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Bill's Best Beloved.

By Hilda B. Morris.

It was on the opening day of the
ttle girls’ kindergarten that Bill
Awrence first met his Best Belov-
ed. That was not her real name,
Ol course, Her real name was Dor-
Othy Lucretia Patterson, but it
Was the name that Bill's uncle,

Omas I,awrence, bestowed upon
her when he first heard of Bill's
devotion .

l.ﬁll’s younger sister, Althea An-
toinette T,awrence, went to the kin-
dergarten class, and when in the
SPring they had their annual Prize
Day, Bill was forced into a despis-
ed best suit and a red necktie to
80 and hear his sister recite a poem
about “Rover and I.”

It is needless to tell how Bill
fought against going. His mother
Was unconquerable. She insisted.
t was necessary for the homor of
the family that he be there. It did
Dot matter that Bill had heard
“Rover and I" at home every
day for the last three weeks. It
did not matter that the other fel-
lows scoffed at him for going to
the girls' school. It did not mat-
ter that his time was valuable;
that he had promised to help “Pir-
ate Pete” build a den that very
a?ternoon. It did not matter that
his best knickerbockers were prickly
and that red neckties were disgrive-
ful for men of his age, when tied in
€hormous bows that completely
Concealed the shirt front. Nothing
Mmattered. Bill must go for the
honor of the family, and Bill went,

He displayed but little interest
}Vhen the curtain went up, disclos-
Ing a broad stage, and he felt posi-
tive disgust when three pig-tailed
maidens appeared and chanted a
song about ‘Little Birdies:” He
turned his face away when another
little girl lisped through a piece
about “Old Mother Hubbard,” and
he began to make desparate plans
Or escape when Althea appeared
With a captivating grin that dis-
Playeq ai the places where teeth

?’h‘o‘ﬂd have been, and recited her
ldlocy.

i)

Bil Whispered a few pleading
WOrds in hig mother's ear.  She
Shook her head. Then Bill settled
Own intg despondency, and the
Ted kindergarten chair on which he
sat, also into ‘the prickly knicker-

bockers and the realisation of the
red tie
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she smiled a charming little smile
that revealed two little dimples,
one in each cheek.

“Mine's William Preston
rence,” he volunteered.

Law-

But with the next performer his,
Mood changed. She was entirely!

erent from the rest. She did!
Mot have absurd pig-tails, nor a
8rin and vacant jaws. Neither did
she recjte a poem which had flowed
TOm an idiot’s pen. Her hair was
Surled in heautiful auburn curls; she
lookeq earnestly at the audience in-
Stead of grinning. Her jaws were
filleg with little white teeth. Her

Bill was charmed. It charmed
In the more that she lisped a lit-
le, a very little. That.was her
only flaw in Bill's eyes, and it
Proved that she was human. She
Ooked at him once or twice with-
OUt a smile or pause. One Other
}:.tﬂe girl had grinned idiotically at
m, .

Bill felt a thrill of genuine plea-
Sure. He watched her bow grace-
fully ang depart, with a feeling of
Tegret. He resolved to see her
again. Al through the rest of that
ntolerahle programme the thoug}_xt
th‘}t he had not come altogether in
vain sustained him. =

Tim  Jones and Bobby Brown,
alias “Pirate Pete,” had lately be-
Come .enamoured of certain. fair
young ladies, and boasted in Bﬂ'l’s
Presence. Bill allowed hopes to arise
1 his heart that perhaps he,. too,
might one day boast. ‘

;He saw the fair object of his de-
Ses trot. down the aisle, and be

Met by her' mother and a nurse-f
. Maid. Her mother patted her and

Smiled. The maid began to clothe
hex in: a fawn-colored teat and a
Pale green hood. V

Bill watched his chance. The lady
Walked away and begah to talk

th some 'other ladies. Bill ap-
Proached with a -manly -air.

“What's your name?” he de-
Manded of the little girl in rather
2 patronizing air, his hands in his
Pockets and his feet spread far
apart. : :

The little gir] looked .up in sur-
Prise. Fven then she did not grin
Of blush,..She, simply: replied: ‘“Dor-

Patterthon.” Then

PR7 .t s

She smiled again, and said:

‘Do vou like sweets, Williax‘n Fal

Bill thrilled all over with delight.
How fine to hear her call him Wil-:
liam!

