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"FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. |

. FRANCE.

Pagis, Oci. 13, —The 'French papers- reproduc®
the snnouncemsnt that the Edglish Miniater at Bern®
bas brought sn action against Lausunne Gazette fof
libels on the Queen, and the Pafrie, improviog the
occagion, pointa out © how true it is that (n all coun-
tries, even in *free Englané,’ it is deemed fit that
Sovereigns should be defended against the license of
the press’— Times, - ‘

The Times Biarritz correspondent saya: The Em-
peror looks remarkably well, and it is ovident tbat
the air bere has been of great besefit to him. Oon

Sunday last he and the Empresg left their carriages
and waiked from a short distance out of Bayonue tc
Biarri(z, about three mites ; and hardly a day passes
that he docs not make similar exeorsions on foot.

The Paris correspondence ofthe Independence Belge
gaye that Dr. Langenbeck, a celebrated German pny-
gitian, has been consulted by the Emperor Napoleon,
and the resnit of an examination institoted by bim
was not considered satisfactory. On the other hqnd,
hig Majesty bas received sensible relief from a slight
operation whick be has undergone at the hands, of
Dr. Guillon, and it is added that this physician will
remaip at Buarritz unati! his Majesty's departure. The
colebrated Dr. Nelation has also been sent for.

We all remember those days of anxiety in the be-
ginning of July, when the Emperor Napoleon, have.
ing Yeen appeaied to by a defeated Kaiser, besitated
88 to the course he should pursue. We sall felt it a
great relief when, determining for neutrality, he pro-
moted the speedy restoration of pemce, instead of
pluoging Europe into prolonged war, a3 he was re-
_guested. Eis motives have since been candidly ex-
plained by himself, ang tbeir wisdom apd. Bagacllty
universally appreciated. Ido mot apprehend it will
prejudice his Majesty in the opinion of the _world
when ! say that, in addition to the more public and
politicai reasons which actuated him on that memor-
able occasion, he was infizenced by a piece of private
and highly interesting intelligence communicated to
him about that time. QOa the 6th of July the Grand
Duke of Sexe Weimar wasin a position to advise
Napoleon I!I. of the existence of an Italian conspiracy
congisting of a number of young men who bhad sworn
to take bis life were the recovery of Venice prevent:
ed by hia interference. The investigations jmme-
diately set on foot by the secret police of France coa-
firmed the statement volunteered by the Weimar
potextate. My informant supposes, but is not cer-
taic, that the latter derived his knowledge from per-
sons of high trust at this Oourt.—Zimes Cor.

The Pays lately bad some remarks about Mexico,
which derived importance from the avowedly semi-
official chsracter of that journal It referred to the
unfortunate malady of the Empress Charlotte as an
additional remson why Maximilian would probably
be Cisinclined nny longer to devote himself to his un-
grateful task, and it plaioly hinted that the despatch
from the Mexican Emperor to General Almonte, firat
poblighed in the Patrie had no resl importance.
General Castelnau, it believes, took out decisive in-
structions, and ¢ the French Government is evidently

much engrogsed by the eveutuality of the retreat of
Maximilian—izn oOther words, of his abdication and
return to Burope. The Opimon Nationale to-ds_.y
points out the great significance of these remarks in
the mouth of &« Government organ, aaod considers it
a positive eymptom of the resolation adopted by the
French Government, ‘at last to abandon a work
which hes alresdy cost so much blood and money,
and which it wonld have been more prudent never
to have uundertaken. You will remember that the
Opinior. Nedionale 15 cousidered frequently to serve a8
mouthpiece to the friends of Prince Napoleor ; and
you know who was the prime mover of the Mexican
expedition, The same journal proceeds to set forth
the disadvantags of having maintained an army in
diatant lands and cisked a rupture with the United
States when the most serious events, claiming all the
attention of France, were passing close to her fron-
tier. Happy will be the day, it claims, when the last
French soldier ahall bave quitted that unlucky land,
even though, a3 there is every reason to believe, that
day shall be the lasy of the Mexican Empire. The
Pays having u3ed seme epigmatical and bigh sound~
ing phrases, to the effect that France, before leaving
Mexico, wag determined to secure Fremch Interests,
even by the most extreme means, the Opinion Nu-
tionale says i—

| What does the Pays mean? Wkat are those ex-
treme means ? Ifit knows them, 1t would do well to
reveal them, It seems to us that extreme means
have aiready been employed by maintaicing, for
geveral yeara, an armed snd costly occupation ia the
middle of that vast country without being able to
guapend the civil war for 8 single day, or to obtain
any other immediatoe reault than the increase of the

debt of & probably insolvent debt.’

