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bank, and at its counters, before 12:80 each
day, payment of balances as certified to by
the clearing-room supervisor, is to be made.
These certificates are issued under the
authority of an officer, probably a senior
bank-clerk, present each day at the Clear-
ing House. The Bank of Commerce, we
believe, is to furnish the superintendent
for the first month of the Clearing House
operations. The institution has proved its
value in Montreal, where, for a year and
more, one has been in operation. It is in
contemplation to establish one very shortly
in Hamilton.

WEST INDIA TRADE.

Some things have been learned by Cana-
da from the visits of her manufacturers
or merchants to Jamaica and their exhibit-
ing there. Some things need to be un-
learned, too, it seems, as a result of inspec-
tion, on the spot, of trade prospects and
methode. For one thing, it was for years
believed that Canadian flour would not
keep in the Tropics. That this was an
unfounded belief is proved by the fact that
it has been kept in Jamaica for ninety
days, perfectly sweet. It is learned, too,
however, that admirable as was our flour
sent to the exhibition there, and fed to the
delighted Jamaicans experimentally in the
shape of bread and biscuit, it was too high
in price to capture the market, though the
better classes who cau afford it will doubt-
less buy it. The island, which uses hun-
dreds of thousands of barrels, has long
been used to cheap flour from New York
for the masses, and it has long been used
to getting credit terms for the article, too.
What is now«recommended is that cheaper
grades than the extra Manitoba flour ex-
hibited at Kingston be shipped, and that
arrangements be made that will put our
merchants on a level with New York
houses in the matter of terms. This is
urged by Mr. Wolfred Nelson, who is
writing a series of papers in the Montreal
Gazette on commerce with Jamaica. He
tells us that to ordinary customers in thal
island "a barrelof flour is a barrel of flour;
to tell him that our Manitoba No. 1 i
higher in nutritive properties and lower in
moisture than a cheaper grade, is beyond
him. The statement that eleven barrelE
of it are equal to fourteen barrels of New
York flour sounds well; but when the
Canadian is more expensive the effect iE
lost."

But a more serions statement is made b3
this correspondent : freights are too high

He declares that " The Canadian railwa3
and steamship lines must assist the farme,
by reducing all rates to the Atlantic ses

board, and the steam carriers by inaugurat
ing a new and let-live policy--or cheaj

ocean freights. The present rates ar

almost prohibitory."
There appears to be no question that th

Canadian goods shown in Jamaica wer

creditable as to quality. Curiously enough

the main objection to many appears t
have been that they were too go e. Thi
applies not less to flour than it does to pre
pared meats, cheese, butter and cottoî
Mr. Dimock, who represented us at tih

exhibition, says that a good impression hi

been made, but if Canada is to have a the average Jamaican is very fond of medi-

foothold, she must meet local requirements, cine-so they say.
local tastes, etc. "If she demande recog- In tinware some trade has already been
nition and offers herself as a competitor done.
with the great nations of the earth, she In tombstones, etc., a splendid market

will find early concessions will be necessary; offers, says Mr. Dimock, and it eau be con-
she must reduce prices, carefully study it trolled.
all, and the rest will take care of itself." For cooking stoves he reports a good ont-

One singular statement we remark in look.
Mr. Nelson's paper. He says that the Lu doors and shutters, if cheap, a geod

United States makers for the markets of marketoffers. The exhibition has made all
the West Indies, Mexico, South and Central these things very prominent.
America, do not compete successfully in Lu homespuns and tweeds a good market
manufactures with the Germans, English offers for certain grades; some sales were
or Spanish because "they lack adapta- made.
bility " and will not make goods to suit the Lu furniture a good market off ers fer
fancies of different peoples. This i achsap furniture.
surprise to us, for time and again we have lu ready.made clothiug, if cheap, a good

read in British trade journals statements market also; a number cf orders have al-

the exact converse of this, complaining ready been taken.
most bitterly of Sheffield, or Birmingham, We are glad te learu that Mr. Adam

or Glasgow manufacturers for their stub- Brown, sud Mr. Black, cf Messrs. Pickford,

born adherence to old-fashioned patterns, Black & Co., Halifax, have been cenferring
while the Americans were stealing the trade this week with the Canadian Pacifie and

from them by carefully consulting the Grand Trnkrailways in regard te thegraut-
desires of the South American market un ing of through bills cf lading cf aîl geods from

style of goods and style of package. How- Canada te the West Lndies sud vice ersa,

ever, the lesson to be learned from what with a rapid transit from the seaports.

