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TH'IE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

ART CIZITICISM.

I beg space îvburein to relily brictiy to flicý lî-ttturs witch lia\se

appear,cd in the SiE iin referiice to iny aricled of, ie î dbl instant, oin

the Canadian Xi ademy cf Art.

t. I arn inforrnud that Mr. \V . GJray, a teachler ci' dtawig. is the author

of the letter over the initiais J.W. C"w'hîc you puiblisled 01n the 7th

instant. 'l'le language, or rather thc abuse, be lias cast pou nie, renlduis It

tinnecessary for nie to take any furtbur notice of Mr. Grbay Or of luts e1îjstle.

l'he game is not worth the shot.

2. The article signed " Toronto " is evidcintly writteni by ani ai tist ani a

gentleman. In differing with soine of iny op)inionis, lie cx1uî-eses is dissent

wvîth courtesy. Hie also kindly adinits 1 have net heunt entircly iniappi ccitivc2

of Canladian art. On the other baud, 1 arn uniahie tca coinid uc wtii sorti oif lis

statements ,and inter 1la would likec te bu jnforiued cf thie picttircs cf Sir

Joshua Reynolds on îvbich " Toronto" justifîes lits lhirge cf iia.crîaie draw-

ing. Familiar as 1 have been wvith tlie goed diawInÏ ou~f sortie cf sir Josbua's

works, and rurnernhering hoîv mtchi liu allucles to thec lad, cf' it Iii otiiers, in

his well-known lectures, I must bu excused for dootinlig blie i ight cf iiiiiputinlg

a similar fault te hiniself.

3. iMr. Mattheivs, the Secretary cf the Canadian Acadenîy, attributes a

paragraph te nie wbjcb I (aunot find in rnY airticle. [ ci tainly did îlot say

that when thc meeting cf Acadeiny takes pîlac e iii Monitical. live c ars bliec,

that in that time thtere is good lia/e so gruit a n udt ance v,,i11lie itiail as to

make it quitu satisfaictory." Wba.t 1 did say i5 as fellîow :-

'If tlic'c suggestkin b 1)1 O fuiI'a'l, iid h iii.n pi. po" il'y tit iîti1tnt.îti

(10e, go int opcratioif, wve oîglit, lit l215-lt tii lii giateful i titi ltec of itý foatîtt- itîtieil.

ist, Tlîat wlîich, exelîcles fri th Ei lxhiblitioni ''ail litet le \ctil, o îttepli~tf

nîonstîîîu, dcesigîîs ami of infinie i aiictyy), oriitî licis.i .tt ,'' i 'nV iteli

per formances"' ; 2rid, That wiich i citi us ci ety A caticiili c iaI to pitilt-, t ii> .2 liay one

Exhibition ; anti 3rtlly, Thiat w ih plar rs Iotret al tli la;t in thle ir 1ct-tif tli tie , tte licein î

anr Exhibition is t0 be lîeld. For it j'. feîvciîtli lii Ui liopeid tit wien tiis tilleA iivst a

great advance svjll be ni ade riponui s te tscit s' of t ii; 111 .11L ;lii In ille t11ic hiient

of tlîat hope no oine will le mlore decligliteil, oî ittîte li t i tîipltiîl, ilia l iti \\c .

MVr. Matthcîvs states that flice arbists uî uaiiitid tii t vcaie tîte

imnposition cf dtîty on the imnportationi cf' wtuiks tif airt. 1 ivas ab1 icit riii

Canada at the tinie tlic existinig duity on draw'iîgs ivîs îirst aiiiîitliictl ly tue

Government. lJ1 on niy rettîrru I was toit1 I y îliise lîkeiy tii le cotrrcly

infori-ned that the itroîlesal oiigiua~tcd aiîîcig ()iîtaiijo al tists, alid that ti cy tricd

te apply il te, pinbngs in cil tîlso. If, iii rcpcabiiîg titis staicirnent, I ]lave donce

injustice, I crave their pardon.