A Paris correspondent says the Empress Chsr-
lotte's malady commenced og her voyage from Vera
Oroz. [In herinterview with Napoleon she entirely
1ost control of herself. Ske go far forgot herseif as
to give way to most vioient paroxysms, aqd made
use of language which startled and sastonished the
Emperor. The first subject which appears to have
distracted the mind of the Empress was a clause in
ber fathers will, by which he gave her merely a life
interest in the twenty five millions he bequeathed to
her. The Empress applied to her brother, Leopold
the 1[., to annul this clause, and allow her the whole
gum for consolidation of the Mexican Empire. Her
prother however, turned a deaf‘ear to her . golicita-
tions, remnding her of prodigal generosity with
which her husband had spent his own private fortune
ag well a8 a portion of hers, and positively refused
her request, The Empress cannot forgive this act,
and as she is aware that the Kingend his L.Io!her have
been privately supported in their decision by the
Austrisn Imperial family, she will not congeat to

" Jisit ber family at Brussels or at Vienna.— Times
’ C‘:ﬁé Tondon papers publish the following account
of the massacreof French Missionaries in the Cores:
¢ A letter from Shanghae of August last says:—Iam
gorry to fully confirm the sad cews I gave you in my
letter of the 9th of July last. M Ridel, following the
advice of the two only colleagues remaining in Qares,
1eft the country on & small barque carrying 11 Chris-
tians. He arrived at Csee-Foo, and taking the advice
of Mr. Fergusaon, who received him with the greatest
kindness, he started at ouce for Tientsin, where was
Admirsl Rose. The Admiral warmly received him,
took him on board, and wes on the point of sailing
for Oorea, when he recoived a dispatch from Admiral
de 1a Grandiere, recalling bim nt Siagon. Mr Ridel
announces to us the death of—Ist. Monsignore
Berneux, Bishop of Oapte, and aposlolic vicar of
Corea, arrested on Feb, 23rd, and beheaded on March
3rd, after having endured the most atrocious tortares;
ond. M. Beaulieu, apostolic missionary, arrested on
the 24th of Fébruery, tortured and bebeaded with
Mopgignore Berneuz ; 3rd M poreq; 4th, M. de
Brotonniere, both apostolic missionaries, tortured and
heheaded with our holy bishop; Bth, M., Pousthie,
anostolic provincial; 6th. M, Peiit-Nicholas, both
arreated on the 8th of March and beheaded on the
11th; 7th Monisignore Duvelsy, Bishop of Ancc_ma,
coadjutor of Monsignore Berneux ; 8th. M, Rumaitre,
apostolic missionary ; gth. M. Huin, apoatolic
missionary. They were arrested on the 14th of
March and bebeaded on the 30th (on the Good
Fridsy). About fifty nacives snffered salso the
martyrdom, MM, Feron and Oslais contrived (o
escape, but they were hotly parsued. The prosecution
was not 8o active, on accouut of the rice harvest,
bat after the harvest it was to begin more furiously
than ever. We-reckoned this year upen more than
1,500 converted. _ ,
. A French Bighop in a sermon recently administered
a phillippic to crinoline wearera—‘ Let women be-
ware, .while putticg on their profasive and expansive
attire, how parrow are the gates of Paradige.’

A Pamig Misgr.—The commissary of police of the
.quarter of tne Place . Vendoge, acoompanied by a
doctor, two..days ago visited the apartment of the
Baroness X , in order to certify, at the request
of the jnmates of the house, the death of that lady,
who wss 75 years of age. The appesrance of the
apartment inCicated extraordinary neglect, There
wag acarcely any furniture ; the dust of yeara ob-
scured the window panes, and the paper on the wall
was spotted ‘and rotten, The place appeared to have
been upinhabited from time immemorisal, and yet the
Baronegs X - had lived there for 25 years, pay-
ing an -annual rent of 3,500f In the bedrooms,
stretched npon a truckle bed, and partly covered
with rags, lay the body of the baroness. Ap exam-
ination showed that death aross from weakness
caused by want of food, It further appeared that
ghe bad starved herself wilfully ; and, indeed, in
poiat of avarice the defunct baroness wounid have
borne away the paim from Harpagon, Gosbeck, and
other such heroes. Notwithstauding ber comsider-
able fortune, estimated at 50,000f, a yesr, she al-
ways went clothed like a beggar, and often solicited
charity in the street. She lived on crasts of bread,
the refuse of cabbages and other vegetables, and
such likp garbage that she picked up from dirt heapa.
Last week she fell down from weakness, while pass-
ing the door of the cencierge, from want of food, bat
the refused to take some refreshment proposed to
her, no doubt fearing that she wouid have to pay
for it. She succeeded in guining her apsrtment,
and was not afterwards seen alive. .
RepeBilcAx Brackmirps.—The Sport has the fol-
lowing : —The lagt of the Republican blackbirds of
Mondaye (Calvados) has just besn shot by an advo-