has been said is that the prejudices of the

natives and the wishes of the West India TORONTO TRADE FIGURES.
merchants muIt be obssrved if we would
cultivate trade there successf ully. The May imports sud foreigu experts at

There is, it appears, a steady demaud in Toronto were rather less than these of
Jamaica fer Canadiam white pine, which is April. The bulletin f the Board f Trade,
everywhere te be seen there, but that it which we received last week, but could net
was purchased in New Yrk through mid- use owing toe the crowded state f our col-
dlemen. Very naturally Mr. Nelson asks, ums, gives the value cf irnporte last mouth
Why net reach the Kingston market directI? as n1,411,703, ad orexperts $282,96.
The spruce of the maritime provinces is Total, 81,694,639. Lu April the importe
almost useless in any hot climats, as wood- wered1,486,256,e cldtheexpertseap23,106.
borers soon reduce it tea perfect honeycomb. Total, s1,719,362. The principal items cf

"Lu fact, any wood that helds its sap inonly impore bwel be foud in the fllewing table,
food for the mauy voracieus sud destruc- compared with thosearf the previ.us May
tive insecte that in!est the trepics.- There istead eg the previgus mrnth:
were shipped from the Maritime provincesiIsO n l r

last year te the British West LCdiesah150,-eay, 1891. May, Irs.

000 worth of plauk, boards, joitssudwotton goodrntfh$109.115e s 83,736
Fancy goodras ubobrdfe32,423 35,878

scuantling trwhile Jamaicaalone importe Hats sud bonnets a o e r 34,143 23,650
ver five million (5,000,000) feet mf white Silk goodererte. es.h.-27,743 44602

pinc, almost every foot ef which comes W ollen geodtnfhBa oTd87,463 81,440

fro New York. Ail this eau be chaugmd Total dry goode-rw sa290,887 269,306
if Canadian lumbermen wish, sud Canadisu Bookesud pamhes 8-$2,6 32,546
vessels could easily secure return carges Grain gI kindves .eef 39,330imrlam
f ugar, fruit, dye woods, etc. t awaits COa,7anthracitendofexor.-25,435 .8

Canada."pu the mitime provies gisn Tot 1bituminos.In- prilth o25,899s almos Inuseless iany h climateaswood-eDruge ud, aedicines the 23,332 27,339
"by M. Dim ck of merchandise for which Ehprthensad chinawlrelbfu 18,806 17,363
Jamaica offers a maruket there, are amed Fruit, green sd dried o t 3s,979 25,036
seversl article that he sys we need re iGlassasd glassware. mon 46,294 41,766

Lponpsud steel gsods .. 116,237 128,697
seud, because thereis n likelihodf sel- Jewellery sud watches . ay 14,454 15,318
ingthem. Among these are musical in Leather goode-....... 23,159 23,122

. Musical instruments .... 14.742 9,943struments, soapF, bats sud caps, cotions, Paper good -.......... -43,904 37,404
ysand hrse p wer agricultural implements. Lead gaode-bne.....-16,403 18,934

oWe coi below what he sys of other Paints d colora........ 12,684 102501
t pe l ev ftfSpirits n wines ....... 10,320 11,046

gfouAn Wood good-od...... 18,401 2,842
Iu boots an dshees ouly a nfair demand. lu experts, tee, we have made the table

! People, the masses, want cheap Ies. Eug- show May, 1890, compared with May, 1891.
lad sud the Americaus hold the market, There is nthing o! striki ,intere t in the
ad continental makers, if they kew it, iet.,9

Sevold undersl both. GOOa s THE PRODUCT 0F CndADA, EXPORTED.

n carhages Canada ela do some busi- Preduce o May,'91. My, '90.

y ig he. mog hee remuicl n-LTher od8...... 3159 23,122

.ess, bu t they must be built te suit the The ie-r -----e-... 1738 .9
y climats; special Springssu d covers are The Forest4...............45,483 71,010

r ecessry. The FieldhrP--r........ 68,568 71,116
a-Animale sud their produce 35,787 46,397

- Refigertors.-Tbere is s good demsnd Manufactures .. 9...... 7,719 117,995

, for malWoodfrgoodpr e Miscellanecus.............8,401 2,842

ladS n thue Americ ankts hold te omaret Terelisnothin-of-stiking4nteres in06the
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