpis-turcs, write, and make and tifngsne& .ib.d-
very good manners, too-

Courteous bc was lowly aaW 8d uerebk
And auved before hbl m .rat te da.t

He was always singing or Whàd4in. Yog
though b. was, 'he alto had "lfollowed IosillItydeeds of war," and bad borne hirusef *obly i
hopes of plcasing the lady whom le loved&

The wife of Bath was a very aauà*iqpersan *rcad about, but not s0 pleasat to know, for dus-wua great scold. She had a bold red face Md iw«rred stockings, fine new shoes, and a bat as brt*d.easa target. She was so, clever at weavwg c"otittino one could equal bier, and the had a vm er fIopinion of herself. She was a great trave1Ier, andhad been at Jerusaleni tire. times, in Italy, SPainand, Germany, for she had plenty of mmoey. SMthiad- had five husbancls, who, were all dead;s but siewas very cheerful and jolly although the was deaf.The clerk of Oxenford was'a.great shh' uvery poor. He was verY thin, and his hors. -wuaias legn as is a rake." liesetiith ou
qm 
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