cate of Bayeux, Nhose birds, long celebrated through-
out the arrondissement, were certainly better kuown
then the persons whe have killed them. The re-
markable facility with which blackbirds learna and
retain aird of mutic is matter of noteriety. In 1848
on ingenious patriot attempted to turn ibat jnstinct
to account to republicanize the whole wooded
grounds of the neighbourhnod, He brought up by
hand two broods of the birds in question, taught them
for three or four months the Murse llaise, and when
he thought their education sufficiently advanced for
them to impart their talent to the others he gave
them their liberty. The rest of the winged tribe tock
afancy to the music of Rouget de 1'Isle, and for
mapy yesrs nothing but the Marseitllnise wos to be
heard, At a latter period France changed her tune,
and the majority of the songsters who had not
modified their repertory fell bafore the shot of the
rural guards. Gne alone escaped the pursuit of the
authorities, and claiming a rignt of agylum, it took
refuge in the gardsns of Mondaye, where the good
monka often listened te its song with a emile. The
unfortunste bird at length one day ventured beyond
ita limits and paid for ite temerity with it ife, Time
kad singalarly changed the colour of it black and
lustrous plumage., Phyaicaliy, as well a3 morally,
it bad become a merle blanc.!
ITALY.

PiepyonNT.—Bad as ars the Fenians, they could
hardiy exbibit a more despicable spirit, in every senge
of the word, than has been avinced by nearly every
¢ Italian’ politician, or soldier, or saior, that bas
shown in the front during the late war. Let any
traveller who knows the languags well go to Italy,
and mix freely with those who rule thet now unfor.
tunate kingdom, either by reason of their office or by
virtue of their clamor, aza let bim state hooestly what
he thinks of the *regenerate' kingdom. Bombast
acd blaspbemy, selt-conceit without selferespect, an
atter wsnt of any moral resiraint, a +ain, vapid,
everlasting praige of themaelves, and entira want of
energy and purpose save for evil, are the leading cha.
racteristics of *3young Italy,’ ss it exista to day,
whether in the higher or lower ranks. It is true that
there exist ic the country honest, loyal, well-meaning,
sensible men—men who still fear God, honor religion,
can apeak without cursing wbai all Christians con-
sider sacred, and who blush for shame at what is
passing on around them. But these are silenced by
their fell 'w countrymen, or if they msake themselves
heard, are cast mto prison as reactioniats. Nor is it
neceszary to travel in order to make this discovery.
I we but turn back to those piles of the very English
papers which cry aloud thas Rome ehould be the
capital of Victor Emmanuel’s kingdom, and read the
various letters of their ¢ special correspondents’ in
Italy during the late war, wo shall find more than
enough to confirm the opinion, that if ever there was
on earth a nation utterly unfit for self-government, it
is that gigantic humbug cslled United Italy, which
was conceived in iniguity, brought forth in shame,
and bas never heen able to fight a battle, save by the
actuel or moral help of foreign bayonets or ships. —
Weekly Register,

The total Italian debt et present is $850,000,000 in
gold, bearing an annual goid interest of $32,500,000,
an aversge rate of nearly four per cent,

Venetis bhas been bought at an ineredibly low
price; bat, however cheap, it was not to be bad gra-
tia. The war expenses from June to September are
computed at 555,000,000f,, and Genersl Menabrea has
juet paid 83,000,000f. to get the Iron GCrown out of
pawn, All this, even with the share of the Lombarde
Venetian debt, is very little for one of the richest
provinces in Kurope. Lombardy snd Venetia, it
ghould be borne in mind, were the two milch cows
which, although constituting about one-geventh of the
Anstrian Empire, were made to Yyield one-fourth of
iterevenue. Unfortuuately, the expenses ocpasioned
by the liveration of Venstis will fs1l on sn exchequer
exhausted by several years’ reckless improvidence.
In despite of Oount Oavour's economical genjus, the
Budpet of Piedmont from 1850 to 1859 has been
swamped by the increese of its yeorly deficit, At the
time of the aanexations the most liberal State of Ttaly
was the most heavily taxeq and the most deeply in-
debted. For the last eix years the efforts of Javour's
guccessors to make the two erdd meei proved egre.
gious failares. The revenue was raised in 1865 to
something very near 700,000,000f, but it gtill fell
short of the expenditure by 250,000,000f, to 300,000, -
800f. Ths debt st the beginning of that year was
already 4,600,000,000f,, ocossioning a yearly outlay
of 230,000,000f., the great bulk of which was sent
out of the qountry as atribute to forelgn capitalista,

The first source of all this ruipous extravagance
was, of course, the national armament, The Bud-
got was burdened with 180,000,000f, for the army
and 48,000,000f. for the navy. ,

No duub, the finaneial condition in Italy is very
grave, and the Government must come out of it at
any cost; but it is a tesk of uncommon magnitude
and not to be accomplished without the full co-opa-
ration of the nation, and its readiness for ssif.denial,
for resl patriotic devotion—above all things, for
hard work.— Times.

