. a.very solemn and impressive service,
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geutlemen who have taken charge of. the register,
conmit themselves to any individual., "We give our
Learty. approval to the plan, and, trust it. will be
goue igto with cordiality by teachers and’ employers.]
Qpposed us we ure to the practice of offeriug rewurds
in Sabbath gehools, as placing- the - inducements. to
religious instruction:in a false light, as procucing
envy, strife and sinful emulation, and as edueating
and swengtiiening these selfish feelings whieh it
ought ' to be one great object.of Sabbathi-school in-
struction, and of all. education, to* represe,’ we can-
not hut regard this as.entively free from ohjection on
these grounds. - It js following out the desire that
every right minded teacher cherishes--to see his
scholars entering upon the. active duties of life in
cireunstances. favoutrable to theirsgetting forward in
the world-=and.it will. promote an_interest betwixt
tre teacher snd scholar that must long survive the
period of school attendance,. and a sense of mutual
responsibility that eannot fail'to exert a powerlul in-
finence on the character and-conduct of the younrg
appreutice or servant. We aresuve that the teachers
will feel it to be a privilege. and.delight to co-operate
i this plan, May we.notalso hope that Christian
masters nud mistresses will cheerfully’ lend their aid
i carrying it into effect. 'No complaint is more com-
won or: better founded than that occasioned by the
conduct of female servants; now here is an excellent
opportauity for pious ladies receiving givls fresh from
the purifying aunosphere of the. Sabbath school, to
be trained to. all those habits of honesty, indastry,
cleanliness and econemy, that are.so often and justly
desiderated. in this class of house servants, Masters
will find 1t equally their advantage to secure well-
hehaved boys for skops and work-shops, and whe,
uuder proper guidance (and it is worth the while: of|
amployers to consider how. far they themselyves are
answerable for the deteriorated character of their ser-
vants), may grow up orderly and trustwerthy men.
Such an excellent method of patrenising young mer-
it deserves to be warmly. supported, and, with due
caution on the part of teachers, it canaot fail of suc-
cess.—Scotlish Guardian.

CEHE CUVARDEL W
HALIFAX, N. 8. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 1840.

FIRST ORDINATION IN NOVA-SCOTIA.

The- appointment and oidination of one ot our
brethren, a fellow mortal, to the office of the Sacred
Ministry, is at all times and in ordinary circumstanees
No engage-
ment is so entirely spiritual in its nature as that to
which be is then set apart, no vows canbe conceived
more sucred and . obligatory than those which are
then made, and no duties are so difficult and import-

ant as those which the Christian Minister is called to]
petform. If the ordination of every Minister is.al

service of such solemn: and. awful moment, and if
one who was not a whit bebind the very. chiefest of
the Apostles, felt and acknowledged his insufficien-
ey for the faithful and successful performance of the
duties of an Ambassador of Christ, the introduction
aof the Chmstian Ministry into a new country, and the
propagation of the Gospel among its poor and scatter-
ed and neglected population, cannot fail 1o be view-
ed as events of ‘peculiar impotrtance by every enlight-
ened and pious mind, events deeply interesting at
the time and ‘in the place where they occur, and
worthy to be had in everlasting remembrance.

Few persons indeed, in this.celony are sufficiently
alive lo the inestimable value of the Religious privi-
leges which our predecessors have secured to us, or
sufficiently grateful to God, for raising up such dis-
tinguished benefuctors to-Society, and enabling them
to undertake such laborious services, and endure such,
trying privations when planting. a brauch of the

Christian Church in this moral wilderness. It is||

painful to think that men, who were so eminent and
so useful in their day and generation are so soon.and
50 completely forgotten in'succeeding ages, and-that
the occupations and amusements of the present mo-
ment sheuld at onee, prevent us from reflecting npon
the past-und prepariug for the future,

In tracing back the history. of the Church of Christ
in this Colony, for a period of sixty or seventy years,
and in perusiog the very seanty and imperfect hints
and wmemorials whichrare stith presaryed of the Min-
Wters of o bye-gone generation, we have been deeply