“Yes,'" he said. :

She thrust a piece of sticky pep-.
permint into his hand and smiled

|
again, as her nurse led her off. |

"Bill yelled ‘“Thanks!” after her,
and stood looking rather rueful.:
He had meant to carry his court-;
ship further than that. o
Bill’s devotion was all absorbing.
On his way home he could think of
nothing else. Dorothy Lucretia
Patterson! It was a very long‘;
name. Bill thought it an impor-
tant sounding name, and, of course,
a beautiful name. Bill wondered
why he had never fallen in love be- |
fore. He had seen many other]
girls, more or less charming, but
that strange devotion had never
thrilled his heart till now. :
Life holds many problems, for
both young and old; but the young

ponder most upon them, and so it |

was that Bili, pondered and thrilled
with delight at the new joy which
had come to him.

At the supper table Bill's mother
asked him a question. Bill, roused !
from his absent mood, replied in
confusion: ‘‘Dorothy Lucretia Pat-
terson.” ‘

Uncle Thomas roared. He thun-
dered.

For Bill this was another prob-
lem. Uncle Thomas, who had flush-
ed red and angry when Bill's ‘mo-;
ther had asked him a guestion
about “those flowers he sent to
Christine Elliott.” Why, then, if it
was a rage provoking matter,
should he laugh at mention of Bill's
Beloved name ? Bill, too, flushed
red and angfy as he put the ques-
tion by to ponder om. N

«Where does your fair one live,
Willy agked Uncle = Thomas
ruelly. . : :
¢ Bmytﬁbgikht a moment. Uncle
Thomas's words hburt Him. He.
knew, now, how to hurt. Uncle
Thomas.
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“Where does yours live? In Green
Street ?’ he inquired politely.

Uncle Thomas saw that the
tables were turned. Christine El-
liott lived in Green Street.

Bill's father and mother cham-
pioned him.

“That's right, Bill,” his f{ather
said, ‘‘give him tit for tat.”

But Uncle Thomas 'was on his
feet again.

“Willy-boy,” he said, ‘‘she does.
1 know how it feels to fall in love.
Unburden your sad, love-stricken,
heart to me perhaps I can assist
you.” .

“Don't tease him, Tom," said
Bill's mother. But Uncle Thomas
did not heed.

“Stop calling me Willy-boy and 1
will,” Bill caught himself. He had
not meant to say he would.

“William, then. William, tell me
the history of your love for Doro-
‘thy Lucretia Patterson.”

Bill was fairly caught. He had
said he would. He did not see the
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TAILOR MADE

Suits, Coats, Skirts,

New Goods, Advanced Styles.

LEE,

New Address

220 Notre Dame Ave,

Belt Line Cars pass door.

GET YOUR JOB PRINTING
DONE AND YOUR RUBBER
STAMPS MADE RBY THE
NORTHWEST REVIEW,

KOBOLD & CO.

CITY NMARKET, WINNIPEG

Dealers in all kinds of

Fresh and

curea [leats
BUTTER, EGGS and YEGETABLES,

GAME IN SEASON.

W. JORDAN

Telephone 750.
Fort St., cor Portage Ave.

By the hour, 710 20............... $1° 00
i 2010 Teeieaiiin . 200
{ One hour and 5 minutes ........... 1 50
‘Onehourand35.................. 2 00
"ToDepot....oovvevniuen .. 1 00,
"From Depot ............0........ .. 100
! Weddings ................... $3 to 5 00
 Christenings................. ..., 2 00

Funerals ...... e i, 300
!Church and Return ......... . " 2 00
!Baltand Return ............ ... ... 300
i No ordet, less than §1. :

——a

Carriages charged. for from time
| they leave the stable until return.
No trunks carried, '

No collector, pay the driver,

The Quickest
and Best Route

TO THE

East and West

Through Cars to

Toronto, Montreal,

Vancouver, Seattle.

PASSENGERS COMFORT
in through tourist cars to

Toronto, Montreal,
Boston,
Vancouver, Seattle.
RATES QUOTED FOR TOURISTS TO
China, Japan,
Around the World.

For full particulars apply to the nearest
C. P. R. agent or write

€. E. McPHERSON,
G. P. A, Winnipeg

ASSURED

By Rail
and Ocean

TO ALL POINTS - -

At Lowest
Rates

For full information consult any Can-
adian Northern Ry, Agent.

City Ticket, Tele raph and Freight
Office, 431 Main St, ’l%elephoue 891, g

GEO. H. SHAW,
Traffic Manager, Winnipeg

Office, 301 Main St. Tel, 1446

THROUGH
TICKETS

TO ALL POINTS

EAST,
WEST, .
- SOUTH.

California and Florida Winter Resorts
Also to European Points,
Australia, China and Japan,
Pullman Sleepers
All Equipment First Class

For further information apply to
H. SWINFORD, General Arrent,
391 Main street, Winnipeg; or
CHAS. S. FEE, General Passen-
ger and Ticket Agent, St. Paul,

Minn, '
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