A lotter from Florence says that Admiral Teget-
hoff is going to visit that capital, that he will be
there while the trial of Persano is going on, and will
probably witness 1t. The Italian Parliament i3
expected to meet in Novemberto give it3 approval
to the financisl stipulations comprised in the treaty
with Auetria, It isthought probable that M, Scia-
loja will avail of the opportunity to inform the
House of the state of the treasury. Three monthy'
supplies muat also be voted. The Session is expect-
ed tobe very short, The letters written by poor
Boggio, and which were picked up by the Austrians
after the 108a of the Re d'Ilalin and published in a
Vienoa paper, have been declared authentic by
Boggio's family, and are likely to be brought for.
ward on the trial by Persana’s counsel.

A lotter from Venice, in the Etendard, hag the
gubjoined : -

‘The Venetian people, the reasonable portion ex.
cepted, believe firmly thatlarks ready roasted are
going to fall from the sky on King Victor Emmsnu.
el’s arrival. The working classes bope that the lea-
der of the red shirts will oot delay showing himslf
at 8t. Mark's, and I have heard with my own ears

families in'the depth of paverty— not mere’ common
beggars, who swarm here—while eating their pit-
tance of polenta, repeat, * Well, o little more patience
Garibaldi will goon be here, and we shall then be all
right? - Others are leaving their employments: with
the same hope. A. friend of mine living here had
two gervents, One morning they both went te him
and asked for their wages. ¢ The.work,’ they said,
‘was too hard, and Garibaldi would soon be there
and provide them with a situation where they “would
bave an easier time of it’ Those. whose thoughts
are more with King Victor Emmanuel than with the
bermit of Qaprera are infected with absolutely the
same ideas, Ioshort, from one end to the other of
the city there is nothing but feverish hope. In this
temper you may ea3ily imagine thatthe Venetiang
gcarcely endure the presence of the Austrians, who
they think delay the brilliant realization of therr
fancies. Thus the necessitious portion of the inhabi-
tants, auffering from wact and from cholera, and
continuaily excited besides by the agents of the
party of action, are very much inclined to quarrel-
ling, uproar, and riot.’

Tae Irox Crowy oF Lousarpy,—There seems
to be a general ignorance of what the iron erown
really is, though often mentioned. Ina well-known
newspaper of yeaterday the editor in aleading arti-
cle write of it thus :—' The iron crown sold at its
strict value would be bought, in all likelibood, at
the price of a horss-skoe.” ° The little relic of in-
gignificant appearance and of no value? The editor
evideutly considers itto be something like an old
cosl scuttle, to be worn with the bottoms upwards.
I wish to inform him and others that the crown i3
composed of s broad circle of gold, set with large
rubies, emeraids, and sapphires, on a ground of blue
and gold enamel. DBaot the most important part of
the iron crown, from whica it derives itg name,is &
narrow rim or band of iron three-eighths of an inch
broad and one-tenth of ineh in thickness, attached to
the inmer circumference of the circle. This inner
band of sacted iron is believed to have been made of
one of the pails used at the crucifixion, and aecounis
for the veneration in wh:ch it has been always held.
~ Times Cor, .

Roug.—The Memorial Diplomatique gives the fol-
lowing detail of communications said to bave been
exchanged between the Pope and Napoleoa III., with
a view to the approaching execution of the Jonven-
tion of September 15 :—* It is certain that Piua IX.
very recently, through Gardinal Reisach, declared
to the Emperor Napoleon, tbat he wasg resolved ot
to quit Rome after the departure ot the French
troops, but that, relring upon {Divine omnipotenoe
and the protection of France, he woula await all
eventuatities ot the foot of :he Holy Apostle’s tomb.
The Emperor commissioned Cardinal Reisach (who
we3 presented to him at Si, Cloud by the Nuncio,
about three weeks ugo) to give the Hely Father &is
most solemn assurance thas the protection of France
would never be wanting to bim, his Msjesty’s Go-
vernment being thoroughly determined to see the
loyal and conscientious accomplishment of the Coan-
vention of September 15, This is the assurance al.
luded to in the circular of the Marquis de Lavalette
when be paid tha!in wiihd:awing his troops from
Roms the Emporor left the protection of Fraace &s
a guarantee tor the Holy Father!

