" fere with his notfons of 'justice. Do not.

- but she bears it good-humoredly and takes

[

", it is hard, Ursula {”. Bat I wop

o

* ing, and he told me with great

.. Dlreotly_I henrd hig ¢ Well, little woman,

-brother and I bad no word of disagreement.”

_ Since then he has been in one of his taciturn,

.come right some day.

. breaking down and. might make
"myself : 8o I spoke of Eria, and
- I had written to -Joe Munggiss withopt sud:

. Tt was soon'after;
- home..:. : '
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UNCLE MAX.

CHAPTER fXXX VL —Continued. . —
' He tumed away .at once, ‘when he-say 1
‘noticed him, and ‘I'left the room a_tiqmgkly
as 1 conld, for I felt’ the'tears;risinf:to'my
‘eyés, I bad tojsit ‘down, a moment-id the
porch tfo" recov "‘i%gse}f_‘.‘;;, That/look; o sad
and yearning, had quite,upsct me, 1f “had
not known befou.,%paet allzdenbt, : § _Mr,
Hamilton loved méy™L muss have 'K \15
then. T

Y
Weo met more frequently after this;.

Coombe was dangeronely ill, and Mr, Hamil-|

ton saw her two or three times o day. And,
of course, I was often there when ha came.
He dropped his sternness of manner after a
time, bat he was never osherwise than grave
with me, .. The_long,. unrestrained talke, the
friendly loo\i@,’.’tﬁe'ﬁgen intarest shown in my
daily purauit,? werei now things.of the past.
A few professiona) jnquiries, directions about
the treatmient, now and then a'brief order to
me, too:peremptory to be a.compliment, not:
to overtire myself, or to go home to rest,—
this %a3 oll our intercoarse. And yef, in
gpite of ‘his guarded looks and words, I was
often trizmphant, eyan bappy: - S
Ouatwardly, and ‘to all appearsnce, I waa
left alone, but I koew that it was fur other-
wise in reality. I waa most strictly watched.

Nothing escaped hie scrutiny.. At the Brat{

sign of fatigue he was ready to take my place,
or find help for me. Mrs, Saunders, the
mistress of the Man and Plough, told me
more than once that the doctor had been moat
articular in telling her to look alter me,
or was this all. ..

Once or twice, when I bad been singing in
the summer twilight, I had risen suddenly to
lower a blind or admit Tinker, and had seen
a tall, dark figore moving away behind the
laorel bashes, and knew that it was Mr
Hamilton returning from some late visit and
lingering in the dusky road to liaten to me,

After I had discovered this for the third
time, I began to think he came on purpore
to hear mg, My heart beat happily at the
thought, In spite of his displeasure with
me, he could not keep away from the cottage.

After this I sang every evening regularly
for an hour, and always in the gloaming : it
became my one plensure, for I knew I was
singing to him. Now and th.n I was re-
warded by a sight of . his shadow. More
than once I saw him clearly in the moonlight,
When [ closed my piato, I used to whisper
¢ Good-night, Giles,” und go to bed almost
happy. It was a little hard to meet him the
next morning in Janet’s room and answer his
dry matter-of-fact questions. Sometimes I
had to turn away to hide a emile,

¢ Gladye's first vieit was very dirappoint-
ing. But everything was disappointing in
those days. She had her oli harassed look,
and seemed worried end migeratle, and for
once 1 had no hesart to cleer her, only I held
her close, very close, feeling that she was
dearer to me than ever.

She looked in my face rather inquiringly
as she disengaged hersclf, and then smiled
faintiy.

“I could not come before, Ursula; and
yon have never Leen to see me,” a little re-
proachfully, ‘‘though I looked for you every
afternoon, I have no Lady Betty, you know,
and thiogs bave been worse than ever, 1
cannot think what has come to Ettn, Sheis
always spiteful and sneering when Giles is
not by, And as for Giles, I do not know
what is the matter with him.”

¢ How do you mean?’ I faltered, bunting
in my work-basket for some silk that was
lying close to my hand.

*“That ia more than I can say,” she re-
turned, pointedly, *‘Have you and Giles
had a quarrel, Ursula ? I thought thateven-
ing that you were the best of friends, and
that—" DBuat here she hesitated, and her
lovely eyes seemed to ask for my confidence ;
but I could not speak even to Gladys of sach
things, so I only answered, in a business-like
tons,-—

It is true that your brother does not
seem as friendly with me just now: but Ido
not know how I have offecnded him, He has
rather a peculiar temper, a8 you have often
told me: most likely 1 have gone against
some of his prejudices.” I felt I was an-
swering Gladys in rather a reokless fashion,
but I could not bear even the tonch of her
sympathy on such a wonnd., She looked
much distressed at my reply.

“Qh, no, you never offend Giles. He
thinks far too much of you. to let any differ-
ence of opinion come hetween you, I see you
do not wish me to ask you, Ursula; but 1
must say one thing. If you want Giles to
tell you why he is burt or distant with you,—
why his manner is different, I mean,—ask
him pleainly what Etta bas been saying to
him abont you.”

I felt myself turaing rather pale. *f Are
you sure that Miss Darrell has been talking
about me, Gladys ?” .