4. Mr. T. D. King, i a lutter, tinttes a part tif a senteiitce of iitiie, and1(

he mnakes ne reference te a sentence ivbicli precedes if, andc wiîh wlhicb It lias

connectioli. He says Ilthe phrasing cf thils sentensce is anbgioî. lnder

these circumrstances, it is net surprisîng If il lic se. 1 ivrote as foillîws:--

« The nunîiber of tbose îvbo, iii Canala, realvîppi ciltite ai t oif a liîgli chai .tcter, andî

are able antd îilling to pay its price, is tinfortîinatcly, lit prcestiit, insufîtîet to sitin liee

for any length of Lime, aitists of really gooti seoiticas i 1 tatittl frinî a. ltittiean ýtaniii

pOint. In Montre al, -where nrieritoriois w oîls cf ait aie iuit oltecii tIi ii i lua iii a113

other place in tlue Dom inion, and i ch eaui bîast of Il.ig ei aind illiti \i tlii.thle pliivati

collections frotii arrnong the first 1 ainters iii Euirope tiai tîtat lcieîl'y Mt> (;îl to it lii

Art Association of Ibis city, this bias been pi t' d agaio andt again.'

1 amn unable te sec ail arnbigtîity in Ibis citation ; anîd it is unfatir to quoee

as Mr. King has done, a part cf the latter sentence oni>.

Mi». King aIse questions the accuracy cf my sîîtcieit thiat tliere an(

larger and more valuable collections cf art tItan Mr. Gihb's in tdits City. Witlî

out depreciating tinfairly the valtue cf tbe Gibb collection and tue gratitude du

to bim for his genereus gift cf lit, I rntist iterate niy belief thiat tliere are il

Mentreal ait least twe private collections cf greater value iid ntîîneirically à

large, if net larger, than his. 1 have reasen for tbiinking Mr. Kiig Iras; net sec:

the greater part cf tbese collections, and bue tlierefore m-ay bu e\cuisedc for eý

pressing bis doubt. Itwould be manifettly inipreper te puiilisli the naneof th

ewners without their permission: but if Mr. King desires their liieb ma

have thern for bis private information-not for publication.

It may be true, as Mr. King states, there are ne known exanihles i

Mentreal of those Royal Academicians bu bias naniec. Btut,

ITsere were hesocs before Aganîieiîîo."

There are other suheols cf art than that cf the Royal Acaderny, and as a

Englishman I arn sorry te have te cenfess that tbe Englisli sebooi, îvith all i

menit, dees net, and neyer lias eccupied, iin oul painting, fie front rank in ti

world cf modemn art. It is te be regretteci that onu poess'iig such rufine

baste, and critical judgment as Mn. Kirig dcs, lias nie, made liiniself moi

familiar than lie appears te bu with the sebools cf France, 1'eýiiin, ai,

Gerrnany. Had he donc se, bue would îîerlîaps synîalieiîiî.tue

uinfrequently expressed by Englislî conneisseurs, cf tbc celinpt,1-ralve sboî

cemings of many cf our Ieading painters, and ru ech l sentiments cf Lac

Verner, in hier paperin the Contempor-ay ReVîi7 for D)ecetiber last, enititlb

IlWhere are ive in art ? ", In dratvings in w'atcr colours, England lias bither

steod pre-erninent, but in tliis branch France and Belginut are îîow rnakiîîg

such naîîid stricles cf atdvancenient that shc iil liave tu lcîek. wcll after bier

latirels. 'Flic Milt*(Jeanî Ba1itiste and Jeani Françocis), ('oi tt, Dcscamips,

i uiiînaîs aiîd Van Matrke, oîf Fraince , I cys andîî Stevciis, if il'lliiii Niattbcw

Maris, cf Holland, and last, thiougli pîcihals te grcatcst, t ir( Ni.a\ vx

witli Carl Ploty, stands lit the licad cf tfelic es îOf Germit scbools, thîat cf'

