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~Gommunications,
MONTREAL. .

———

gAVE LABOR REFORMERS MADE MISTAKES '

*(To the Editor of the Ontario Workman.)

Sir,—In your issue of January 23rd, you
Hamilton correspondent—** Workman”'—
tokes exception to your remarks in a pre
gious number, to the effoct that *‘ Labo
roformers may have made mistakes in thei
offorts,” &c., and, in defenco of his argu-
ment, advances the-dofeat of the employeer
of tho Wanzor Sewing Machine Company.
familton, in their strugglos for the nin
pours. Situated at a distance from th
geeno of action to which ho refers, I an
anable to discuss that individual case, bu
will confine mysclf on commenting on th
line of action pursucd in this city by tiw
Nine Hour Leagne during their struggle
last summer, believing that the same causes
have produced like resulis in the West—
dofeat.

That labor veformers have mado mistakes,
ot in the principles which they advocate,
but in the ways and means of obtaining
their ends, the most ardent friends of labor
will admit, and the sooner we set abont.
correcting these mistakes, the sooner will
success attend our efforts. The first mistake
made was in being too precipitate. The
pine hour agitation may bo likened to the
rapid flight of a meteor athwart tho hea-
vens ; it made a fitful glare for a brief time,

only to sink mto oblivion. Leagues were
hastily tormed, enthusiastic meetings were!
held, considerable speech-making was done, |
in which the speakers expresscd their deter-;
mination to conquer or die ; funds were’
collected, and, a few months after found
those bodies on strike, and what was the
result 2 In alimost every trade the strikers
were defeated, and went back to work at
the old time rate, worae than thoy were be-
fore, having lost their time, and being sub-
jected- to the sneers of those who were
opposed to tho movement. And why was
this? Because in the first place the strikes |
were ill-timed, and in the second, because
hey wero unprepared for a long and vigor-
ous battle. Your correspondent tells us
he employers prepared for the straggle;
o did the employers here ; but still the
strike tgok place. What folly ; what short-
ightedness was here displayed. Wonldn't
one bo inclined to ridicule the idea of an
marmed mob attacking a fort filled with
eterans, who. had their guns loaded to the
muzzle and the match burning, ready to
ppen fire on the attacking party 7 Vet this
8 just what the Nine Hour League attempt-
pd, only in adifferent sense.  If, instead of
heing so precipitate, they had been content
o wait for a year, meanwhile keeping up
he agitation and atrengthening their sup-
blies, thero would have been a different tale
otell. When we counsider what distress
he Joss of three or four week’s work oc-
asions araongat our class, ¥ hold that no
body of men should turn out on strike un-
ss they are prepared to stand out six
months at least, and, if needs be, give cvery
han his full week’s wages duiing the pro-
ess of tho strike. When we consider that
limid-hearted men ore to be found in every
Wommunity, it will be seen what 2 necessary
recantion this is, to protect such from the
landishments of emuloyers.  In our strug-
les, as in nilitary warfare, it is our duty
0 make ourselves so powerful that our
emics will be afraid to encounter us.
his state of clficiency can only be attained
y paticnt porsevering labor, by making
rery provision for an emergency, and when
o auspicious moment for action arrives,
hen strike as ono man, and if success is
enied you then the leaders may blumne the
pen ; but until such is the case, labor re-
priners (I moan tho leaders) cannot aay
hat they have not made mistakes,
Anotier o:Tor made was in relapsing into
hoody inactivity after the first rebuff, i -
toad of sotting their tosth together, dcier-
hining to profit by the experioncos of the
ast, aud to better tho instruction they had
eceived.  But, I hear your correspondent
by, It your followers desert you, what
hen 7 Bestir yourself like & man ; iry
Bnd breathe into them somo of tho fire and
dour which animates you ; show them,
y your unselfishness and your desire to
encfit them, that you are worthy to be
eir leader.  History toems with instauees
hers one man, by his bold, undaunted,
eTsevering epirit, has swayed the maszes
7 his wiil, aw ke vl aspires to be aleade:
'the cause of labor reform muat be pos-
Pisod of these quatitios.
But I have already taken up my allotied
pace, T whall return to the subject again,
d if, fu the meantime, my remarks clicit

avé suceceded in wy desire to havo thy
lestion of ¢¢ Strikes, and the caua of their
ilare,” fully ventilated. —Yours, &e.,

Montreal, Feb. 4, 1873, J. o

I¥ our numerous readers wans bargaing in
-

little criticism from my confreres, I shall),

o

¥ Goods Eatox & Co.’s is "k place to gel

THE ONTAK10 WORKMAN

BRAOCEBRIDGE.