I bhave not heard her do so,” was the
somewhat disappointing reply, for I had
lnged then that she had heard something.
“Bat I was quite az sure of the fact as
thongh my ears convicted her. I have only:
circnmstantial evidence again to offer you,
bat to my mind it is conclusive, . You parted
friends that evening with Gilea. Correot me
if I am wrong.,” |

“Qh, no; you are quite right,

Your

¢“No; he left the house radiant. When
he returned, which wsa not for an hour,—for
he and Etta were out all that time in the
garden, and they sent Liady Batty in to finish
her pa: kig,—he was looking worried and
miserable, and shut himself up in his study.

unsociable moods : nothing pleases him, He
takes no notice of us, Even Etta is scolded,

her revenge on me afterwards,
atate of things, Ursula !”

‘ Very,” I returned, sighing. for I thought
this piece of evidence conolusive enough,

“ Now you will be good,” she went on, in
a coaxing voice, '“and you will ask Giles,
like a reagonable woman, what Ktta has been
saying to him?” - o

““Indeed, I ehall do no such thing,” I an-
swered. And my ochesk began to flush, ¢ If
your brother is ungenerous enough to con-
.demn me unheard, I shall certainly not inter-

A pleasant

trouble yourselt about it, Gladys, ‘It will,
And indeed -it-'does,
not matter so much to me, except it'keéph aa.
"pi’:‘t'" . ‘ ; ) _".-” ,;),“.. e
ow, why, when I spoke g0 haughtily and
disagreeably, and. told. this -litt?é;ﬁb?',did
Gladys suddenly take me in her,arme and,
kies me most orrawfolI¥ 41id tenderly 9 ;.
“One atter another 1" she:sighed. ¢ Ob,.

3 fd;not let her:
telk any more about it, for.].waa afraid'T was"
o o gooseof’
old"hb * tha¥

)]

ess, and soon . turned her thoughta, jnty’

another channel, »* - .o o
. CHAPTER' XXXVIL;* wras) b v

1 OLAIM THAT PROMISE, ,DRSUDAN| |
thia that Unole Max'énme:
A IR ) S YRRCE VET o) i 1:
fiori:
gleo that 'ﬁfgy‘
-telling: them
an- hour 'after.

a5

T ek M Tdo i thosilgitodh
had just: recelved a tolegram
that he was.on his way,..and .

| little fib without effort;:

e

Jetioneds? iy

T A : A . be
how 'has;'the world treated..you in my &0~
sence?? I felt quite’ cheered, and.told ™y

; Max.?

Apioesd doxvi: . 4
##1%¢ Very:well-indeed; thank you
why women who are otherwise stristly true
and-honorable-in their. dealings and bhir the
very.name of. ijglsdhqu“areiqq_,gnnoh‘ ddioted
to'thia sort of {fibbiag nndex:;{gerb?i% ?i::g:xt:e
wtances; forinstaiod, the q;%:; -tﬁfi f Jphite

lies that I ‘mptuallyifold. s
io_meth?ng fabulout,'yét the’in of hypocrisy

did #bt lie very heavily gnsoy-soml/™ =

When J.aesured”Uncle M ',_“zltb.wlhns-
"'{?o;’-,tli/'ag-th_ingq,"qere well.} i\ﬁ , AW only
aﬁ%wé;;wuf.tq’tske my'ghxl?‘ n/jisband and
Nitn iy /q’uietly to the 1 gty .

s Are g‘gﬁ qu‘ito.sure ybu are speaking the,
truth? You look rather thin; nnd"why BER,
your eyes so serious, little she-bear?
eIt is. such. hot -weather,” I returned,
wincing- under thia kindly sorutiny. $ And
we—that is, 1 have had anxious work latley.
I wrote to you.about poon.JAﬂQLQﬁlg.ﬂ‘?G;. It
is a miracle that she has pulled through thia

illnese,” Y R

¢ Yes, indeed : I met-Hamilton just now
on his -way to her, and-he declared her re-
covery, was owing to’ your, nuraing ; but we
will take that with a grain of ealy, Ursula:
we both know how devoted Hamilton is to
his patiente.” v -

«“He has taved her, life,” was my reply,
and for a moment my eyes grew dim at the
remembrance of -the untiring-patience with
which he bad watched beside the poor girl,
It was in the sick-room that I firet.learned
to know him,—when metaphorically 1'sat at
his feet, and he taught me lessons of patience
and tenderness that I should never forget
uuntil my life s end.

When we had talked about this a little
while, Max asked me rather abruptly when
Captain Hamilton was expected. The ques-
tion startled me, for I had almost forgotten
his existence. . .

T do not know,” I returned, uneatily, for
I was afraid Max would think I had been re-
miss, *Lady Bstty is away, and I have
only seen Gladys twice since my return, and
sach time I forgot to ask her.” :

# Only twice, and you bave been at home
more than three weeks,” observed Max, ina
diseatisfied voice. , ]

“]1 have been so engaged,” I replied,
quickly, *fand you know how seldom Gladys
comes to the cottage. Max, do you know
you bave been here a quarter of an hour, and
I have never congratulated you on your good
fortune! 1 was 50 glad to hear Mrs, Trevor
left you that money,”

T did not need it,” he returned, rather
gléomily, i had quite sufficient for my
own wants, I do not think that I am parti-
cularly mercenary, Ursula: the books and
antiquities were more to my taste.”