Municb haal cf theni excellent examiples cf tlîciî geîiius, 1 arn very prond

te sas, iii Ibis city cf Montreal ; and thuy bave neI stiperlirs, if etil, i bi

resptective genres aînong thosu cf the Rtuyal ,\catleiîy itiîd b)y M r. King.

sucu I kilow' iu lic flic oiniiion cf iliiîly Itigli attiii ties i la tle

A. nd lasIly, buitt îlot lcasi, lis duc iiiv ,inuei c iiiaiik; i tufic ll, dy wbuo,

i ner ilie sigiabu ire of' I.uilsresyiie," 1ieinctIire kindly aiti (leverl> wivilten

cjîistlc %vlbicli apeictl iii yuur i.ssue tif tise 2.1il tIi tut.
jo/tii IOPin/a.

CHURCH DEBTS.

The coniplutu cr,iiîlity of the rIcIîailý tl.i ', tli i a titilitiian agu" is

s bcst apology. Veu L iîceds noire ; w hile the liail ofii I lîttiglil 10 W liiili IL is

cru intecnded to forn a 1iîelude uvill 1îossibly cauise cîipîliatic de;aaids, fromn

orne qîtarters, for a 'u ry ampjle aîiology.

'l'lie one practical mlalter Ili wilt ci tîltil ibariail spiirit if cils. ge is net

Onlipicuors us filait of' chlt cil îiiliig. Pcti iisltuiîtiess secns te veiy l'îst

itl ot tuljeI w liiil enfers iîîtîî bue lieut ts iif llitse w lit iîtiltiigt il) Ilie lastiiiie -

f Iîîildliig andi ' rmiiniiig '' ttlîtîcit. l'cal nslîtesisa:lwliys liiiked closely

t lictncsty mullre or luis closel> aicor-di ig to te e\tet t iiiis real recality. Ift

b tes iIt bil liiId cliu n h a fte r ch-li o it bio uwed i îu .tiltding bu threw tlie
iii-rteîs cf itiailîîtai n ing bise lion es by andi gi id cli aract oci ii icligi f li n f icm

lî,nces tif ai Iracti iig a croîwni îy li liailit iut i Il pad i tratury, coiiiifc ital le stirý

ottndiiîgs, and a halo of rsibiiiy. Nill oi f tliec tiiig Iliivt lic(tssaf-ly

.tîythlig te Clu witli religion, anîd are tlierefure i y nu nseatîs certaits 10 attract

ruiy necliguts anti coiisciciltitts pecople. ('oiseqitiy, w e t'itîd iti ail parts of

lie D olnîinion îiewvly lîtilt, chirciscs îvl h otild nott lie sold for an aniunt

,îfî'icinî t cuver tlie sandy fcuîîdaîioii of iont.tgge uii~ its icii tlwiy aie

uîîîlî. M issiunany enlterjrise lias Il utruu tie toiîstabIl ', .îîd is l1earflilly loaded

s itlî delît ii inuit, If' itu aIl, the varieti seets, ivls ri a hilIt against eacb cher

for couverts by tise aid tif borroîved iiucy. 'llie httuly goodc, lionesî and sinuue

unîctîf otîr uinisters aisd misstinaries aire iiiîiellcd by tiieir i retituîble suise cf

shli e, IcNvaste lîreciotis tune atic ettergy iii tiritgbe noeste f their

-esîteclive sudts tîîcîî a bîgb'lly itialihieciative aîîd lilci t atudienc e ivîo listeit,