WINTER LIFE IN MUSKOKA (OUNTY.

(To the Editor of éhe Ontario Workman. )

Dear Sir,—Things hore aro pretty dull
it present.
nantle over the sccne—rock and stump and
‘allen log all lic buried bencath the pure
«nd spotless covering that wraps the land-
scape. The dark green foliage of the pine
wd hemlock refresh the eye, weary and
dazzled by the gleaming snow, and seem to
ho a promise of the roturn of summer, with-
out which the proapect would be dreary—
indeed, their wide umbrageons branches
catch the falling snow till it ‘bends them
downward, and thoy rise and fall with the
wind like the fomn-capped billows of the
occan. Winter’s icy chain, strong as it is,
has failed to check the rushing speed or
hush the deafening ronr of the watgrfall as
it leaps madly over tho precipice, dashing
its spray on the snowy banks, and then
disappearing suddenly under s broad steet
of ice, glides quietly and silently along till
it empties itself into the lake.

But gazing at waterfalls and snow-clad
pines is all very well ; they are very inter-
esting for a week or two, at the end of o
month they get rather stale, and before long
one forgets to motice them or to consider
them as anything out of the way, and to
wish that **something would happen” to
broak the dull monotony:

A rather unusual event did occur the

{ other day. All the farmers here ara also

hunters on a small seale : that is, they set

i traps and arc well acquainted with the signs

and habits of most wild animals. One of
these amateur hunters having trapped s fine
youny bear weighing three hundred pounds,
brought it into Bracsbridge to have it scut
through to Toronto; when there it was

found that the box containing the bear was.
. too large to fit the sleigh, and it was neces-
. sary to change it for a smaller one. A suit-

able box was procured, and they proceeded

. forthwith to persnade Bruin to change his

quarters. But in this they had reckoned
without their host, his bearership was not
one whit inclined to submit to be hustled
about at their good pleasare, so he firmiy
resolved to atay where he was. A crowd
had by this time collected, and one man
proposed that the small box should be placed
at the entrance of the large one, in order to
facilitate the transfer. This was deone, and
they comnmenced to hammer on the larger
box with sticks, canes and stones, shouting
at the same time. It was no wonder that
Bruin felt rather surprised, and the smaller
box sliding down, he protruded his head
and shoulders out to see what it was all
about. The cry was raised, ‘‘ he's out, he's
ont,” and in rather less than no time the
courageouvs villagers departed with more

hanze than dignity, leaving the hearand hia | : < I
: : hour and evening by colliers anid ironwork-

ownr ** ulone in their glory.” -} remain,
ete., Erix.
February Tth, 1873.

Tuoaras SQUIRE'S Stean Dyr Wonks, 363
and 363} Yonge street, has become ono of the
institutions of the city. Although only es-
tablished thrée years in Toronto, Mr. Squire
is over-run with business. The sccret of his

Winter has spread his showy |

Enbov . Notes.

The young matricd men of Rockland,
Me., have organizad a co-operative house-
building axssociation.

Tho Nail Manufacturers’ Association of
United States met at Philadelphia on the
8th ult. Representatives of the national
interest were presont from necarly all the
Atlantic States. It was announced that
3,000,000 kegs of nails hed boen manufac-
tured in the country in 1872, _

Mr. Crawshaw, of Cyfarthfa, has con-
ceded the old rate of wages to his furnace
men, with the view of keoping the furnaces
in blast so long as he can get coal. Mr.
PFothergill, M. P., has done the same. The
furnace men at the Rhymney works, as
well as the mechanics, have accepted the
reduction und are at work. They number
300 out of 4,000 workmen. Thereis no
change in the workings.

The National Bricklayers Convention at
its session at Indianapolis passed a resolu-
tiun calling upon the United States Sena-
tors and members of Congress to provide
for the payment of the extra two hours
performed by the bricklayers employed upon
the various Govermnent works throughout
the country in violation of the eight-hour
law,

A trades’ union disputo has occurred at
Blackburn. A brushmaking firm engaged
o third apprentice, and the innovation was
resisted to the extent of the men leaving
their work. The other brushmaking firis,
finding that their canployees were in faver
of the atrike, discharged the whole of their
men, and we are told that ‘‘the masters
have agrecd to employ in future none but
non-society men.”