AUSTRIA,
ViEN¥a, Oct. 13, —The ratifications of the Treaty
of Peace between Austria and [taly were axchanged
here at ose o'clock in the aftermoon of yesterdaw,
and at the same time the Iron Crown was placed at
the dispaosal of the Floreace Government. The per-
sons present at the ceremony were Count Mensdorfl
Count Felix Wimpffen who iz about to go to Berlin
a3 the representative of Austria at the Prussian
Court, General Menabrea, and M. d’Artoin. The
priacipal part of the *function’ being over, the Ital-
ian diplomatists placed in Count Mensdoril's hands
promissory notes of the value of 35,000,0008., the
sum whieh ltaly bas agreed 10 pay as the share of
Venetis in the Austrian Nationani Debt. Oua the
16th of April of the preseat year the Italian Govern-
ment offered to pay to Austria 300,000,000f. if she
would give up Veanetia with the Quadrilateral, The
Emperor persmptorily rejected the proposal, and
now, after havicg obiainsd two greai victories over
the [talians, he i3 obliged to be content with the
above-mentioned paltry sum. The Iron Crown,
which will eoon be removed from this city to
Fiorence, i3 still at the Austrian Foreign-office,
Goneral Menabrea being unwilling to keep an object
of such great value in the apartments which he oc-
cupies in an botel. It may here he observed that
the above mentioned emblem of Royalty is made
of o richly-gilt iron circlet atudded with diamonds,
turqueises, opals, sapphires, and other precicus
stonee. The iror framework is abount agbroad asa
middle-gized hand. The Crown was eent from the
‘Schatzkemmer' (Chamber of Treaaures) to the
Foreign-office in a very common-looking box; bnt I
am told that csre will be taken to provide a suitable
covering for such & precious jewel. The Austrisn
Governmant, being incapable of doing thiogs in
grand style, Lag resolved that the Emveror, who hag
formally renonnced his claim to be styled King of
Lombardy and Venice, shall retain the titles of
¢ Grand Duke of Tuscany, Duke of Modens, and Lord
of Guastalla and Piacenza’ The general public will
hardly attach much importance to this circomstance,
but peraons who are acquainted with the peculiari-
ties of the Italian character predict that it will lead
to fresh dissensions between Austria and Italy, The
excuse made by the Austrian employes for the petti-
pess of their superiors is that the last-mentioned
titles have not been relinquished * because they are
inketent in the Hapsburg family,’ wheress the title
of King of Lombardy and Venice is not. King Vic-
tor B.nmenuel ratified the Treaty of Peace on the
6th instant, but tte Emperor Francia Joseph, who
bag been shooting chamois in the mountains in the
neighborarod of Ischl, did not do so until Tuesday
last. On the 4th instent His Majesty gave to Mr,
Thomas Bresssy, the well.known railway contractor,
she Order of the {rou Crown, and it appears proba-
ble that he will be tbe last person to receive that
mark of favour at the hands ot an Austrian Sover-
elgo. - :
g'I‘ha London Globe adverts to the divergence of
policy on the Polish question between Austria and
Rusgsia. Tue Russian troopg in Poland which some
time ago received orders to proceed to the southern
oortion of the Empire, and which are now on ther
march thither, have been ordered back to their old
quarters as a precaution against any insurrectionary
movement among the Poles, Moreover, the Russian
Government are apprehensive that Austria’s con-
ciliatory policy towards her Polish subjects in Galli-
cia is an indication that the Court of Vienna is pre-
paring to follow an antagonistic policy to that of
of Russia in the Eastern question, and very natarally
concludes that in this matter the Anstrian Govern-
ment i3 acting in concert with thet of France,

Pracos, Oct. 27.—An attempt was made to shoot
the Emperor Francis Joseph as he was leaving the
Theatra thig evening. The culprit aimed ths pistol
nt the Kaisar, buv before the ball was fired he was
seized by an Englishman ard placed under arrest.

PRUSSIA.

The end i3 not yot, and aiready we Lear that the
Northern Parliament will signalize its first sitting by
proclaiming William I. Emperor of Germeny.—
Should such a acheme be carried into effect, it wounld
be for the same Assembly to determine the relations
hetween the central Power and the dependent States ;
te limit the powor of the Princes reduced to the
condition of vassals : and, perhaps, to deliberate on
the restitotion, on the same condition, of the fallen
dynasties to their thrones. Steps are taken, in the
meanwhile, for the reconstruction of the Zoliversin,
now to be exteuded to all Germany, including even,
a8 members of the Northera CQonfederacy, the Han.
geatic cities, Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubsck, Should
the new arrangemeat, &g it appears probable, de-

priva those places of their privileges as free ports,

the commerce of - Eagland and the world would by
that measure be far more sariously affected than by
any real ipjury that the loss of indecpendence mey
inflict on land-locked Frankfort. ’

- The protesi of King George of Hanover hag been
transmitted to Count Bismark through the ordinary
postman. Its approval by the semi-official organs
of the Austrian Government has called forth a re-
monstrance from the Prussian Ambassador at Vieuna,
which was answered by the almost ladicrous
asgeveration that the Austrian papers were indepen-
dent, and that the Government kad no means of
influencing their attitude except by appealing ‘to the
courts. In Hanover jt is aeid that King George has
solicited the mediation of England to ingure the
recovery of his priv.ite property frem the conqueror.
Should any negotintions be opened upon the subject,
they will, it is easy 10 predicr, be abortive, unless the
King be prevailed upon to restore the public moneys,
taken with him in his flight, ’

The Kiog of Saxony has sent another emisgary to
Berlin, ond partially accepted the terms prescribed
by this Government., A favourable issue, however,
cannot ag yet be prophesied with any eertainty, Till
an agreement be effeoted, Saxony, as during the war,
is compelled to pay 10,000 thalers a day, besides
meintaicing the considerable force quartered upon

it.
RUSSIA.