Max was certainly rot in the best of spirits,
but I did all I could tocheer him. I told
bim of Gladys’s improved looks, and how
much her vhange had benafited her, but he
listened rather silently. I saw he was bent
on learning Captain Hamilton's movements,
and reproiched myself that I had not ques-
tioned Gladys. I was determined that I
would speals to her about her ccusin the next
time we met,

Mex went away soon after this; he was
rather tired with his journey, he said ; but
the next morning I received a note from him
asking me to dine with him the following
evening, aa he hail eeen go little ot me lately,
and he wanted to hear all abont the wedding,

Of course I was too glad to accept this in-
vitation,—I always liked to go to the vicar-
age,—and this evening proved especially
pleasant.

Max roused himself for my benefit, and
Mr, Tudor seemed in excellent spirits, and
we joked Uncle Max a great deal abont his
fortune, and after dinner we made a pilgrim-
age through the houte, to see what new fur-
niture was needed.

Max accompanied us, looking very bored,
and entered a mild protest to most of our re-
marks, He certainly agreed to a new carpet
for the study and a more comfortable chair,
but he turned a perfectly deaf ear when Mr,
Tudor proposed that the drawing-room should
be refurnished.

“It is such a pretty room, Mr, Cunliffe,”
he remonstrated ; *‘and it will be ready by
the time you want to get married. Mother
Drabble’s arrangement of chairs and tables ia
simply hideous, I was quite ashamed when
Mrs, Maberley and her daughter called the
other day.” ‘

** Nonsenwe, Lawrence |’ returned Max,
rather sharply, *“"What do two bachelors
wont with a drawing-room at all? * You and
Ursula may talk as much as you like, but.I
do not mean to throw away good money on
such nongenze. We will ‘have a new book-
oase and writing-table, and fit up the little
gray room ae your study—and, well, perhaps
I may buy a new oarpet, but nothing more,”
And we were obliged to be content with this,

Max brought ont & couple of wicker chairs
on the terrace presently, and proposed that’
we should hiave our coffee out of doors. Mr,.
Tudor grumbled a-little, because he had a’
lotter to write; but I was not sorry when he
left me alone with Max, 1 really liked Mr,
Tudor, but we were neither of us in the inood:
for bis good-natured chatter, . -

¢“I think old:Lawrence is very much im-
proved,” observed Max, as we watched his
retreating figure. ‘‘His sermons have more
ballast, and he is altogether grown, - 1 begin
to bave hopes of him now,” o

4*He is older, of course,” I remsarked,
oracnlarly, wondering what Max would say
if he knew the truth, ¢ Well, Max, did you
go up to Gladwyn last night '

“Yes,” he returned, with a quick sigh,
‘‘and Hamilton made.me stay to dinner. I
have tound out about Captain Hamilton,
He cannot pet leave just yet, and they do
not expecs him until the end of November,”
. “I am 8o sorry to hear that, Do you not
wish thuet you had taken my advice now, and
gone down to Bournemouth?” Buta most
empbatic *“No” on Max's part was my an-
swer to this, s R .

¢ I am very thankful I did -nothing of the
kind,” hs returned, o little irritably, . You
meant well, Ursula, but it would have been a
:mistake.”. . : cr

i *‘ Hamilton told’ me-about his consin,” he
wen§ op: , ‘ but his-sister was in'the room.
‘She colored very much, and, looked embar-
iraseed ' directly Clande's name 'was: men-

o e S (o ’."” ; o
“I'hat was becausei Miss .Darrdll! was'
there:* » ButinI shon]d, haye, been wisér and’
‘beld my topgUC.., \ir* yrgbiii i gl
i 14 Yow are. wWrong, again,” 'Be’ rétdme’d;’j
’cslmlg.v ni*Miss. Darxell, was) dining ’.'%‘,ﬁ‘zhg
Mabierloys’y atnd inever soameyin, ynkil I was
;g?i g, m"’:_l”’bn-; ‘ll‘Ha_-." QLiy L agly N J i
- ‘%bﬁ’_ﬁérg“‘f?"ﬁe‘ Pliwas my comment ‘to
;.?k.iﬁ'.':‘“-’ J I:VJ.U’P: ».|i. 3 m' f[x -‘“'}-j’}i(“; cild wow
3 Roiatraph el U By Hamiitor's man-
=°°Rli1’!)°-u‘.;"h°1°,'ﬁ§?,“‘ﬂ i L dever felt more

n I, oamé’ ih

aro 7
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“ne

aDll_ulﬂd-‘iaz‘g-hS .1 came’;in she wha alone,
Hamiltoni ‘did nt follow, pie; for five' midntes,
She came across the room to meet me; with
oile'of her old smiles, and. 1 thoy, ki{ she.really’
"#deined- glad: to -aee: me ; . but afterwards she
"Why "guite” differexit, ' Her 'manner; chayged
and grewlistless:! She'did not try to enter;.
tain me ; she left me to talk to her brother,
I'don’t think she looks well, Uranla. Hamil-

his arrival he ocame down to the cottage. - :-

B .