The directors of the various railwnys and
canal companies at Manchester, having re-
fused to entertain the memorials sent in to
them somne weeks ago by the goods porters,
platelayers, guards, shunters, and switch-
men, the Manchester district of the Amal-
gamated Society of Railway Servants have
resolved to convene a great public mecting
in the Corn Exchange on Saturday next.
Several influential persons will be invited.
The object of the meeting isco lay the
grievances of the men before the public,
and come to & definite decision as to the
course which should bo taken by them in
order that decisive action may be ndopted
in the matter by the employes without fur-
ther delay.

In consequence of the dotermination that
the strile in the Welsh collicries should
take place, the men have commenced to
look out for work in other districts. Every
train bears its freight of stalwart silent
men, with shovel on choulder, and ro other
luggage to apeak of. Thero are streets in
Merthyr but lately thronged at the dinner

ers, where none now dwell but the woman

. and chiideen ; the brend-winner leing off
‘*down the Rhondda Valley ” and *“ Aber-

success, ia hecause he does his wark in such a ;
manner as to give entire satisfackion. "See his ;

card in our advertising columns.

The Froe-stone Cutters of Ottawa intend
celebrating their sccond annual supper on
the 24th of the present month, wo belivve
in the Commercial House. A good time is
expected.

The typus of Otiawa intend holding a
Social in the Rink Music Hall, on the 14th
inst. The boys are going to have a lively
timo. -

The ¢ Ottawa ” Commpany, intend hold-
ing a grand ball in the St. Patrick’s Hall,
on the evening of the 25th. Tho Perth
Fire Brigade have been invited as gurests,
aud undoubtedly the ball will prove onoe of
the most suceessful of the season.

Mr. Goodiin the contractor for the erec-
tion of the walls round the Parliament
buildings, Ottawa, recontly endeavored to
force upon the mnen the aystem of monthly
payment. The men very justly resisted
aitch-an encroachment, and shapended work.
The master, however, has finally been sct-
tled, the men receiving pay fortnightly as
usual. ’

Meaxrx & Co.'s Cuzar Drv Goopd Axbp
Crorning Ilovsz, 207 Yonge street, three
sk sud

Gears aaaboed S Y Ete STwtel,

dircetly epposite Albert sirect, da the place ;

for mechanics to make their purchianes, as the
goods offerad are az good in quality asany in
the wmarXet, aml the prices asked unprece
dently Yow. Tho Taboring classes wiil find is

dare-way ™ in search of work., They are to
come-back again on Saturday night, and.
stay over Sunday, and preaently, if the
prospect of work ‘over the mountain”
looks promising, the family will pack up
tireir worldly gouds and follow them.

At a mecting of the London Working

 Men's Council for Church Defence, held
s yecently at 26, Parlinnient-sireet, the re-

decidedly to their advantage to patronize i

Megers. Meakin & Co., os they will cave
neney by a0 doing.

mesent on hsnd i large and varied.

arder, A firsbelasa omtder is kept on the
premiies, Foh Lats of clotiting and dry gowds
for pedlara are’ oflarad very chcap, SNee ad-
vér(;ieg:ueut.

The stock of goods at .
Al

| kinds of clothing, ready-mude or mude to

‘port of the deputation, which had waited
upon the executivo committee of the Church
Defence Institution, was presented. It
appears that the working men, at a very
small expense, have organized a very ef-
ficient central committee, with several
branches, have issued an appeal to their
brethven of Great Britain, sent down depu-
tations to several proviicinl towns, and de-
voted much time and  energy to tho work
of Church defence generally.  The Earl of
Dartmouth has kindly consented to becomo
their president, and the exceutive commit-
tco have assuved them of their entire ap-
proval and wamnn &)-Opemiion in prosecut-
ing to the utmost their good worlk.

The imprisoncd gas-stokers are begin-
ning to benefit by a revulsion of feeling.
At the time London was suffering from an
attack of semi-obscurity, the men on strike
were all that was wicked and vile, now that
our light is restered, we naturally sce the
rights of the matter mere clearly., The men
were wrong undoubtedly.  The wmajeaty of
the law has been vindicated by the sentence
pasaed upon thom, the ) “eaent duratien of
theiv punishment las been suflicient @0
tcach them the required lesson, and now,
unless they are released, they will be re-
garded as mactyred innocents,  This is juat
what should be aveided.  ®ticklera for the |
pound of desh shouid ponder well npon the
slovious  msxim writien by one Willian
Shakespuare—* Ol ¢ it is glorions to have
a gant's strength ; bab it is tyrannons to
vee it as a glant,” , .
. A lock-out recently teok place among the
winers employed at geveral of the conl and-
ironstoe pits at Ledworth, in North War-!

