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rMâÂBOH l9th, 1885.
IF the Prince of Wales does no other good by the visit to Ireland, o

which lie seorne to be resolutely determined, lie will show his own couraý
and sense of duty. Not that hie will really be exposed to the slighte
danger; lie will be safer, if anything, at Dublin than lie ie at Sandrin
bain. The leaders know full well that an attempt upon his life would b
the most enormous of blunders, and that, should anything of the kin
occur, instead of getting rid of the Crimes Act which is their present ain
they wculd bring upon theuiselves a Crimes Act with a vengeance. Froi
the stir which'the announcement of the visit has created in Ireland, an
the trouble which it evidently causes among Disunjonists, we mnay gathe
what the'efficacy of the talisman, had it been tried early and of ten enougi
would have been. The anxiety of English Radicals, in sinister allianc
with the Parnellites, to turn the Prince from his resolution shows tha
they also fear the possible effect. Those who now (lefend the Court o
the ground that the visits of the Queen to Ireland, though few and ehort
have heen more in numbor than those of hier predecessors forget tha
tbree years ago the Time8, in an apologetie editorial which was evidentl
inspired, took a very opposite lino of dofence, and argued that for somne mys
terious reason the presenco of the Court in Ireland would nlot have don
goad but harm. A sovoreign in thé present day who noglects a duty othis kind, and neglects it in spite of constant and earnest remonstrance
cannot be acquitted. or even excused by the example of the kinge in th
last century when Ireland was really reinoto and before the neceesity oconciliating the people liad been recognized by the advisers of the Crown
The Prince's visit, honaurable to himelf, ie on the part of the Court the
confession of a fault now irreparable, and in its consequences most disas-
trous. Dicunionist dongogism and litorature, in the absence of any
countorclîarm, have evideiitly done thoir work. The gravity of the situa
tion jsecnhanced by a budden change in the attitude of the Catholic
flishops, who have hitherto, oppoeed the agitation; but now, with the usual
faithiesene8s of prieethoods, are stealing over to the Nationaliet sida,havîiig made up their mindc that the Nationalist cause je strong. The
upshot je that it will ho neceseary in the end to uphold the Union byforce ; in that way, if in no other, unlese the nation has fallen into dotage,
the Union will ho upheld.

SOME people in England have refueed te suhecribe te the Gordon Marna-
rial if Mr. Gladstone je a suhecriher. Thîey say that hoe is Gordon's
murderer. Mr. Ruskin telle the world that tlîo Governinent wanted te
get rid of Gordon. This je more raving. At a groat coct, net enly of
money, but of the blood of Britiehi soldiers, wlîicli after aIl desorves came
consideration, the Governînent made an effort te reecue Gordon, and the
relieving army, crowned with victory, wvas at hand wlien Khartoum feîl,flot through its inabilitv ta hold out, but throughi the treachery of its
garrison. What je most to bo feared je that this delirieus oxciteinent, te
which a nation once eminentl>' cobor-ninded ceorne of late te have ahan-
doned itself, may through the Prose and the leuse of Commons comnînini-
cate itself ta tho policy of the Govertiment. England is new beset with
dangers on every aide. She ie, of course, hound te prevent Egypt frem
beiîîg overrun and dovastated b>' the Mahdi. But whether she should persist
in sonding a large portion of her scanty force across a thiret>' and deadl>'
desert ta cape wîth the fanatical swarms of the Mahdi's followers on their
awn ground is a question whicli ouglit ta be (loterminod by the cooleet
judgwent, net by passionato anger or wild regret. There je no stain upon
the arme of England ta bo wiped ont: in avery encounter lier soldiers bave
gloriously triumphed. Sa long as Egypt je safe can it greatly mattor what
mbl or what anarchy prevails in the Soudan ?h le this imposter worth the
powder 1 If left ta himeelf, will hoe net collapse ?May net diplomacy
and mono>' do the work as well as tho eword 1Lord Hartington says
tliat victor>' is indispensable ta the retention of Mahometan allegiance.
This je at least a motive of policy, net of passion, while it caste a lurid
liglit upan the multifarieus perile of a vast and heterogeneous Empire.
But the Mahdi, as a pretender te the religions empire of tho world, can
hardly ho regarded with eympathy hy the eetahliehed Commander of the
Faithful, or by the regular authorities of Mecca. Victory, at all avents,
ouglit te ha assured beforehand, for defeat would ba moral ruin. It was
in those ragions that Camabyses, made hie ill-etarred expedition against the
king of the Ethiopians. Before lie had get a fifth part of the way acrose
the desert, according ta, Herodotus, hic provisions failed ; but the insane
dospot, te, wbom nebedy dared give honest advice, continued ta advance,till cannibalism hrcaking out among his seldiers gave him stern counsel,
and ho at hast retreated with the wreck cf hie vast host. A domocracy in
à state cf fury is sometimeri as insane as an>' despot.