v o '

ton anked her once if her -head ached, and if

'

-Jt*§a" really a physiologioal puzzle“to me |

bhor the |:Jleve'the chadge has

] Jucky girl to, Have J

ond .was_rather bad.
‘extremaly delicate.” -

~+-60h, Gladys'is never
é.is almost alwayapale.’ 5. . oo
1t -is not; that,” he:ireturned, decidedly.
1 considex ‘she looked*very.ill. I don’t be-
' ’ done her. the least go3d,
{Thereis "ibmethiln:_g oo’ her mind : no doubt
‘she in‘longing for' her consin.”

234 thbﬁgglli‘tqff; well tofemain silent, thoogh
Max's:account .made me anxions. 1f only I:
oonld -bave ipoken to him about'Erio! Most
TikelyGladys-wag fretting because there was

PR - 5)
10 ‘08

{

s .robust woman,
) o

s from :Joe: Muggins, She was ger-
‘tainlyjinot, ft for any fresh apxiety, Ifelt
my biglshment from’ Gladwyn acutely. .If
‘Gla2ys were ill’or dispirited; she would need
me more thait4lny one, -~ : S
-~ I shink- both, Max and I were sorry when
{Mr. Todpr came bagk™aad interrnpted our
lsonversation.” He ca¥ried me off presently.to

garden ; but Max~was toolazy to join us;and-
we had qiite a confidential talk, walking-ap
snd down between the Apple-trded.> Mr.
Tuador told me that; tfterslir~he- was-beoom-
ing.fond of his profession, and that the old
women did not, bore him 'quite so much,
When we returned, Max waa Do} on the
lawn, but a'few minutes afterwards he ap-
peared at the study window, e
- %] was just speaking to Hsmilton,” he
said.
kitchen-garden, ' but he was in a burry and
could not wait.” By the bye, he told me that
I was not to let you sit out there any longer,
a8 tha dews are so heavy. So come in, my
dear.” . . . - ]
I obeyed Max without a word, He had
been here, and I had missed him! : Every-
thing was flat after that.

‘I took my leave, feeling as thoogh all my
merriment had suddenly dried up. How
would he have met me? I wondered, Wonld
Max have noticed anything different?  How
Jong will this atate of things go on?’ I
thought, a3 I bade Max good-by in the
roh, . . T,

I waited for zome days for Gladys to come,
and then I wrote to her just a few lines, beg
ging her to -have tea with me the following
afternoon; but two or three hours afterwards
Chatty brought me a note.

“Do not -think me unkind, Uraula,” she
wrote, “if I say that it is better tor us not to
meet just now. I have twice been on my way
to you, and Etta has prevented my coming
each time. My life just now is unendurable.
Giles notices nothing. I eometimes think
Etts must be possessed, to treat me as she
does: 1 can see no resson forit. I hopel
am pot getting ill, but I do not seem as
thongh I could rouse myeelf to contend with
her. 1 do not sleep well, and my hend pains
me. If I get worse, I must apeak to Giles:
1 cannot be ill in this place.” .

Gladys's letter made me very anXious.
Thers was a tone about it that seemed as
though her nerves were giving way. The
heat was intense, and moat likely anxiety
about Eric was disturbing her night’s rest.
Want of sleep would be seriona to Gladys's
highly-strung organization, I was deter-
mined to epeak to Mr, Hamilton, or go my-
gelf to Gladwyn,

My fears were still further aroused when
Sunday came and Gladya was not in her
usual place. After service, Miss Darrell wus
speaking to some friende in the porch, Asl
passed Mr, Hamilton I paused for a moment
to question him: *Why was Gladys not at
church ? Why did she never come to see me
now 2" ‘

" We might ask you that same question, I
think,” he returmed, rather pointedly.
¢'Gladys is not well: she spoke to me yester-
day abont herself, and ‘I was obliged to give
her a sleeping-draught. She was not awake
when we left the house,” -

‘6T will come and see her,” I replied,
quickly, for Miss Darrell was bearing down
upon ys, and I am sure she heard my last
words; and as I walked home I determined
to go up to Gladwyn that very evening while
the family were at ohurch.

I thought I had timed my vieit well, and
was much exasperated when Miss Darrell
opened the door to me, .