wickshire, It seems that the men and boys,
five -hundred in number, have hitherto
been working nine hours per day, com-
mencing at six in the morning, and leave
at balf-past four in the afternoon, with an
interval of an hour and a half for meals.
In the morning, when the men and lads
employed at the pits in question went to
work, they were informed thatin future
they would only be allowed three-quarters
of an hour for meals, in return for which
they would be allowed to leave work three-
quarters of an hour carliorin the afternoon.
The men declined to assent to this, and
were immediately told that unless they did
so they would be locked out. Conscequent-
ly they roturned to their homes. The re-
sult is that the pits are now standing idle,
and, although Bedworth is the centre of
large miniug district, scarccly any coal can
be obtained in the town.

All present danger of & rupture in the

South Staffordshire iron trade ended with |

the resolution adopted at a mass meeting of
the men, held at Walsall, for the purpose of
considering the masters altimatim. The
meeting was addressed by Messrs. Capper,
Ancott, Vaughan, and others, who urged
generally that, in consideration of the men
being unprepared for the strike, the mas-
ters’ terms should be accepted, the wen at
the same time organizing themselves
thoroughly and putting themsclves 'in a
position to press what they cousiderved a
just claim. -~ Eventually it was agreed to
accept the masters’ termms under protest and
continue work for three months at present
prices, with the understanding that if by
the end of that timc & basis be not agreed
upon to govern wages in future, the old
method of 14 days’ notico to terminate con-
tracts should be resorted to. About $25,-

| 000 were involved in the question.

Tae Suir-CARPENTERS AND CAULKERS
employed at Campbell & Owens dry docks,

Chicago, have come out successful after a

four week’s strike.  An attempt was made
to reduce the wages of the men from §3 to
82.60 per day, while at ‘the same time they
were paying men they employed at Quebec,
$3 in gold, for tho sole and only purpose of
keeping the men in this city under their
subjection. But they were not to be treat-
ed in that way. With the exception of
those workmen who have always been seabs
at heart, they refused to work on such
terms.  The boses again sent to Quebec for
more men to whem they still offered to pay
$3 in gold, but the wmen of that city learn-
ing the facts, sent their agent back with a
flea in his ear, after thoroughly warming
his hide. So the strike ended. and the men
retain their &5 per day, while a fow get 30
cents more, with a good prospect of an ad-

vance in spring. The apirit of unionism is |

still strong in many of the Ship-carpenters
and Canlkers of Detroit.  Long way it
flourish.  We cannot too highly eoinmend
the imanly independence of our {nchec
friends, in refusing to sell their mauhood.
The next time dirty work is expected to be
done, we rather gness they will get a wide
berth,—Workingman's Advocate,

SR @ R ——

PROGRAMME OF THE ANNUAL
TRADES UNION CONGRESS.

The following is the programme of the
above Congress, which mct at Leeds on the
13th January :—

1. Bxamination of credentials, election of
officers, and Chairman’s opening address.

Legislative Action.

2. Report of Parliamentary Committee
on Mines Regulation Bill, Arbitration Bill,
Compensation Bill, Truck Bill, Factory
Nine Hours Bill, and the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, and the Standing Ordors
for futuroe Congresses.

Futurs Legislation.

3. Criminal Law Amendment Act, Truck
Bill, Tactory Hours Bill, Compensation
Bill—H. Compton, London.

Questions for Papers and Discussion.

4. “Trade Sociotics, their Nocessity,
Objects, and Usefulness ; Frades Councils,
thoir Necessity and Utility”—Mr' R. Knight,
Liverpool.

“The Advantages of Amalgamated So-
cieties”—Mr, J. D. Prior, Mauchester.

““Trades Unions Federation as it affects
the Interest of Labor"—Mr. James Naylor,
Locds.

“Trades Vnion Strikes and Productive
Chcogeration =M Andrew [oa, Glasgow,

“Yrades Unions from a National Point
of View”’—Mr. Georgo Potter, Londen,

% The Necessity for o Thorough Amalga-
mation on Federal Principlés of Every’
Combination of Laborars, Whether Urban
or Rural”—DMr. Wm, Banks, Boston.

6. Reduction of the hours of labor ; limi-
tation of overtimo ; apprentiveships ; piece- .
work, as it affects workmen, employers, and
the. publie—Mr, Hickes, Leeds.