Sr. PgeremsBore, Oct. 16,—Irschutin, who was
founé guilty of complicity in the attempt to assassi-
nate the Czar, aud who wag to have been exeeuted
this morning, was teprieved at the last moment by

the Emperor.
TURKEY.

Tse Revouurion v Orere.—Tince the conguest
of Crete by the Turks in 1669 there has been no real
amalzamation of the Turkish and Greek races, and
by degrees the latter has obtained the possession of
more than three-fourths of the landed property in
the island, and has jn every branch of industry and
culture completely cclipeed its conquerors. The
iattor, with their usual want of foremght, have con-
stroncted neither roands nor fortresses, which in this
narrow and moun‘aizous region would have given
them the command of the whole couatry ; insurrec-
tions hava consequently been very frequent, and in
som3 of the mountainous districts, especially that of
Sphakia, the Greeks live in & state of quasi-iade-
penderce with not a siogle Turk amongst them. Ia
the whole islang, which Lias a population of 250,000,
ths proportion of Greeks to Turks is about as four to
one. The numerous insurrections of the Cretans
have almost always been caused by their desire to
be anoexed to Greece, and the compirints, which
they invariably put forward on such occaeions, of
anequal taxation, abuses on the part of the authori-
ties, &c , are ususlly little more than protexts. The
Turks know very well that they only existin the
island on sufferance, aud they accordingly treat the
Christians there with far more consideration than in
otber parts of the Empire. As for the present in-
surrection, it differs but little from previous Cretan
tneurrections. There waa always as now a stroog
sympathy between the Greeks of Crete and those of
tbe Morea, to whom the Oretans rendered valuable
segistance in the war of independence: and the
deganerate Greeks of Roumelia have as little to do
with the present movement aa with all former nation.
alrisings. The Cretan insurrection i3 & perpetnaliy
recurring symptom of an obstinate disorder, which
cax ooly be cured by the union of Crete with the
Greek kingdom. It is not from the Greeks, there.
fore, that we need fear s re-opening of the Eastern
question. There i3 nevertheless very gerious daanger
of such an-event happening as & consequence of the
present outbresk, although the Cretans themselves
may have no such object in view. it ia certafn that
the extraordinary events which ocenrred in Censral
Eu ope last summer have produced an immerse ef.
[eet on she Slavonian populations of Turkey; the
feeling of nationality hus been stroogly stimuisted
by the defeat of Austria and the liberation of Venetia,
and there have been Italian and Huogarian revoiu.
tionary agencies at work in the country which have
skilfully prepared all the elements of an excensive
national movement. The success of the Cretsn
revolution would doubtless precipitate th2 outbreak
which seems to be inevitable, and which in any case
will; there is good reason to believe, occur next
spring. In this outbreak the semi.independent prin-
cipalities of Servis, Montenegro, and Roumania will
doubtless join, and there is every probability that it
will result in the disraption of the Turkish ompire.
That such ar event must happen sooner or later i
pretty generally edmitted ; ont then comes the ques-
tion, who i3 to govern the country in the place of
the Turka? Thia question has as yet received but
little serious consideraton, and yet it is one on whose
solution the most imporiant interests of Europe will
deperd, and which in a few months it will perbaps
become nacessary to decide —The Fertnighlly Re-
vicw,

THE HOLY PLACES OF IRELAND.
MONABTERBOIOE,

The ruice of Monasterboice stand about four miles
to the north of Drogheda, in the barony of Ferrard,
county of Louth. B8t, Bute, or Boetius, son of
Batonach, who died A. D. 521, was the founder, Of
this establishment, which was called ewphatically
‘ the Mooastery, ' frequent mention j§ made by the
Four Masters and other authorities, A long but still

the Gth to the 12th certury, has baen perserved ; and
amoungst the names mentioned occur several which
stand high in the ecclesiastical history of the country.
The aucient history of Monasterboice appears to have
paled about the middle of the i2¢h century, when the
Prince of Urieli founded, almostin ils immediate
neighbourhood, the great Cistercian house of
Mellifont.