“] saw you coming,” she said, in her
smooth volce, “and g0 I thought I would
save Leah the trouble, She ia the only ser-
vant at home, aund I sent her up-stairs to see
if Gladys wanted anything. 1 hope you do
not expeot to see Gladya to-night, Miss
Garston ¥ - ,

T most certainly expect it,” waimy re-
ply. ‘I bave given up the evening service,
hearing that she was ill.” :

%It fa taoo kind of you; but I am rorry
that I could not allow it for a moment.
Gilea was telling me an hour ago that he
could not think what ailed Gladys: he was
afraid of -some nervous illness for her unless
she’ were kept quiet. I counld not take the
responhibility of disobeying Giles,” '

s Y will take the responsibility on myself,”
1 returned, coolly. ¢ You forget that I am a
nurse, Misa Darrell, I shall do Gladys no,
harm.” ;

‘Excuse me if I must be the judge of
that,” she retarned, and hec thin lips closed:
in au iInflexible curve: ‘‘in my cousin’s
absence I could not allow any one to go near
Gladys.. Leah is with her now tryiny to in-
duce her'to take her slésping-draught,” "

I looked at Miss Darrell, and wondered if I
could defy her. to her face, or whether I had
better wait until I could speak to Mr. Hamil-
ton,, If.Gladys were really taking her sleep-
-ing draught, my presence in her room might
excite her. If I could only know if she were
telling me the truth ! L

My doubts were answered by Leah’s en-
trance, Miss Darrell addressed her eagerly :

‘‘ Have you given Miss Gladys the draught,
‘Leah ?" o ‘

¢ Yes, ma'am, and she seems nicely inclined
to sleep. She heard Miss (Garatons voice,
and ‘sent me down with her love, and she'is
sorry not t6 be able to see her to-night.”

I thought it better to take my leave after
‘this, hoping for better succees next time, I
watched anxiously for Mr, Hamilton the next
day, but unfortunately I missed him, When
I arrived at Janet’s he had juet left the house, .
and I did not meet him in the village. I was
growing desperate at hearing. no news- of
Gladys, and had determined to go up boldly’
to Gladwyn that very evening, when I saw
.Chatty coming in the direction of the-cottage,
‘She looked very nicely dressed, and her round
face .broke into dimpled as she told me that
‘Misa Darrell . had sent her to the atation, and
that she meant. to call in and have s chat
- with . Mrs, Hathaway on her way, as she need

not:hurry back, o
- Jam Hathaway was prétty Chatty’s sweet-.
hoart. :I-knew him well. Heg was a'black:
“smith;’and lived with his mqther in the little
,pt’o‘ﬂ_é'-eol_b;egl cottage: that faced the green,
"._E[g,ﬂ?a“ ax horféat, steady young fellow, a’
\great. rien!a' of Nathauidl,and: -Mra. :Barton'
roften ‘told | shd’considered Chatty a
m'for'd aweethéart, *
“#And if you please, ma'sm,” wénb on’
Chatty, . looking. round-eyed . and 'serious,'
+$'my mistress- said that I:was to“giveyou
this”  And/ she ‘produced "a.slip’ of paper’
-with -a"pencilled message, I Lnew’ Chatty,
‘alwayk, oalled Gladys: 'her miatrees: g0 I
opened ‘thie paper edgorly.si oy Ty, i
. % Wiy did'you go away 'on':Subdayevening:

: HIRE N e R v y’. v
\wikhontdeeltig me?”/“I :implored Léah ; o:

"bring yout up when I' héard-yourvoico talking:
to. Etta, and when the door cloged I turned
guite sick with disappointment,” Uraula, I

me' thaz

v
1

) I-thonglht she lookeq'

show me_some"improvemonts in the kitchen- | ™

-

“*He came while you were in the}

| a9 fow. words . d}

N Ot I BEPS R
me, Come up thiseveningat . ,
while they are at dinmer. . Cbatty® will let
on in.” PR R
~. 4 Very well: tell-your. mistress I .will
come,” I observed ; ..and Chatty dropped a
rustic. courtesy, .and :said, - **Thank ‘you,
ma'am; that will do my mistreis good,” and-
"ifped on'ber way, - v

-] went back i

back-into my parlor, féeling wor_ri"e'&;
and exoited. "Gladys: had.sent for me, and L
mus$ go; -but the idea-of slipping into th‘o,J

‘Yepugnant to me. I would rather.have chogen
a time when I knew Mr. Himilton would b
abjent;- but in that.case 1 might i jms:
possible .£o. obtain ‘admittsnce .toGfladyn's
room, *. No, I must putmy.own feeling qasido,

thik resolve,.I found-it impossible t5"sestle. 1t
anything until the time.came.for keeping.wy.
,fapfoinﬁnent. L Fe b gy
“ Farrived at Gladwyn~jdst.as tha.hnrf-lionq
~wan -chiming : from_the ~church clo:k.._As 1.
wallged, quiokly through the shrubbery T
glanBad nervousiy ap at the windows.  (Hapg:

i dining:xqom was_at the back of the
house, but Leah might be sewing 10 Ber e
tresls room and.see me:; As. this a'arming
thought ooourred to my mind, I walked still
more rapidly, 'but before- I could raise my
hand to ‘the bell the door opened noisclessly,
and Chatty’s similing tace welcomed me, .