Sppressed widh wonder and astonishmeat, at the toils

Iwhich some of these early Presbyterian and €ongre-
gationalist Mlinisters endured, and at the success
which attended their Missionary exertions, and we
ihave heen led to adwmire the means which they em-
ployed in thainfant and impoverished state of Socie-

1y in which their lot was eust, to, keep alive the in-|

terests of Religion, and. to provide for the spiritual
welfare of the destitute sertlers around them. We
have a very striking ,instance and convincing proof
of the truth and aceuracy of these remarks in the
proceedings to which we now solicit the fixed at-
tention.of our-Readers, .

The Dutch and German Culvinists at Lunenburg,
having heen_ entirely destitute for the .space. of six-
teen yedrs, ever since their arrival in the Colony in
1753, of a.regular Minister, who might break the
breaul of life to them in due season, and perform.the
other duties of the Ministerial function, . agreeably 10
the scriptures and the dictates of their own consci-
ences, and having made a regular application to the
Ministers of their own denomiaation in Philadelphia,
who could give them noencouragement, as they were
unable to obain a sufficient supply for their.own
vacancies, at length as a last resort; fixed their eyes
upon one from among themselves, Mr. Bruiw Rou-
cas CommiNGoE, commonly known by the name of
jrown, as a fit person to become their spiritual pas-
tor, and sixty families belonging to.the Calvinist. de-
nomination, united together in‘an-application to the
Ministers of the Dissenting Interest in Nova-Seotia,
to set him apart to the office of the saered Ministry
among-them... Their request was exceedingly urgent
and their long neglected condition called alond for
immediate relief..

The Ministers to whom their applieation. was made
felt-an anxious desire to listen. to their petitian and
comply with their request.  But as this: appears to
have been .if not -the first, certainly one of the very
first ordinations in Nova-Scotia, as:'Mr. Brown al-

thongh a zealous and pious .man, was destitute of a

liberal education, and unacquainted with the learned
languages, as the eyes of the public were fixed upon

nation were desirous that Religion should net’be in-

{jured by such a procedure, thiey considered it neces-

sary to use all that precaution. which it was possible
for them.10 do, in such an important affas  And it
was only after.they had received ample evidence
from gentlemen of the most undoubted veracity, of
the excellence of his moral character;. and had en-
quired into Lis qualifications for so sacred.an employ-
ment, his knowledge of speeulative. and practieal
Religion, his ability rightly to. divide the word of
truth, and the avticles of his faith, and had obtained

consented to ordain Me. Brown to:the Sacred Minis-
try at Lunenburg.,

On the 3d of July, 1770, .nearly .70. years ago,.a
number of Ministers from different parts of the coun-
try, assembled in St. Matthew’s Church, then a Con-
gregationalist Meeting House, for his_ ordination.
The Rev. J onx.SEccomBE, of Chester, one of the most
distinguished Ministers of the Congregutionalist
Church, and higlily esteemed for his worth and:piety.
both at Chester and Halifax, where he officiuted alter-
nately, with much acceptance for many years, preach.
ed-the ordination sermon, froni John xxi. 15, 16. 1y,
illustrating this portion of Seripture, he proved in
his usual plain and practical strain of address. 1,
That it is the will of God that there should be an or-
dev of men to preach the word and to carry on the
work of the Gospel Ministry. 2. That some are ealf.
ed unto and employed:in this, work ; and 8, That j;
is a great advantage unto, and necessary qualification
for such men to be endowed with sanctifying grace,
that they sincerely love the FLord Jesus Christ, ung
he concluded a truly useful and evangelical sexmon,
with a very solemn address to the person about to |
ordained, to the people who had made choice ‘of him
for their Pastor, and o the whole assembly conveneg
on that serious oceasion,