n SIR JOHN MÂCDONALD'S straightforward and decisive answer to
~e Bakes qustin abut he anadian Contingeont will dispel a stroflg

st illusion in England ; and the trutb, though it may not bo welcomne, will~-be very wholeeome. in an article on hie favourite subject of ImpoliS1

>e Federation in the Nfineleenth, Century Mr. W. E. Forster, who ouglit ta
.d have the beet information, pute the Gove.rnment of the Dominion of
e, Canada first among the Colonial Qovernments, which "lhave declared that

in the United Kingdoin, with ail its colonies, form one country for the
d purpoess of defence. " " They have made this declaration," hie adds, "oul
r behiaif of their people by the offer to give not only their money, but their

î,men, for the defence of the Flag in a war of more than usual danger and
e privation, and tlîeir people have supported their Governmont ini the"~
.t offiers witb patriotic enthusiasm-n." With this hallucination on hie brai"
n Mr. Forster goes down to the Huse of Commons and incites Parliament

~,and the nation to an inflexible prosecution of the war in the Soudan. 116
t and ahl the politicians and journaliste who have been saying the sallie
y thing, an d like him encouragin g England in a dangerous policy by as5u!l- ances of colonial support, will now see their error se far as Canada il
e concernied. No Contiing3nt lias been offered. No Contingent ever will be
f offered for this or for any other war. The population of the colony istO

mixed ; the influences alien to England in its Parliament are too stroog;
e the military intereste of thc Empire are too remoto. Canada, moreavery
f has spent in niilitary and political railways any money which ehe miight

*have bad te spare. There are Englishmen bore, many a one passionatelY
attnched to Englnnd ; but they will have to show their attachment by the

*use of their own resources and in their own way.

EVERYJJODY is saying hîow strange it cene that Mr. Arthur, on his
*retiremont from the Presidency, shommld ho thinking of returning, ta the

practice of law, and that, nfter heing tlîe peer of kings, hoe should not 0111Y
have to enrn hic bread, but take rank again beneath. his seniors in the
profession and ho exposed to the contentions buffetinge of the Bar. It io
net only strange, but unseendy and impolitic. Equality and civisml like
other good thimgs inay ho carried te tho length of extravagance. The
foreign part of the Anerican population, at ah evente, je not likel>' tO
learn a wholesomo lesson from a disregard of the proprieties, not ta a'Y
the decencies, of State. Even a place in the Legishature, such as wau held
by Mr. Adams, if it entails a froch immersion in pnrty broile, eens iinsuit-
able teone who lias heen the head of the whole nation. -The leielator
may come into collision wvith his own acte as President. A calmn and
dignified retirement will ueually ho the proper close of an Ex-PreidOflt'o
life, and to enable him to retire with dignity hoe should ho allowed a
reasonable pension, which will bo well earned by four years of Public
slavery. Had tlîis been the rule tbe Republic would have heen spared
tho scandal of Gcneral Grant's fi nancial niisadventures. ilundreds Of
millions are lavishîed in pensions te soldiers, the exploits of many of Whomf
if they could ho scru tinized, would ho found to bo nominal, and perhaps ta
include bounty-;juinping. Is the Republic se slavishly addicted ta the
worshmip of the sword that, unlike any other civilized nation, it boldo
military service alone wortlîy of recognition, and allowe tlîe moat illUstrious
of its civil servants, oven the elected chief of the nation, to, ho seeu turnilig
a mili in hie old age ?

DFEýtICRACY je not an economnical form of government; it certainly is
not in the United States; looking to the growth of our debt we nîay porhaPo,say net in Canada either. Yet it je very difficult te con vinoe the demOe
cratic masses of the wisdom of paying well for the higliest services and
placing the holders of great truste ahove temptatien. Envy of large incarnesporbaps enters into the repugnance as well as thrift. Our judges inCanada nre etill underpaid, and it ceorne hopelees to get their pay raised tathe proper anjount, though an able and incorruptible judiciary is the eheet,anchor of a commercial nation. Our Ministers of State are greatly uider-
paid :tlîcir salaries ought te ho raised at loast fifty per cent.; or rather
perhaps as increased salaries might entail increased expendiure, a Minieter
ought af ter a certain terni of labour to bc entitled, like the British Ministersof State, te poncions. But who will propose this roform ?i Ministers
cannot : they would ho propoeing a grant to themeelves.

BEFORE hoe had taken the oath of office President Cleveland was obliged
ta declaro hie opinion on the policy of continuing the coinage of cilver
dollars, worth bass than eighty-five conte each, at the rate of twenty-eight
millions a year. What bas happened and is happening-the cheaper
currency displacing the dearer-was foreseen. Since the daye of Hume this
law lias heen understood, and its oporation often witnessed. Tlie shadow ofthe threatened catastrophe the President cees in the fact that the ccsumf afgold ini the F'ederal Treasury, now av4il4ble for the payment of gold obliga-