The place, like Glendalough, Clonmsacnoige, Clonard
and other foundations of ante-Norman date in Ireland,
was celebrated for the number of its holy and
learned men, for it3schools. and for the flocka of
studenis whoreceived its hoapitality., Two churches,
a really splendid round tower, two very lofty and
beautifully sculptured crosses, the head of a third
and an extremely early inscribed monumental stons,
still remaio to indicate the antiquity and former
grandeur of St. Bute's monastery, The tower, which
measures 110 feet in height by 50 in circumfersnce, is
very remarkable on account of the sculpture of its
doorway, which, ags Dr. Petrle remarked, exhibits
the iden of the cross by & connection of the mould-
ings at the top and at each side. The larger of the
churches, which standa a Jittle to the south east of
the tower, is & plain cyclopean bLuilding, with a
square headed doorway, sow nearly coversd by the
soil, in the weat gable, There was anciently a chan-
cel connected with the nave by a semicircular arch.
In the latter feature, in the square western doorway,
jn the high pitoh of the geble, and in the rude cyelo-
pean magonry, we find characteristics of the oldest
atyle of Obristian architecture in Ireland. There
ean be little question that this is the original church
of St. Bute. The smaller remaining churnh wppesra
to have been erected, or, at least, remodelled, in the
carly part of the 12th century. The masonry is rude
enongh to be conaidered earlier, yot the windows in-
dicate that period.

But of all the remains of Monasterboice, the magni-
ficont crosses mre the most remarksble. Eunrope
possesees nothing of their class and age to be com-
pared with Irish crosses in artistic design and em-
bellishment, These stand amid a Bcene of ruin, de-
golation and neglect, as silent witnesses of a time
when Ireland possessed a school of art peculiar to the
genius of ber people, and which, after having beec
hidden for ages, i3 onoe more becoming recognized.
Trae it is that even in the darkest day of our potiti-
cal and ecolesiastical history there remains a fow
winds in which the idea of -past and present wrong

did notaltogether predominate to the exclusiou of an

very imperfect list of its abbots and professors, from-

honourable pride in the -achievemests of our gqy
artista.’ ' But the subject was not generally under
steod, else surely we would not hJave to deplore the
loss of many inestimable relics of the past, of ‘Whi'clf
we can now only say they existed, ard must from ty
tradivions preserved of them, bave been exquiai(ele
beautiful, }_Iegiect. in thess matters, or 1'gnotm:¢:ey
may be congidered almost as dangerons to our early
monuments even a8 bigotry itself, 7

Of the three croeses at Monesterboice, by fa:
most beautiful,  though not the largest, fortuns
bears the subjoined inscription in the irish langy
and chacacter : —

' A PRAYER POR MUIREDACH, BY WHOM WAS MADR Fag
CROSS. !

the
tely
age

There were two abhots of Monasterboice of 4y,
name of Muiredach, one of whom died A.D, 844 thc;
other in A D. 923 or 924, Dr. Peturie has Sﬁggéaxed
a variety of reasons for assigning this cross to.the
latter. who was & very zemstkeble man. His gegyy
ia thus entered in the annals of Ulster :

“A.D. 923 or 924 Muiredach, sonof Domhpg)
taniat abbot of Armagh, and chief steward cf the
southern Hy Niall, and auccessor of Buiti, the gqp of
Bronach, head of the council of all the men of Bregia
laity and clergy, departed this life on the ffth gay
of the calends of December’ : v

This truly nationel monument meesures 20 feet in
height, Itis of the usual pattern, tha nhead formig
a-circle, bepond which the top and sides slightly pro-
ject. The verious sides are richly pacelled sng ep.
riched with aculptured of the human figure, animalg
and scroll work. The crucifizion within the cirele
on the weat side is represented in the manper usual
with early Isish artists. The Saviour's armsa exiend
at right apgies from the body, which is Dertially
ciothed. The legs are not crossed. On either sigp
is a soldier; that on the right presenting the sponge;
thet on the left piercing the Lord’s body with a gpear'
There are supporting acgels at the head of the chief
figure. At the feet of Christ, above and on ejther
side aro bosses in alto relievo conmected 1oge:ber
with beautiful patierns - of scroll work. Ths threp
compariments of the shaft below the cirele on the
west side contain each three humen figures, A gim;.
lar pacel, also occupied by three figures, ocenrs
above the circle. There can be but little douby hat
all these eculptures illustrale some passege in 1te
kiatory of Monasterboice. The lower panel Tepres
sents en ecclesiastic attacked by armed warriors, one
on eitherside. The left arm of the assailed person
has been seized and foreibly beat in an upward dj.
rection by the goldier, who,with his left hand appears
about to plunge a shott, broad bladed, heary hilted
swoid into the body of the prisoner. The figure to
the right, armed with a weapon similiar in character
but of greater lepgth seems merching to attack the
church men, who appears to make no resigtance,
though holding a staff in bis right hand. -

