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UNIVERSITY EDUCATION.
GREAT SPEECH ON EDUCAT[ON BT MR. ROBERT

Lowz, M. P.-WBAT IS REQUIRE» 0F OUR EDUCA-
TIONAL INSTITUTION-HOW THE MIND cF YOUTH
OUGRT TO BE DIRECTED.

(Froma the Lendon TYeS, NOV. 4.)

On Priday evening, MIr. Lowe, M. P., opened
the Lecture Session cf the Edinburgh Philosophi-
cal Institution Ly ain address on primary education
in its relation te the State, and on University cdu-
cation. Mr. Lowe waB accompanied te the platform*
by Mrs. Lowe and a large party cf ladies, the Lord
Provost, the Lord Advocate, the Earl cf Airlie, Lord
Dunfermnline, Lord Ardmilian, Lord Ormidale, Sir
W. Stirling Maxwell, M. P., Sir James Y. Simp-
son, Sir Jas. Lacatta, Profess Masson, Lyon
Playfair, Sellar, Aliman, Balfour, and Blackie;
Mr. D. McLaren, M. P., Mr. Adam Black, 11ev. Dr.
Hanne, Dr. Collier, Dr. Donaldeon, Dr. A. K.
Johnstone, Mr. J. CampLell Smith, Mr. W, Smith,
Vice!President, &a.

Mr. Lowe, in the firet part cf hie addrcss, treated
cf primary education. Hae eaid that as regarded
the elementary education cf the humbler classes
there were certain principles whichwere now pretty
well establi8hcd and agreed upon-namely: firstly,
that the education cf the poor eught flot te Le left
'whelly te private enterprize, but ought te Le under-
taken by the State; secondly, that the State repre-
eented in education, flot the religions, but the
occular elenient; thirdly that the best way cf
carrying on education was not Ly a centralized
system, *but by the calliing forth of local energy;
fourthly, that tuie wark telould be testcd and super-
iuterided by Governinent, and net by those who
carry on'the work; and fltthly, that State aid ought
te ho given to 8chuole, flot mnerely for Leing in ex-
istence or ehowing a certLtin attendance on their
books, but for a certain ainount cf efficiency-that,
in plhot, :it: wae the bueinesd cf the Statc to ascer-
tain tihe reeulte, and te pay in proportion te them.
Cumin g te disputable propositions, the lion, gentle-
iman maintained that the education cf the youth
wae the duty, and, as Plate said tbe primary chicot
cf the State. I arn eorry, said Mr. Lowe, that the
existing syetem in England is that the Government
shahl admit its; duty, but that it doe net occupy
the posîtioncenabling it te do ite dut y. The mnita-
tive ie net with the Government. We have ne
Minister cf education. The initiative je given te
private individuafr. The Governrnent cannot
create a school wbere it je wanted ; nil tbey enu
do je te as8st it. The coneequence je that as.
money je generally * forthcoming in these places,where education je nîcet abundant, the Govern-
nient gives assietance where it le least wanted.
Mr. Lowe proceeded te point eut the euperiority cf
the English te the Amciican syetern, where exani-
ination, ne practiced under the revised ode in
England, je tetally unknown. Another recommen-
dation of the present system was homegenous with
the fe.elings and habits ef the people, especially in
tlîe country districts, and alway8 j3ecured the Lest
local agency, naniely the clergymen and gentlemen

ïtltitô -gýr11t1t5*. of the parish. But, said the right bon, gentleman,
we bave now arrived at a- time when we ou.gbt no

longer to deliberate on this question. I *will not
go luto political, mattere; but we are ail of us
aware tlîat the Goyerument of the country-thie
voice potential ie the Government-ie now placed
in the bands of persona in a lower position of life
than bas hitherto been the case. Now, it ie flot
merely desirable, it je ait important and ecsontial,
for the preservation of the institutions of tlîis
country, that those persens should Le able, properly
and intelligently, to diecharge the duties entrusted
teo them. (Cheers.) Even assuming that those
persona wbo have been enfrancbised pos8ses that
knowledge whicb is neceseary. 1 say we require
a much better guarantee than we at present possees,
that those persona who corne after them sahal pos-
Bses that knowledge aleo-(hear !)-and if they do
neot poesess it, as I fear will Le the fact in very
many cases, there is notbing we ougbt nlot to do-
there je no effort we ought nlot make-there je no
sacrifice, either of meney, or of prejudice and feel-
ing, which we ougbt net to submit te, rather than
allow a generation in whose bande are placed the
destinies of us ail te grow np in ignorance. (Cheers.)
We cannot suifer any large number of our citizen.,
new that they have obtained the riglit te influence
the destinies of the cou ntry, to remaiu uneducated.
(Okeers.) W. muet net merely permit, as my
friend Mr." Bruce lately proposed, persone to tax
themselves for educatien. We muet cempel and
insiet by seme mans that education shail Lecome
general in thie country. We muet carry out the
great acharne of the reformera of Scetland when
they plnord a echool in every parieh in the country.

(ees)Coming to the second branch of the
subjet Uic riglit hon, gentleman eaid : It scemea te
nie if oe vould form an abstract idea of what edu-
cation ought te be, it sbould be to teach a pereon
everything that it is important lie should know,
and at the saine time te discipline hie mind, Lut,
as the peried during which edncation can Le cein-
mu.nicated je vcry short, we must qualify that view
by saying that business cf education is te teach the
person s0 much of that which is important tbat'ho
should know s e cas Le taught witbin a limîted
time, and with reference te the ordinary faculties
cf mankind; and aise that ini se deing cars should
Le taken te discipline the mind cf the pupil as"far
as possible. That being se, wel se a question
arise cf very great difficulty-Whatbis itmeet im-
portant the people ehould know ? Until wes enu
answer that question we cannot satisfactorily -selve
the question 1 am now proposingr-What isltthe cdu-
cation that ought te Le given te the middle and
upper classes? 1 tbink it will be admitted Ly ail
whe hear me that we live in a universe cf thince
and net cf words, and that the knowledge cf thinge
te more important than the knowledge cf words.
.(cheers.) The firit few menthe and'years of a
child'e existence are employed in Iearning bcth,
Lut a great deal more in making itself acquainted
with the world into which it ba@ beau ushered than
with language. That is the form Nature takes.

She es with the knowledge cf thinge, and.
wcrds f ow after. li illustrate what I mean. I
think it je more important for aman to knew wbere
his liver je seated, and what ite functions are, than
te knew it is called jecurý in Latin and eiper in


