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'l'lie general adoption of repeating rifles has caused the War Office to
stay its handà; and as Herr J. Schuloff, whose invention (lately tried at
Vienna) is pronounced by competent judges to be far superior to any
one existing, bas recently given evidence in' London before the commit-
tee on sniall arins on the value of magazine guns, we miay infer that the
issue of repeatiiig rifles to our infantry can be but a question of turne.

Recruiting during the past year bas been exceptionally good, and a
better class of mien bas been obtained, both in physique and chest-
iniasurement. Pessinists-their naine is legion-place this flow of
recruits to the credit of the labor market, and contend that, as hunger
drives the wolf froin the woods, su poverty, through lack of work, has
inmpelled a large percentage of our starving population to enter the ranks,
and that ail such are serving Her Mîtjesty, flot with good-will and cheer-
tttlness, but through dire necessity. We are unwilling to adopt this viewv
in its eraîrety, and consider that it admnits of beîng liberally discounted.
'l'le altered state of service, the greater inducenients held out to recruits,
and the strenuous exertions- niade to provide employmient for thern on
returning to civil life, have ail tended to make the position of the soldier
more attractive, while the lineral bestowal of commissions on deserving
wairrant officers has greatly helped the cause of recruiting. On this sub-
ject we trust that no diminution in this direction miay be experienced
dutring the% present year. On the other side of the accounit, we regret to
read that desertions show an increase, while fraudulent enlistnient bas
flot fallen off. Under the latter head occur mnany cases of men I)assed
to the reserve unable to fid employnent, and we recently pointed out
that sonie provision should be miade-aind made forthwitb---to facilitate
mii rejoining the colors, on the broad princile of commnonsense %Vhich
<icttes dhat it is better to support a soldier ini the ranks than a prisoner
ini gaol. On this subject we referred tu an able speech miade towards
the close of 1886 by Major-General the Hon. P. R. B. Feilding, coin-
mnanding the south-eastern district.

Our auxiliary forces have been very favorably reported upon, but on
c.\aiiination it wlIl be fuind that an>' eficiency they nias present is based
on a somiewhat low standard, and mainly depends on reports fron ini-
specting officers of their ability w îiniarch îpast in more or less unbroken
<r(ler; to appear clean on parade, with buttons polishied, rifles dlean and
launets furiislied. Su long as thiese requirenients are fulfilled we miay
COnfidently expect our auxiliaries to inipruve year by year. 'l'hie nilitarv
critic, however, is forced to coîîfess that milîtia, yeomianry and volunteers
;ire practically useless save for parade purposes. Ini this assertion it miust
he granted that the fault lies not with those branches of the service.
diemiselves, but with those set in authority over thei. 'lo begin with
the militia. We notice that the), presented a larger miuster last year than
ini 1885, yet we regret tu sa>' that in mîan),l)attalions the nunibers abse'nt
froi the annual training showed an abnormial proportion. It is also
worthy of renîark the disproportion of militia officers, conîpared with
%'olîmteer officers, who have îmssed a school of instruction or passcd in
iatctics. Scant enc'ouragement is giveli to militia otfi:ers to do more thin
the huindrui routine of regimiental dutv. W'e have for v'ears past called
atiention to the fact, biut litherto %%vthout success. Again, niany terri-
torial regimients remiain, at;in 188 1, without the formation of a fourth
battalion; Nyhile (we somnewliat tire of repeating) the K 0.H.'s has not

iia third. 'l'lie shooting of the miilitia is lamentabile, and the vicious
haibit reniains, ailth)ough to a curtalied extent, of quartcring nien in billets
iii tôwns wherte rifle ranges are non-existent, in place of sendisig thei to
CiImpI. 'l'lie >eomanry have niustered fairly well, and dune possiblv as
'nUch liard work as could hé crowded itito tlhe short space of' eighit days.
l'ie voluinteers, on their part, ha.ve dune excellently well. More nmen
hanis ever, ini 1886, went under canvas, and regimients at Aldershot asso-
ciated wvith tfie regulars lirovecl that a iew weeks of emlMxliîeît would
Iti thein itîto valuable troops. 'l'lie shooting at Wimîbledon last year
%%.s above the average, but the false imipression. stîll exists, because sonie
huniidreds of traitied shots froni tie volunteers surîîass probably the best
iiarksmen in the world, that the whole of the force is expert with tlîe
tille. Thlis is a miost inischievous nwu çeliiiip-r. is notorious froni the
imskctry drill anîd practice returns that ny (far too mainy) of our vol-
Inlteers are but third-class shots. On this subject it is obvious that ini-
rcased range accoiiodation mîust lie provided for theîî. 'This is not
miIatter to be taken up by each in(livi(iual officer conniaiiding a volun-

ceMr corps. It is l)ra<tically a state question, and1 the onus of. finding
sulitable ranges for tie îolunteers passes into the province of the Secre-
i ry of State for *War. With tlîe ever-iuicreasing area of I .ondon the
ik'<'lative l)uil(ler ill soon jostle out A the raniges existent îvitlîiuîa
doderate radius of Chlaring Cross, anîd it heconies the duty of the autho-
ties to protect those now in force, *so tlîat with the aid of the safety shed

iicc,(essfuilly trie( t at 'orniwoU(1 Scrublis) classes can l)e fired nithout
ntailing a trip ilîto the country with its concomîitant expense.

Licul. TnlIol, 9othB lait., is going Io tike a short course ai the. srhcoo of iioiited
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.B),Col. w: W Knoly)s, in Colburn's.

