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for $z,o81.31, this latter figure including a handsome profit.
one of these accounts appears a charge for 1 17 pounds of sold
The experts declare that not more than 5o pounds could possil
have been required. Labor amounting to almost three mont
continuous time for man and helper was charged, which is
clared to be out of ail proportion to the amouit of work accon
lished. A stairway consisting of ten treads leading from i
main floor to the cellar in No. 15 Police Station is said to ha
been charged at $2,5oo. Evidently there is need for a searchi
investigation into this whole matter, and perhaps also the scope
the enquiry might profitably be enlarged.

FIRE TEST.

A most successful test was made on St. James Street a f
days ago of a fire retarding material called Salamanda by 'I
American Fireroofing Company, Boston, under the direct sup
intendence of their general manager, Mr. Chas. S. Ellis and th
agents, Webster Bros. & Parkes, of this city, a large number
the leading architects, fire underwriters and fire department ocials being present. The lirst test was of a house built of
spruce tongued and grooved and lined inside with No. 3 Sala
ander and measuring 48 x 4o x 4o in., into which a flue was inser

(CGýondoece of the CA &N AscaîITECT AND Band a draught door. This was filled with kindling satural
IMPORTANT TO CONTRACTORS. with coal oit and the flames allowed to play directly on the Sala

der, a condition not utsually associated with ordinary constructii
A Bill is now before the Quebec Legislature ta aiend the. law The furnace heat was kept up by fresh supplies of fuel, and

relahing to contractons, in such a way tint the numben of years minutes elapsed before the fire penetrated to the wood and cafor which a contractor is held responsible for his work shall be re.