‘I was watching for yod,” she whispered,
“Leah is in the housekeeper’s room, and
master and Miss Darrell are at dinner. Yon
can go up to my mistress at once.” )

I needed. no further invitation, As I
pasted the dining-room door I could hear
Mies Darrell’s littie tinkliog laugh and Mr,
Hamilton’s deep voice answering her. The
next moment Thornton came outof the room,
and:I had only time to whisk round the cor-
ner. I confess this narrow escape very much
alarmed me, and my heart beat a .little
quickly as I tapped at G'adys’s door ; then,
as I heard her weak * Come io,” I entered,

The room was full of some pungen: scent,
hot,and anrefreshing. Some one had moved
the dreseing-table, and Gladys lay on a couch
in the circular window, within the curtained
enclosure, ' I alwaya thought it the prettiess
window in the honse. It looked full on the
oak avenue, and on the elms, where the rooks
had built their nests, There was a glimpse
of the white road, too, and the blue smoke
from the chimneya of Maplehuret was plainly
visible, '

The evening sunshine was streaming full on
Gladys's pale face, and my first action after
kisssing her was to lower the blind., I was
glal of the excuse for turning away a mo-
ment, for her appearance gave me quite a
shook,

She lonked as though she had been ill for
weeks, Her facoe looked dark and eunken,
and tho blue lines were painfully visible round
her templee, Her forehénd was contracted,
ag though with severe pain, and her eyes
were hoavy and feverish. When sha raised
her languid eyelids and locked a% me, a sud-
den fear contracted my heart,

*Ursula, thank God you bave come !”

“YWe must always thank him, dearest,
whatever happens,” I returned, as I knelt
down by her and took her burning hand in
mige, ** And now you must tell me what is
wk')ron,g with you, and why 1 find you like
this,”

“I do not know,” she whispered, slmost
clinging to me. And it struck me then that
she was frightened about herself. “*An I
told Giles, I feel very ill. The heat tries me,
and my head always aches,—such a dull,
miterable pain; and, most of all, I cannot
sleep, and all sorts of horrid thoughte come
to me, Sometimes in the night, when I am
quite alone, I feel as though I were light-
headed and ahould lose my senses. Oh,
Ursula, if this goes on, what will become of
me?”

“ We will talk about that presently. Tell
me, have you ever bein ill in this way be-
fore ¥’

 Yes, last summoer, only not eo bad. But
I had the pain and the slesplessness th-n,
Giles was so good to me, He said I wanted
change, and he took a little cottage at
Westgate-on-Sea and gent me down with
Lady Betty and Chatty, and I scon got all
right,” .
"7 4S0] thought, And now——"

¢ 0Oh, it is different thia time,” she replied,
nervonsly. “I did not have dreadiful
thoughts then, or feel frigl.tened, as L do
now, Ursnla, I know Iam veryill. 1lf you
leave me to Etta and Leah, I shall get worse
1 have gent for you to-night to remind you of
your promise,” .

‘“What promite?" I faltered. But of
oourse I knew what she meant, A sense of
wrelchedness had been alowly growing on me
ag ghe talked. 1f it ahould come to that,—
that I must remain under his rcof! I felta
tingling scnse of shame and humiliation at
the bare idea. =

s Of your solemn promise, moat solemrly
uttered,” she repeated, *‘that if I wereill
you would come and nurgé me. I claim that

i

1 promise, Ursula.’

‘“1s it absolutely necessary that I should
¢ome 1"’ I asked, in a distressvd voice, for all
at once life seemed too difficult to me, How

/] had'I deserved this fresh pain !

In a moment her manner grew more ex-
cited, - : -

“Necessary | If you leave me to Etta's
tender meroies I ahall die, But no—no! yow
eould not be so cruel. They are making me
take those horrid draughte now, and I know
she gives me too muoh, I get so confused,
but it is not sleep, -My. one terror is that I
shall say thinga I, do not mean, about—well;
never mind that, And then ske will'say that
my brain is queer., She has hinted'italready,
when I was excited at -your going away,
There is' nothing too cruel for her to say to
me, She hates me, and I do not know why.”

*“Hush | T cannuthave you talk so much,”
for her excitemeént slarmed me. -¢* Remem-
ber, I am your nurse now,-—a very atrict one,
too, n8 you will find, Yes, I will kesp my
promise, I will not leave you, darling.”
~ “You promise.that? "You will not go
away to-night 2" ‘ T

I sball not leave you until yon are well
again,” I returned, with forced cheerfuluess,
But'if she knew how keenly I felt my cruel
porition, how sick and trembling:I was at
heart! What wonld he think of me? No, I
must not go into that, "Gladys had asked
this saorifice of me, She had thrown herselt
op my compassien,. I would not forsake her,
¢God knows my integrity and innocence of
intention. - I .will not be afrald to’ do my
dutyto this suffering human creature,” I sald’
to'myself. And with thismy. courage re.’
vived, and I'felt that atrength would be given
me for all that Thad to'do,” .21 . nl
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- My promise to, stay' with: G!}a'd d-sdothed
‘her ot once, -and_ she lay back 'on Her pillows
and closed her aching eyes contentedly, whil
1. sat.down-and wrote, s basty;note to;Mrs,
‘Barton, ) R
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Wepen,

I was- going 'down:stalrsvin; wekroh .of her
"brother 5 and whn (ahe -looked - & little
[Irightened at this, I imade’her ahyderstind, in