them, and as the Ministers invited to join in his ordi-|

full satisfaction on all these particulars, that they|

The Qrdination serviceo then commenced. Mr
Kantback and Mr. Shuply, the Commissioners $rou
the Calvinist Congregation 4t Lunenburg, having
publicly intimated, in reply to the questivns addressed
unto them, theiy renesval on their.own behalf and on
behalf of the congregation, of their call to §r. Brown,
and:-he having. in the same. public-and deliberate:
mauner signified his acceptanee of the said call and
invitation to be-their pastor, the usual questions were
putto him; respecting his belief in-the Sacred Scrip-
tures, his adherence to the Confession of Faith, and
the Heidelberg and Assembly’s Catechisms, his zeal
and ﬁdelily,_in maintaining the truths of the Gospel,
and the unity and peace of the Church, his-adher-
ence to the Worship, Discipline, and Government of
the Refornied Presbyterian Churches, his motives for
engaging in b work of the Ministry, and bis dili-
genceand attention in-the performance.of ministerial
duties, his subjection. to his Brethren and to. the -
Discipline ot the Church; his care of his own family,
and his alleigance to King George the Thied, to all
of which he returned satisfactory answers 5 Mr.
Brown was then solemnly ordained to the Ministry
of the Word, by Prayer and.the imposition.of hands.
A very suitable charge was then gwer. to- My, Beown
and to the Representatives of the Congregation, by
the Rev. Mr. Lyon, then Minister we believe, in or
near Windsor, and the right hand of Fellowship was .
given to him by the Rev. Mr. Phelps, Congregation-
dlist Minister. at. Cornwallis, that he might take part -
of the Sacred Ministry with them, and be owned and
acknowledged as a Minister of the Gospel regularly
ordained, wishing: grace and mercy and peace from .
God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, to be -
multiplied upon him, and the Flock over which the
Holy Ghost had made him an overseer;

The ordination of Mr:Brown marks an era in the his- -
tory ofthe Chuceh in this Province, and appears to
have excited much interest, and to have afforded gene- .
(ral satisfuction in Halifax at the tine. ~We find that
his Excellency the Right Hon. Lord Win. Campbell;.
Governor of the Province, with a number of his
Majesty’s. Council, honoured'the Meeting with their
presence on that solemn oceasion, and along with
several denominations of Christians then presént,
expressed their entire satisfaction with the transacti--
ons'of the day. Bir. Brown continued.to discharge -
Lis pastoral duties to the Calvinist .congregation. at -
Lumenburg, with great zeal and fidelity for nearly
half a century, and a few years ago ended lis mortul
career in that place, at a very advauced age.

We have abridged the foregoing account of Mr- .
Brown’s ordination from a small volume printed by
Mr. A. Henry, at Halifax, in 1770, containing Mr-
Seceombe’s Sermon, a narrative of the reasons. for
Mr: Brown’s ordination, and the questions addressed
unto him, drawn up- by the Rev. Mr. Murdoch, of
Hortony. the Rev. Mr. Lyon’s eharge, and the Rev- -
Mur. Phelps’ concluding address. The volume is in-
scribed by Messrs. Seccombe and Lyon, to Malachy
Salter, Esq. as the first efforts of the kind to proniote
the Protestant Dissenting Interest in the Provinces
and-asa token of esteemand delight in the zeai which
he had manifested on.every proper occasion, to ad*
vance the interests of Religion in this infant Colonys
and to provide for the support ot such Dissenting '
Ministers in-the Provinee, as stoodsin need of assist~ -
ance. We intend g0on to make some extracts frot
this volume, and from several manuscript sermons:
of Mr. Seccombe’s now in our possession.

As-the meeting of the Synod of Nova Scotia ia-nigh
at hand, and will be'held this year in Halifax, our cle
rieal {viends througiiout the country, will have an X~
cellent opportunity on thas occasion, of which we have
no doubt they will readily avail themselves, of advo”
cating the interests and promoting the cirenlation O
our weekly periodical, as they wiil tlien be enabf,:'d' to
collect and transmit the subscriptions due in their .l'ﬂf
spective neighbourhoods, and at the same |ima‘-ﬁi.m79h'*
us with the names of such persons as may Wish'®

- 1y e ey
\hecome annual subseribers, We have already be¢