W E now corne to the critical mioment: iLe., that of the charge. Our
author assumes that this wil be made from, a distance of fromu,

300 to 200 metres, evidently preferring the latter. Hie lays it down as
bis opinion that during this charge, which should be executed at racing
speed, the men should flot fire. It hardly needs argument to prove that
in this contention he is wright. If the men while cbarging were allowed
to ire sonie would stop tu discharge thein rifles wbilst others would con-
tinue their rush. 'Ihus, not only would there te a loss of coîn1bined
impetus, but the bolder spirits would be exposed to the danger of being
hit by their coirades in the rear.

.We now, hoîvever, comîe to a nîost difficult subject. It is contrary
to experience, alike in battle and at manoeuvres, and to commun sense
to suppose that a ie of tirailleurs already fatigued by their previous.
exertions and heavily weighted could charge at any speed and in reasun-
ably good orden over su lîroad a zone as 300 to 200 nietres. W~e have
ourselves seen the attenipt made at French manoeuvres, and the result was
that the mun slowed down to a walk wlien two-third s of the distance lîad
been acconîîlished. Either a volley nmust be fired and the tirailleurs
mnust advance at a swift îvalk tînder cuver of the snîoke tilI they arrive
within îoo yards, îvhen they sliould break into a mun, or else the firing
uine iiust be soniehow broughit up w iithin îioo or i 2o yards of *the
enei before miaking thîe final dash. With a resolute enemy uîîder
natural cuver or in shelten trenches the first alternative would lbc equiva-
lent tu destruction. Hou', then, can thîe other alternative plan be carricd
out? We can ouîly imagine oîîe way, and that is theý folowing: TIhe
tirailleurs should lie brought tip to a life 200 yards distant froni the
enemiy in the maniner above descrihîed. 'Ihen a furious and raîîid fine
should be opened for, sa>', a minute, w'hen froi cd flank -the tiien
should crawli foruvard successively a lew yards at a tune tilI they occuî>ied
a hune of whlich the flanks should he 100 yards and the centre 150 yardls
froni the eueiy. At tlîis mioment the bugles sbould souind the charge.
anîd every nian should mun at top speed towards the foc.

As to the little supports---consisting in the Gernian arini of a îla-
tuon, or one-third of a conipany--ouir author lays it (low'n that thi' cliý;-
tances ini rean of the tirailleurs should be gradually redtîced fi'onî xoo or
200 nIetres, tilI at the mioment of the assauit they slîould lie eithen iii, or
lose in rear of, the firing line. We prefer a neinforciuîg of the firiîîg lne

before the last hait previous to the charge shahl have been miade, for the
fi ring line needs the iiipetus of a reinforcenient to hring it up) to the last
halting place.

'l'lie second echelon of supports in the Gerîiian amiiy couîsists of a
line of company colinins which it îîîav le soinetimies necessary to deploy
uni(en stress of fire. As a rule, these conîpanies advance. at the ordiinarv
step). We cannot approve of comipany coltiimnis uiîder the effective rire
of citler rifles or artillerv, especially the latter. A single shîrapmnel Shel
btîrsting at the riglit tinie would miake but onîe motthfuil of an entire
conipan), in sucb a forniation. 'l'o unr immd, the supporting Comlpauîies
should, wulîen tînder effective ime, advaîice in huec with looseiîed files, and
shîould takec part ini the final charge eithen b>' following closel>' the llriing
line, h)y filling a gal) in tie latter, or evenii b%îixi Ig tef up with the
men of the firing unie immiiedîately in front of it. "'e wotuld, iii addition,
point out tlîat i rear of the firing line*thie siaîl stupports anîd the sut>-
porting comipanies should follow cuitine battalions, who. drawiuig dloser
and closer as thec enemv is near'er, shotul,ason as the cag a ci
successfully (lelivercd, take tup the punsuit. Witli refemence to the latter
uve cannot do better than iiniitate the Gernian systeini. Vhen tlîey have
caried a position. they do not, as îîîost troops arc at least apt to do, mun
after the foc with the biayonet, but haIt anîd open fine. It is olîviotîs that
a routed body of troups will get oveïr the.ground faster thian a Ibody which
seeks tu retain its order. If a fl>ing foc lic followed uîp with the h;avoniet.
at rniost a few of the hindinust will lbc caughit and slain, while a steadu-
fire will produce an effect lasting over sone turne. W~hen the fou shail
have got over 400 yards of grotind, theti they imay with advantage be
foltowed up, an'd soim ie of thîe puirsuers mnai'evenu b tlle a couple of htuni-
(lne( yards. Even then «a portion of .the victons sliotil(l remiain hialted
and cuntinuing to fire.

Calît. \'on Mirbach in trcating of thie retreat jtîstl>' observes tliat the
soldien having been tauight the îîinciîfles of atta<'k and1 defeuice, eqtires
veny little siiecial instrtuction for thic (omblat ini retreat. TIhiis, howeveCr.
unless undertaken beln' the respective fiing lines shail bave coune iinto
close contact is une of the uîîost dchi<'ate andI diffictult (if openatiouîs.
Even when it is a part of the general's plan to withdraw bis tnoops as
soun as thc ener-ny aîîpears ini sight, niuch skill, steadiness, anîd disc -ip-
linc are essential to succcss. W~hcn, howeven, the retreat is foced I1w
stress of fime uîon an amny whichi originally intendcd cither to asstumé
the offensive, or even to inaintain the (lefensive, the openation is fuîll of
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