‘ {;an sible; that it was néces:
‘saxy:ifor; me ‘to”0 tnf !, his sanotion, ‘both' ad
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and; follow- her directions. “But;.ia spite‘ L[l
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._-When I had finished it, I said qnietly,‘ihnt.
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felt vefy;‘.’iorry for myself as Ia!gglké’d lo
‘down-stairs hoping that :I ‘shonld find Mr.
Hamilton ‘alone-in his study ; thut they must
‘have lingered longer than ueual.over dessert,.
for ‘béfore I reached the hall the dining-réom’

door opened, snd they came out together::|.k

under’

and -Miss Darrell paused for & moment,
the hall lamps " 5%, . ~

| 3i8he was,very, much ‘overdsessed; as usnal,’
‘inan eaulds Nilslgown, trimmed with costly
lace \her/gold bangles jangled asshe finned.
Persulfgy MER™ N g /A
;¢Come out into the'igarden,.Gi

N3,
i '.':’:,

our-euldiTwlth a"ladylike.gawn g it 1859 kot in-

‘dogrp> /1 thought-yon sal ag expected
Eanliffe )~~~ o N,
srbapa . he “will. be'bgré-by-and by, ré=
ed~Mr, Hamilton; andfthen he lookgd
1p and saw me, : N g RN
oo o Miss Gsraton I” he ejaculited, asghough!
;bé” coard ;& cély “bglieve his eyes, and Misa
! Dardell into ag’angry little laugh ; but
I took no_notice of her. I determined to
‘speak-ont-boldly-what-I-had-to eay, - -

¢ Mr. Hamilton,” I eaid, quickly, ‘I have
seen Gladys,
“pearance ;- she-certainly--looks. .very.ill.. If.
.you will allow. me, I should like to rémain

n .
(L'

. -

and nurae her.”” ", #

* But you must allow no such thing, Giles,”
interfered his cousin, shaxply, I have al:
.wayd nursed poor.dear Gladys myself, and no

one tnderstands her as { do.” .

¢ Gladys sent for me just now,” I went on,
firmly,’ without taking any notjoe,of  this
epeach, ¢* to beg me to remain with her., She
hae et her heart on my nursing her, and she
reminded me of my promise,” = - .-

¢ What  promise?’ he '‘asked, rather
barshly ; "bot I noticed that he locked die-
turbed and ill at ease, ' -

*Some months ago, just before Gladya
went to Bournemouth, ste asked me to make
ber a promise, that if she were ever ill in this
house I wounld give up my work and come
and nurse her, She was perfectly well thea,
—at least, in her ordinary health,—and 1
saw no harm in giving her the promise, She
claime from me now the fulfilment,”

¢ Very extraordinary,” observed Miss Dar-
rell, in a eneering voice.  *‘Bat then dear
Gladys w as always a little odd and romantie,
You remember 1 warned you some time ago,
Gilezz: that if we were not csreful and firm
¢! Pahaw I” was the impatient answer, and
I continued pleadingly,—

*Gladys seems to me in a weak, nervous
state, and 1 do hot think it would be wise to
thwart her in, this. '~ Sick people must be
humored sometimes. I think you could trust
me to watch over her mosat carefully.”

¢ Giles. I will not answer for the conse-

ences if Miess Garaton nurses Gladys,” in-
terposed Miss Darrell, eagerly. ‘ You have
no idea how she exoites her. They ta'k, and
have mysteriea together, and Gladys is always
more low-spirited wheo she has seen Miss
Garston. You koow I have only dear
Gladys's interest at heart, and in a eerious
nervous illness like this——' Bat he inter-
rupted ber.

** Etta, this is no affair of yours: you can
leave me, if you please, to make arrangements
for my sieter. I am very much obliged to
you, Mlies Garston, for offering to nurse
Gladye, but there was no need of all this ex-
planation ; you might have known, I think,
that I was not likely to refuse.”

He epoke coldly, and his face locked dark
and inflexible, but I could see he wus watch-
ing me, I am sure I perplexed and baffled
him that night: as I thanked him warmly
f%l; his consent, he cbecked me almost irrit-
ably:

¢ Nonsense ! the thanks are on our side, as
we shall reap the benefit of your services.
What shall you do about your other patiente,
may I ask 77

I will tell you,” f{ returned, not a bit
daunted either by his irritability or sternuess,
In my heart 1 koew that he was glad
that I had asked this favor of him. Ob, 1
underastood him too well to be afiaid of his
moods now !

¢I must ssk you to help me,” I went on,
“Will you kindly eend that note to Mrs,
Barton, It is to beg her to fornish me with
all I need,” -

*Thernton ehall take it at once,” he re-
tarned, promptly.

¢Tnank you., Now about my poor people,
Little Jeseie still needs care, and Janet will
be an invalid for some time, I do not wish
them to mies me,” .
Hia face softened ; a half-smile came to his
:lips, **There is only one village nurse,” he
‘gaid, dubiously.
~ ¢True, but.I think I can find an excellent
.substitute. Do you remember my speaking
-to you of a youug nuree at St. Tncmas’s who
was obliged to leave from ill health? Sheis
better now, only not fit for hospital werk.
I am thinking of writing to her, and asking
her to ocoupy my rooms at the coftage for a
week or two until Gladys is better, Change
of air will do Miss Wataon good, and it will
not hurt her to look after Janet and listle
Jessie,”

Mr, Hamilton looked pleated at this sug-
gestion,—*¢an excellent idea,” and, as though
by an after-thought, ‘*a very kind one, I
did not wish to add to your burdens, but
Jan:t Coombe is hardly, out of the wood
yet.

