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N these bot su mmer days, wlîilst political parties are
earnestly striving frthe miastery amd eîîdeavouriîig to

COflvince the people wbo are the true guardians of the public
interests, it is a positive relief for one like myseif, tied downl
bY Official duties to the green clotlî table of the Huse, to
allO" lus thouglits to wander to thme deliglîtful bays and liar-
bours of the gent gulf tlîat grand nortleriî portal of thie
cOntinent-to-wiceh, fromn the earliest tiîîîes of whîicb we bave
""Y autlientie record, inen, faniîous in thie aninals of thîe \vorld,
bave often foun(i their way. Here the sof t, cool sea res
croate a delicious temiperature of whiicb the (lweliers in On-

tario ean bardly have any conceptioni except tlîey hiappen to
be on the batiks of thie wild M.Nuskoka- lakes oî' iii soîne bay
Of nui>thtY Superior. Nowbiere ii America caii the tourist
fin'd 'flore tboroughi repose--nowliere cari the studeîît find

thanr Oitrestn a'ssociations of the past hiistory of Caniada
tano h sbor'es of those two noble islands, Cape Bretoni

%t Newfoundîand, wvbicli stand like sentinels to guard the
Atlantic approaches to Canada. 0f Cape Breton I have
frequently written in tbese pages. Aluîost every bay, every
porte every river bears a naine wbvlih coniiects us witli the
bistory of Arnerica for four centuries. As we pass by its
sbores we recaîl the times wben John Cabot and bis English
crew,, in the Bristol sbip, the -ilfatthew, first saw its headlaîîds;

Whenl Basque, Breton and Norman fishermen dragged up the
riches of the 'sea in its prolific waters ; when the hardy New
Englanders of the expedition, led by Pepperrell in 1745,

noble fleet, directed by Boscawen, wlîitened the ocean that
washes its shores ; when Wolfe forever associated bis naine
Wvith the grassy mouîîds that now alone remain to tell of
Onice famous Louisbourg. I n the fisbing bamiet of Lorarnbec
~-probably a memorial of ancient Norunibega-in thîe Bras
d'or, that beauteous lake, in the spacious Bay of Gabarous,

OnI the lofty headlar>ds of Cape North and St. Lawrence, ini
the fertile Boularderie, in the prosperous island of Madame
Witb its, contented Acadian villages, in the beautiful bar-

bolOnce known as Spaniisli and now as Sydney River, in
the 0loud covered cape called IlSmoky " (Enfumé), in the

Picturesque bay of Niganiche, in thie historic cape which bas
gîven the islanid its namne since thîe beginning of the six-
teenth century, we bave indelible monunients of the past
four centur ies,

But I imust not linger longer among the scenes of îny
0Yhood, interesting as are the associations whiich dling to,

aft, shes J must ask îny reader to cross tbe Strait, named
gtr e iatrepid navigator John Cabot, and land on the

e"It ila ofNewfoundland to wbiclî so mucb attention
ha8 beeni directed of late. At a very opportune timie we
find Offered for, our reading a liandsoine volume* of about

75Opges ullof historie facts whicli have nover before ap-
Perdin print, and illustrated by many valuable maps and
~keche reatig to the ancient and modern history of this

'%land Wbieb, like Cape Breton, is full of the memories of
th Our bundred years which have passed since its discov-

ey laround its shores stili dling tbe naines wbicbi can
be taed to Basque, Portuguese, French and English mari-

flers, Who, since the days of the Cabots, bave ventured on
i- Iiibak and carried back to Europe stores of its neyer

Priuing wealtb. The author of this valuable work is Judge

rOWse Wbose name will be familiar to historical students as

tat 0, ne wo as devoted many years of is lfe to the
gtuldy Of original documents and records bearing on the bis-

Iî 'riHistory of Newfoundlancl froin the Englisli, Colonial
4 ralb.5 b Records."' By D. WV. Prowse, Q.C., .Judge of the Con-

Iiiuinstcet Court of Newfoundland. With a prefatory note by Ed-
GueoOsse. With 34 collotypes, ov.er 300 text illustrations and

8v,,aOU r naps. London and New York: Macmillan & Co. lmp.
S'IP. xxiji+716.

