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SPECTAL STUDY FOR THE MONTH~- LONGFELLOW

enry Wadsworth Longfellow, the
Children 'y Poet, was born on the 27th
Februa vy, 1807, in Portland, Maine. He
Was always a (ulet, studious boy, not
Tond of rough games or sports, but
always to be found with a book, of
‘\'.hich there were many of the best n
_hls home. His mother encouraged him
to read the best poetry of the day, and
Qe was particularly fond of Trving s
.Skvtch Book.” When he was quite a
Itﬂ(_’ boy he wrote several short poems,
)ll}'mg his college years he contributed
articles  and poems to some of the
~Amerieap magazines, but this did not
Mterfere with hig studies, and in 1825
¢ stood so well in his class that he
offered the post of Professor of
Modery Languages. Tn order to fit him-

‘;‘"]f for this position he spent some time
n

was

: “arope, studying the life and
1‘?111&1109 of the Old World, Longfellow

A4S marrvied in 1831, and a few years
“ft(’f' this he was invited to become
rofessor of Modern Languages at
. ‘f”'y:u-d University.  While travelling
11‘1 E‘”‘Ol)t‘ before making his home in
aMmbridge, Longfellow lost his wifo.
‘):;T"P ]v;(’l' death he settled ]'1} Heidle-
]it(’i{’lf“ 1ere h.(‘ made a study of German
e 1n its various phases,
“VJ(I)IPG]IS:;G he returned to Cambridge,
N - B¢ was shortly established in the
;:):t?t‘:; ](’l‘aigie House. This was a
Ditab]'.uv,o,]d colonial h(.)use, W‘lﬂl hos-
aint \‘()1 andahs on either side and
Wallg g'll‘lwn shutters against its white
of t(’]:l'- : 1]e house stood in the centre
by i)<>‘(ltpf~ ]m\'ns, and was surronndaed
v autiful old elin trees, George
193:1}(111‘11132031 once made ﬂ'lis house his
ﬂ't(q-“vf{].]]f'm’ and slept in the rooin
Study 'q( 81 used by TJ(.)llgf(‘,”()\V as his
Doey, "\ ‘“v(f'ﬂbout, w]'nch he wrote a
M avhich these Tines appear:

Uy, .
f and down thege echoing stairs,
\j".\' With the weight of cares,
Sounded his majestie tread;

Yes, within thig very room,
Sat he in those hours of gloon,
Weary both in heart and head.

In 1842 Longfellow paid his third
visit to Burope, and it was while there
that he reeeived the inspiration for
some of his best known poems.  On his
return he was married to a Miss Apple-
ton, of Boston. She was the mother of
the children “grave Alice and langhing
Allegra, and Edith with golden hatr.”
Longtellow had always loved: children,
and his own five seem to have been an
infense delight and an nspiration to
him always. After eighteen vears of
happy married life, Longfellow’s wife
lost her life in a tragic manner, her
dress catehing fire from a mateh on
the floor. The tender-hearted poet was
almost crushed by this terrible bereave-
ment, and he sought solace in the trans-
lation of Dante’s great poem.

During the remainder of his life
Longfellow devoted himself exclusively
to his writing, having resigned his pro-
fessorship some time before his wife’s
death. !

[t is hardly necessary to enumerate
his work. Who has not been touched
by the musical pathos of ““Evangel-
ine, " interested and amused by ‘‘Miles
Standish’’?  Who has not swayed
to the vhythm of “‘Hiawatha’’ his hap-
piness and sorrow, his work and play?.

Longtellow died on the 24th March,
1882, truly mourned by his country,
and by thousands of readers the world
over. In his death his country lost an
influence for all that -is best, sweet-
est and most wholesome, and the world
lost a sweet singer of songs, whose
memory will remain with children yet
unborn.

The international genius of Long-
fellow was acknowledged at his death
by the placing of a bust to hig memory
in the Poet’s Corner of Westminster

“Abbey.



