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cight or ten inches deeps this exenvation, |
have no doubt, wias the work of the birds
themselves,  In the bottom was a small guan-
tity of' filwous, weody matier.  This nest was
altogether ditlerent 1o any of the Nuthatehes !
that I have seen, and it stenek me at the time
as very pecealiar, [ also noted that the binds
were darker in color, and their notes consider-
ably diterent 10 those commonly observal in
the bigh, hardwood Dunds, bat until venrs
atterwanrds, when 1 procured acopy of ¢ Ross®

Birds of Cannda,”™ T owas not aware that the
Red wnd White-bellied binds, were distinet

speeivs, Sinee then T have obzerved that the
habitat of Sitla Canadensis iz gencrally the-
deep evergreen woods, and lately, T note, that .
it= eall i louder, more prolonged and plaintive

than that of its whitebiellied congener, which
Intter i< purtinl to the hardwond regions, and .
alwavs makes its large nest (Formed of moss,

fibrons bark awl hair) in the naturl hollows .
oftrees. Yenrs ago 1 had ohserveld some of
those birds excavating eavities in old =tnbs,’
generally sottwood timnber, amld that in the fall!
af the year, they Tuid up a supply of diflerent |
kil of seeds in sneh places 1an now disposed
to lelieve that thi= was partienlarly the work
ol the Red=bellied species,

. W. L. Krng, Listowel, Ont,

SEPPOSED NESTS OF THIES CROSSBILL.

On the 10th of April, when taking n munble
far arnithelogical purposes, with my two boys,
in a cedar swamp, narth ol this town, [uoticed |
a number of nest-like structures, placed on
the branches of celdar and other evergreens,
generally aliont twelve to twenty feet from the
gronmd. [ had often, in difterent places, notical
similar straetures betorey alwnys in the enrly
gpring, and knowing that these had been ade
in the winter, suppozed that they were the
work of =ome squirrel. On the above late,
however, euriosity fed me o exmmine gevernl
of theze structures more clozelv, aml to my
surprize, T found that they were the nests of
some binle, and hiad evidently been vecently .
ueenpied.  Cotpared with the size of the hind,
that mus=t hawve built and oceupierd these lat--
like formations, they were large. One which -
1 brought hiome, weasnral two feet six jnches
in circumderence ; yvet the inside envity was
only alont four inches in diameter, and the
entranee showad that the by of the buililer
was abont the size of that of the pine finch,
T'he ontsidles of these nests were formed of moss
calculated to keep out cold, and throw ofl the |

“rain, while the inside was thickly linel with

the =oft fibrous lll"\' cedar bark, and in some
enses, small quantitics of hair.  The materials

cof the entrance were of snch (uality amd

arrangement as o almost close when  the

socenpant went in or out, and it would appear

al=o that it was (he iutention of the owners (o
cover the contents when they found it neces-

seary to deave it for the purpose of procuring

fond, For a while T was puzzled to koow
what =pecies of the leatherad rmee had nade
these nests, nd therein reared their voung in
the midst of our eold and stormy winiers, |
then recollected and re-read the artivle in the
Inat IFebrnary number by De. Guenier, on the
Crosshills, the mystery was solved.  These
mosssminde lnd-shaped stenetures were the
nests of Loxie curvirostra. | then reeollietod
that in the winter of 1866, and following venrs,
I had observed these birds in flocks in (he
barn-yard and wnong the evergreen wonds of
North Wallace, where also 1 fiest noticed those
eurions nests, but never thought they wore
the habitations ot binds, or that any bivd conhl
rear their young at sueh a senson ol the vear
in onr climate. Lalely a neighbonr intiemed
me that he saw the nest of 0 binl with tour

- younge in the month of March, but conld give
s na information ns to the species or lormation
~of the nest.

Ldid not ree any of these hirds thix seazon,

It was, of eonrse, o erosshill.

they lind evidently departed northward lefore
my advent among their winter howes. 1 huope
anather season to see theiv egas,

W. L. Kens, Listowel, Ont,

Sitla Canadlensis.  When 1 first discoveral
the nest of this binl, hoth male and temnle
were sy gathering soft. materinl to complete
their nest ; the spot seleeted for thi= purpose
bring a hole in a dead tree, abiomt ten fent
from the gmumd 3 the hole, however, was not
the work of these binly, but one which hadl

“probably been made by n eguirrel or wool-

Imck('r some  seasons previous, the eavily
wing alout fonrteen inches deep. Sitte Curo-
linensis, As the northern limit of (thix Nug-
hateh, ne u winter vesident, is somewhat
indefinile, I might mention the fact that one
was taken at Westfield March 10th, 1884,
Harory Giesener,
S, John, N.B., April 23, 1882,
—_—

Dear Str,—In answer (o your query in
the March number of the Srorrsmax axp
Naturavist, concerning the nesting of sAntros-