799

tory of the island of whiclî lie bias becorne so entbusiastic as
to dlaim for it a niost intilnate connection witb the maritime
and colonial greatness of England. Vie book, ini the opinion
of an ordinary reader, rnay be less interesting on account of
it assumning the forin of chronicles rather than that of a
striutlv uuiîsecutivt, historical narrative, but this very feature
gfives it greater value for the student since it affords hini
an insiglbt into valuable materials which have been long
hidden fromr the historian. The inaps and illustrations, so
numerous and so well executed, also give to the work a posi-
tive value and entitles it to be placed in every well-equipped
library alongside of Justin Winsor's Il Narrative and Critical
i.story of Amierica," which is so generally recognized as a

perfect compendium of ancient inaps ani books relating to
the past bistory of Ainerica.

On reading the preface one wvill naturally ask the ques-
tien, What connection caît the eriîiînt English critic, Mr.
Edmnund Gosse, biave witb tlîis 'great island of the Gulf ?
Mr. Gosse ('jve., us on this point information whichi is ncw

and interesting. Jus father, it will be rnebrdb
scientific mnen, was an emînent naturalîst and~ fellow Qf the
Royal Society of London, wbose fainily liad lîcen long identi-
fied witb the bistory of Poole in Dorsetshire. This town
had been long the Eîîglish port and emporiunm of the col-
onv, Ilan(] ecd owed to thme other a great part oif its pros-
perity." Ncarly sixty years ago, Il as the belis wverc ringing
people to clîurcli at Poole,'? the fatlier was carried awvay

with a sinking heart," to a counting bouse in Carbonear,
where lie began those zoological ami entomological studies
witli which bis naine is now honourably associate1 in thîe
world of letters. It wvas thoen a graceful tribute to the
menuory of an eminent scientifie rman, foi inany years &resi-
dent of the colony, tlîat Judge Prowse should ask bis son to

associate bis name with a bistory of the island of whichi lie
lias so inany interesting meniories.

For the purposes of bis lîistory, J udge Prowse divides
the subject-matter into four great epochs of îîearly equal
duratioîî. First, tiiere was the early or chaotic era, fromi
1497 to 1610, Il wlîen the island was a kind of no man's
lanîd, wit¶rnut law, religion or goverrnient, frequented alike
by English and foreign fishermnen, only ruled in a way by
the reckless valour of Devonshire men, lialf pirates, baîf
traders." Next cornes the fishing Admiirai period, fromn
1610 to 1711, "la dismal time of struggle between the col-
onists and the western adventurers or sliip fisbermen from
England." IlThis,,," says Judge Prowse, Il înay also be desig-
nated the colonization perio4l." Theni we corne to the
colonial era under naval governors, f rom 1711 to 1825, thîe
advent of the first resident goverîlor, Sir Thomas Cochrane,
Ilwlîo is now universally adnîitted to have been the best
governior ever sent to Newfoundland ; everywhere are inonu-
ments erected to his myemory " in the shape of important
improvements. Finally, we enter on the modern era, Ilthe
struggle for autonomny," the introduction of legislative insti-
tutions and responsible governînent fromi 1825 to 1895-a
struggle which may be said to have conie down to the present
year, since we bave just seen how near the colony has been
to a loss of complote self-government, and to a lowering of

its political status among the fiee, self-governing depend-
encies of the Crown. llappily, however, it lias apparently
passed successfully througb the crisis, and is flot likely flow

to be reduced to a mere Crowîî colony.

In bis enthusiasmi for the land hie loves so well, Judge
Prowse probably dlaimis more for it as a factor in the history
of the m orl tlian the majority of students wbo have devot-
ed much attention to the subject will be prepared to admiit
without furthier and more substantial evidence than lie bas
adduced. H1e dlaims positively for Bonavista Il the bonour
of being the first land seen in Anierica." No doubt tbe
Cabots sighted some part of Newfoundland in the famous
voyage of 1497, but no author of bigli reputation now-a-days
supports the tbeory of Cape Bonavista as the landfall which

John Cabot made in that voxyage whiclî places his name

among the great navigators of the world, and gave England

bier first dlaim to tbe present Dominion, and to the country

wasbed by the Atlantic from Nova Scotia to Florida. The

modemn naine of Boriavista is obviously a memorial of Por-

tuguese or Spanish voyagers of the early part of the six-
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