6. Forcign cownpetitionand the introduc-
tion of forcign labov—their eflecis on Brit-

ish industry ; emigration and uncmployed

abor; convict labor, as,it affocts’ certain
trades in this country, -

7. Co-operation, and industrinl partner
ships—Mr. H. Slatter, Manchester.

8. Representation of Labor in Parliament
—the best means to secure it—Mr. A. A,
Walton, Brecon. | .

9. How can the surplus funds of Trades
Sovieties be best utilized for their general
benefit ; Trades Halls, their adaptability

and advisibility for the purposes of Trades
Societica, :

10. The application of arbitration and
conciliution in trades dispntes.

11. The necessity of providing a sufficient
staff of effeient and practical inspectors to
enforce the I'actory and Workshops Regu- -
lation Acts.

12. Friondly Societies and probahle legis-
lation thereon, as a result of the Friendly
Societies Commission. N

13. The employment of women and child-
ren in agriculture, factories,and workshops ;
and the employment of soldivrs in industrial
trades and agricultural labor.
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TRAVELLERS GUIDE~TORONTO TIME.

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY,

PROM THE BAST, FROM THE WEST.
B‘cllcvillc Train—9.37 a.m. Night Express—5.15a.m.
Express—11 07 a.m. Mixed from Berlin—10.46
Mixed —~6.67 p.n. w0,

Express—11.07 p.m. Express—6.39 p.m.
Mail—L-6pm.
aoING wes?,
Express—7.30 a.m.
Exvress—11.45 a.m,
Mail—3.45 p.n,
Mixed—5.40 pn.
Express —12 05 a.m,
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY,

GOIXG FAST.
Express—5.37 am,
Mixed—12 05 a.m,
Belleville Train—5.97 p.m.
Express—7.07 pan,

GOING WEAT. . TRON THE WEST.
Express—7.00 a.m. Accommodation —11.002.m
Do. 1150 aan. Express 1,15 p.n,

Accommadation—1.00 p.m. Mail—3.30 p.p,
Expross--$,00 p.m. -Acconunodatinn-—0.30p.m
TUORONTO AND NIPISSING RAILWAY,

GQOING NORTH.
Mail R.00 am, Mail—10.45 a.m.
Mail=3.50 p.n, Mail~-5.135 pan.

Connects with Midland Reilway for Lindsay, Beaver-
ton, Peterboroueh, &c.

TORONTO, GREY & BRUCE RAILWAY.
SNI0N BTATION.
FROM THR WEBT,

Mail—11.20 a.m,
Do 8.50p.m.

FRGY THE NORTIL.

GOING WEST,

Mail—7.30 a.m.
Do. 8.45 pm.

) Acw  Advertisenentz,

. QUEEN’'S WHARF
COAL HOUSE.

Having completed my new premisos 1 am prepared to
offer a completo assortment of

COAL

Coal Cover d and Free from Ice and Snow.

. BURNS,

) gﬁice corner Bathurst and Front streeta
¢

CAUTION TO SMOKERS

i
!
t
i
i

\The Imperial Smioking Mixture

Sold only in registered 2 oz. packets, 16e.

GOLDEH BIRD'S EYE TOBACCO,
Registered, 15¢ the 20z. packet.

—

Masters' Celebrated Virginia Shag,

Registered, 10c tho 203, packet.

THE IMPERIAIL,
S84 YONGE ST., TORONTO.

W. MASTERS, 'IMPoRTER.
_ 36tk

THE CHEAPEST PLACE IN THE CITY

New & Second-Hand Furniture.

A good assortmnens of

SIDEBQARDS, LOUNGES AND HOUSR
FURNISHING GOODS.

Of overy description. Always on hand,

CARPETS, STOVES, de.

FURNITURE EXCHANGED,

ALL KINDS OF FURNITURE NEATLY REPAIRED

Sofas Re-Covered and Chairs Re-Caned’

22 Call before purchasing elsowhere,

JAMES WEEKES,

44-to 247 & 249 YONGE STREET
CLOTHING.
COATR, VESTS, PANTS. OVERCOATS,

., AND UNDERCOATS,
All Kinds of Clo'hing,
READY-MADE OR MADE TO ORDEN.
£X A First-Class Cutter kept on the premises.

A @eneral Stock of Dry Goeds,
JOB 1,OTS FOR PEDLARS VERY CHEAP,
MEAKIN & CO.,.
» 207 YoNue Sruet,
Th:ee doors Uelow Green Dush Tictel, und dlreél_Lv:;;, R

. opposite Aibert Street.
4i-te . .



