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A 1 a (>ongress of the Religions of the \\'orld, c.vryCinîc i

~'callcdj on ta state its distinctive prîncîples and ta cojisiter

wlîether it bas sufficient vita]itv taaatte a lagdcn

ditions of tirne, country andt societt. IL ivIing proved its moral

right ta continue as a separatc orgaînizatîon, teqeto rss

\Nhv does it miot present an unbroken front ta the \world ?
it would be strange should the Pi esbyterian Churcli siiik

frouîî this challenge. Protestantisili is a vers' lag k ti hit

endoni. The three greatList nations Iu the wvorld are Protestant,

and at the Reforniation ail the Protestant C rcewitlî anc or

two exceptions that were determined (tlierw\ýise miore l>Y Political

than by religiaus forces, took the Presbyterian formi, eveXI when

tliey did tiot take the name. \Vhat thien are the fundarniental prin-

ciples of this daughiter of the Reforniation ?

The principles of a Church constitute the law~ of its being.

Thev iay be obscured for a tirne. They rnay be denied outright

by zealots :but if they are true they wvill reassert themselves.

They are the only' basis on whichi reun ion can properly be effected.

The Church mnust be broad enough ta include ail wvho are faithful

ta its basic principles, and strong enough ta include varieties

of opinion nat inconsistent wvitlî its life.