.noaîiingly inlwandly, aiid gis e-a littlec lu keep II tlîçli (redit as mîenî ''Ivul-

to cie " iii a puirl comenîcrcial suisse. Whuen tiuis picket i restîre beconies tee

severe in e chîtrcli, thy flue te aiîotier. 'l'ie chileîî cf tlîîs worild anc ise

iii tliese mîî-attcrs. 'T'liy gel tîscir feeliîgs brut iîy tise rciiarks cf soine ardent

butt iîîciscreet l)rotben, and, for tbiat reason oidy, seck, reîeî lita a clheaper

rate elsuwiere. Anîd se serions a iiatter lias il bctne for ', rcspectability " te

desert a churcîs iin cuanity, that thîc are already isolatcd inîstanices w hidi bid

fair bu show te, the w'orld cru lonîg flic iîtcrestisg nierai sptectacle cf a cisurch

availinig ibseif of tIse Iîîsolveîît Adt with a view te effeet a hîappy settienient at

tlic average rate ef ben cenîts iin tise dollar. Eire tisaI lsaîuens, somîseotie, it is te

bu lioec, ili stuggest thiat tise îîroîerty or lîroîserties un questioni bu siîîply

perniitted te bu seizcd and selcl by tise niortgague anîd bouglit iii It a low figure

for tIse seciety. Thsis îveuld niake lit se mîîcl pluasanter ai rounsd, ducrease

scandlai, and, tiîough tIse bondiioldens usiglit briîîg railiig acctusationîs iii tlîcir

tem-porary soreîîess at beiîîg Il donc,' IL wotild have moîre cf (lie apîlearaulce cf

irresistible fate abotut il. It would lic equivaleuit te, ais illttmiiîatcd acidrcss te

the nîontgague te thec effect, Il Tiiere is ne comiptulsioni, yot kîîew, oîîiy yeni

mutst.',

If thure bu net geodncss in otîr actioîss towards aIl, mnttgaige-lioltlet-S insclti

sive, tiiere cati bu neithier trnt lier love iii the licarî tif the Clîîtrciî. IL ceibaiiily

gous withit sayiîîg that " goodniess " is an exactiy syn iiîyiîotls ternti iviti

Il tseftil, and it is wlîolly because tîsefulusess is lest siglît cf te stîcli an

extent in the btuilding cf clîurches, and the tises te vhsich thîey aie aîîplied after

îiîey are built, tbat depýQrable resuits folloîv.

jtmst hune lut it bu tuîdursteed that tbis is usot a que.îstion oîf crecds;, whiich

are a very îuiîîor corîsidu'natioti iîîdeed. Thusu wili gi on andî e\îîanc qtite

naturally te any rcquired lengîls or breadîli, if the love cf iiýeftilncss bue bte aim

of the life. "lHe that doeth My ivill shahl learn cf tue doctrne," said Onîe wbo

kîîew whiat ivas mn man. MVore Ilian pnobably il is tisis s1îiîitttal. iîuidiîig on

Within tbc liait iotli ausotiier pictue b>' jean Franuçois NIilîci lias betil secuited lîy a

gentlcman of Ibis cit>. it is l,tiowuî in P
1

aris as 'I La l.soale" li i auticle wicih

appeare in tshue Londlon Y'imca iii I2ciitî"at Y, 1S75, a fcwv îays afîcu th~e dcatît cf tItis 1 iaintet,

il was truiy said thal lie left behind ne eqital in piastoral tobjects ini Euope. i lie ietîuue

us oui> about Il8 x t12, andi >et 1 ivoîlti clîcrfuhly ptcfcî 10 poýe it, iîitb 1 o e'CenlItions,

to an> lîalf dlozen pictutes in titis eiîy. Btut beutitihi as il hs, (loîlitles, tluosc of il-ý c t his Nho

coîild f'ttd tuo mnert iii that little genu in the boau collection, it u i y lad, li.% M aillicN Mlais,

anîd >'eI admîire sucs ''Dtffcrs" as tlit iy Barilli (No. 149) anîd h>y S'cttti (Ni. tl o) uîtîl, uto

doubt, sîîeer aitIl 'La Pastoraîhe," sluouldtl hey î•et be fatouiel vti, ri a ight of it. D~e

gus/ii, S'e., &ICi.