The ceniral figure is ghorn on the upper lip and
chia, clothed in a iong mantle which is fastened over
the breast by an Irish brooch. The warriors sre attired
ia close fitting couts and rather fullslashed locking
breeches, extending only haif way down the thigh,
On the breust of one is & brooeh of the Dacish iype,
some specimens of Which mey be seen in the Royal
Irish Academy collection, The hair of both thege
figures is long, and each wears a moustache of
considerable size, but no beard, All the figures in
thege compartments are bareheaded. There 15 every
likelibood that this curicus piece of structure, which
is as good as late Roman work, represents the
martyrdom of some Irish ecelesiastic of raek by
Danish soldiers, Tle next compartment coniamns
three figures dressed in long habits; each Lolcing a
book. That in the centre, whose right arm is raised
as giving a blessing, wears neither beard ner
moustache, whilst his compncions hkave most
formidable mousteches. Inthe compartment imme-
diately beneath the circle, o central shorn figure is re-
ceiving frum a moustached figure on the right a ataff,
and from another similar figure on the left a book.
Tke Sprit of God, in theform ofa bird, scems ¢o
hover over the hesd of this figure. The uppermost
compartment of this face of the oross reprrsentz a
figure with raised arms, evidently thanksgiving, and
supported by twe angels,

Commencing with the compartmont immediately
below the c'rele, may we not read ths stcry thus?—
A saint upon whom the Spirit of God has descended
presents the central fignre—which, it will be cbserve
ed, i3 the same in all the compartments—with a copy
of the Holy Werd. The figure on the right hunds him
asteff ; he is commissioned to go forth and preach
the Word of God. In the compartment next be.
neath we find him on his mission witk two disciples.
In the lowest panel, his death by the kands of Scan-
dinavisn rovers ia illustrated, and in tke upper part
of the cross he ie entering the abode of the blessed,
conducted by two avngels. The right arm ot the
cross represents a number of figares piaying musical
instruments. There are some other subjects, the
meaning of which i8 very obscure ; but asthey are
unimportant we need not detnin our readers to specus
late upon their character.

On the east side of the ghaft there are compart-
ments containing sculptures suggested by Seriptare
history. The lowest pane! contalns Adam and Eve
with a tres, round tbe stem of which the sorpent is
coiled, standing between them. Here, slgo, may be
geen (ain slaying Abei. Another subject is the
adoration of the Wise Men, a ‘star being represented
above the head of the infant, Itis difficoli to read
the gtories indicated by several of the panels on this
gide of the crors. There are figures of kilted warr:ora
armed with swords, targets, and otber wespons,
amongst whiok tke axe and sling may be recognized.
These are intensely intoresting as illustrating the
dress and warlike sprointments of the Scots of the
beginnieg of the 10ih century. Many of our readers
are probably not aware that we ero the Scoti, and
that Ireland sent over to Alba and Osledonia, bs
corquerors aud colonials, the people who gave its
name to rederu Beotland. It might notbe qnite
safe 1o anncunce these faots, in certain quarters, but
they are neverthe'es, bistorically true,

Within tte circle on the esst side is the Last Judg-
ment, Christ holding the crosasnd sceptre, has
ranged npon His right hand troops of the biessed
who are singing and playing upon musical instra-
ments, amongst which the old Irieh harp is conspi-
cuous. On the left hand side of Christ are the fallen
who sre being Lurried away by devils, one of which
is armad with & #rident, In n compariment imme-
diately below the Saviour is 8t, Michael weighing a
soul in a huge pair of scales, while the devil is
crouched bzncath endeavouring to turn the beam in
hig favour! Our description of this reslly wonder-
tul relic of nearly a thousand years ago will give but
a faint idea of the original, Photography alone
ceuld do so.

The great crosa is covered with ornaments as rich-
ly designed and of the same general character as
those on the monument just noticed. It stands ap-
wards of twenty three feet in height, and 18 composed
of white silecious sandstone. Amongst the subject
of ita sculpture- are the doldiers guarding Christ's
gepulchre, Daniel and the lions, caariote and horses,
and of course, the crucifizion. It ia scarcely neces-
sary to go into further detail, for no words of ours
couid give more than a ganeral idea of the wonder-
ful beauty of thig cross, The description of that of
Muiredach will illustrate the character of both.

¢ A PRAYBR FOR RUARDAN.'

Nothing is known of this name in connection with
she early history of the plage, it was probably that of
an ecclesiastic.

Of the third cross, only the head and base remain.
The former, on one side, displays the crucifixion, a8
usual, with the spearman, spongs, &c. In the cen-
tre of the cirele, upon the other side, is a beautifally
designed bose. A magrnificent ash tree of great age
used to add considerably to the picturesque appeat-
ance of the ruing, but it fell during & great storm
some few years ago, and *he venerable walls, tower




