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fromt ber alive. *Witt. one word spoken in
ber hoiy fortitiide and stibue, courage, she
cbanged my whole purposee ' Pierre' said
she, ' you must go?-it is my iyish.' knielt
befora ber, and I said, 'I1 will go, mnotter.'
'Pierre,; 8he added, ' thon hast been a good
son, and I thank Ged for it; but the duties

ofa son are net the only ones a man bas to
fulfil. Every citizen owes himself to Lis
country; iL, calis thee-obey 1 Thon art

going te be a soldier; front this momen~t thy
lite àa no Ion er thine own, iL is thy îoun-
tri's. If ites interests demand it, lay it
down cheerfully. If it ha the wiil of God
that thon shouldst die betore me, I should
weep for thee my Iueart's tears, but I îvould
say-" He gave, and Ha bas taken away,
blessed be the naine of the Lord !" Go
now, and if thbit lo#e thy mother, do thy
duty!' Oh, bo* piddious ihose boiy words!1
I bave neyer forgotien tham. ' Do thy du-
ty,' sbe said; now the duty o0 a soidier was
always and ini ail things to obey; nind in al
things, and alway8, I oeed. It wa 'to go
straight forward, to e danger Wlihout las-
itation, withont a secn thought; and I went
straight forward, facad danger without bas.
itation, without a sécond thought. Those
who saw me thus, as it wera, seek to meet
the bulles, said, ' Thare is a brave feilow !'
They might bave better said, ' There ie a
man who loves bis mother 1'

IlOne day à latter brought the tidings that
she iras illr-imy ow ormotter ; I longed
to go te ber, I a=e fo eave &f absence;
it Was not granted. I taetuered ber last
words-' If thou love thy motter, do tby
dnty.l I submitted. A littie after I heard
thàt she was daad. Oh!f then my senses
forsook me : at any risk I determincd to re-
turn to the country. Whence procceded se
ardent, so impetuous a desire to see once
more the place 'where my mother had just
diad ? I wilI tell jou ; and as yod hâve a
mother, as sire loves yen, ïtùd as jroü love
lier, yon wili undeYstatid nie ....

"4We pensants .of 14ervan ara a simple
stnd 'confiding .race; we bave nlot received
the. instructio, nor attained the knowkedge,
that thiey havée ini the alie; but we have
our beliefsiwbich thé t<>wns-folk caTi our su-
perstitions.' WbL M'atterg the naine le Be
tOey sùpeis.titions or beliefs,'we have thein,
anid. levèr wonld- ha thre man thiât could Up.

root~i~i. ~pwone Of tires. beliefa te

which we ding thre inoat le, that wbich attri-
btes to the firsit iower thut blows in tMa
grmve-utould suèli à virtue, ibiat ha wvho gaà
Îhers là 1>8 certain of neyer forgetting the
da, and of neya bl:sng forgotten by theiný
Beliefj bowv dear ibow swaet 1 'With it
daath lias no terrors : for death, without for-
getting or Leing forgotten, is but a sweet
eleep, but cali repose after long toi. That
flowr-I panted te sae iL, bud; I pantad te
gather ii; I abandoned my post and went
on my %Yvaye Àftar tan days of a long and
waar 1y marcb, 1 rèaclued mey motbcr's grave.
'I'he earth seamed yet fresh ; ùo dower badà
appearad: I waited. Six weeks elàpsed;
and than oue lovaly mnornlft I saw. a little
bine iowr-.' ]Vorget-nle-not?ý As I pluck-
ed itý I shad giad tearsi for methotight that
littie flower was my mother's sou!l; that she
had fait that I was near, and under the forai
of that lower had givan harsaîf te my heart
once more,

"T'here *às ur6tlupg noit to detain mie en
the country, fOýfmy father had soon followed
my motter te the grava, and I plucked my
pracieus flower ; wlîat muore did 1 want ? I
reinemlered oey inother's charge-,, do thy
duty l' I sotiglt out tie gens d'armes, and
I said, e'I amn a desertar-arrastm.
And now I arn to dia, and if, a& yort have
assured me, I have in you. a friand, I dia
witbout regret, for yon will do me the only
service I require. The flowar whch at the
risk of my life I plucked from, the grave is
bere, in a littie cùse next to my beart.-
Promise mue that you ivilt see that they do
not take it froi me; IL, je the iink wbiclh
unitas me to my motter, and if I thought iL
would ta broken-Oh!r i1 should not have
the courage .... Say, 4o yen Promise to do
wbat 1 asir of yen ?

1I Promise," said tie oficer.
TYour handý that f~ may press iL to my

heart; yon are ver1 kind to me; and if the
Almîigbty Qed ivere in his omnipotence te
give tue my life a second Lima, I wouid de-
vote it te yonY" 'l'he friands parted.

The. next day dawuad, ¶lFhey Lad arriv-
ad at tira place of exacution ; and already hied
the -fatal sentence bean read over, wben te.
low murmure whici rail elrough the rankef
suddenly. cbanged into ainuost deafening
sbô'us, "Tr-ie Empetr-ri The Eniperor i
Long live the. Empaerr'"

fle'aÈpeated, dismàounted (roui his bores;