:Miss -Darrell tittered scornfully. As I
glanced. at her, I saw she was dragging her
gold bangles over her arm "until there was a
-red line on the flesh. Her eyes looked dark
and 'glittering, ‘'but she was obliged to.sup-

.prees her snger, © - .

“Jonet Coombe is only a poor servant,
The work is not B0 attractive to Miss Gar-
ston, I shounld think,'’/'she said, in a tone so
suggestive that the blood rushed to my face.
“Women know how to stab sometimes, .. Hap-
pily, Mr. Hamilton’s common sense came.to
my aid, I quieted down :directly at.the first
sound of his voice: .. ., .. .

** What makes you so ungharitable, Etta ?
We all know our village nurse tov well to be-
lieve that insinuation. If (iladys be only
-nursed with half the tenderness that was'
shown to Janet, I shall be quite content to
leave her under Miss Garston’s care.” , Then,,
turning to me, with something of his old cor}:
dial manner, ¢ Well, it is all settled, Is it:
not, that you remain here to-night ?: -Is there
anything else yon wish to say tome?’ - .

Only oné thing,” “I'replied, - quietly.
*“Will you kindly give ordérs that.Gladya's
little  maid,  Ohatty, .waits,npon . the' sick-
room ? : Leah. seems; to have taken that'dffice
apon hernelf lately,:and Gladyns has a great:
dislike toher,”. . | v a2 g

¢ Really, this - passes:. everythiog I”. .ex-
angrily,. ;% What:-has

: ) ah done, to be’set aside in this
N i : R R I A
way L rey e
- 3he i ok pipld, 1 akie not) Bhtar” 1 -
s Ye’;but'qe.“ "‘ ”~ “,;.. :} it Yo

vt And/,Chatty, always wits
"It in'certainly not: Leah's businesa
‘the'tdrret-reom.” '/ i

"eame:'down-stairs ‘with & tray of. linen,: ‘1.
r'v_va.dt;.’_g /#peak to you a moment, - :Misui Gars!
ton’-haa undertaken to nurse'my sister):and
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well,..air,” s réplied the T
Yeivilly ;: butbe’' did not see:the,look,
me, Ihad made an enemy of Leahf
mbment :(iiéithéF kheanor henumistre
ever forgive me that'alight,” -

:dootor and; magter,of - the house, 'and then we"
-atidnld have no¥hing,to featfrom Misk DArell,
"And when "o thisahs 166 :}1’: :g,g" 'oli}g*
willisgly, e
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I am quite shocked at her ap- | T
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| ropes;tonr
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BIvé me,” cbierved Miss Darrsrr.
‘conssaled tomper, 1 may orel With il
om TAther tired of this, Gyl¢ An
: OQV.,C;.Q;L'.N:‘. and o oould. heat'fhe; d
ing 'in ,tbe';ltuq passage ;20m-
keoperis xoom,
gy, earid S il e
: 8 18 Ththeiorrs s 00y
Gladys, prefers yol:i- ekuipat vug”
uelv‘es,_%uhe;ia'ujli;‘}]p too fusay to i

kind-besrteg

d hear whiaper.
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o§in*na Wlvoriteiwiths b.e s
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Tatustion.for hip-conyip, .\ blind in.
de_é‘i‘;g:e%& :yhet: B th“}"u do not .
'“'J‘“t now.: . Etta wog not quite

h .' 9: { That is wh
oldedvr - 1 will bave ng interf)::rle;ggl::i:ﬁ
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e Bick-room: i

m‘ei (‘,’i‘g to 0o oneygl:e_‘gm have to acoount to

=zl.d1d not venture ise

80 afraid they mightto ;.T;en':;y eyes,
repent /my” troak 3 such a ma

could wait.cheerfully.for years, u n'l

‘o break down the barrier bety on e chose

I bade himgood:night, afte ;En e,

ried back to Gladys: [ ’had T this, and hur.

‘waé following mo. . g 1 clom:l iden that he

gai‘d,vi'h quite s gay tone,— ted the door, I

% Well; 'davling, ' .
brother way 'you%-': l}a ‘:hmzldtmd yon your
proved the truth of ‘my w ﬂd s and he has
could trust him. o e :r a.k I knew we
door interrupted me. I fejt :“hnock o he
when be entered, for I knew ) ot hofased
overbeard ; but he taok o " t?'nm have been
atra.l}g{ht ap to Gla dys, '°, ice, and went

*“Yon see, it j &8 Von wi »
said, pleasantly, ::db%dni:'y g Wished,” he
stalled” herself here as your p " pass .
mind easier now, yon foolish éhl;f;"rv, Is your

Oh, yes, Giles, and 1 am 80 much ob]j
to you ; it is a0 good of you to allow i o iged

‘““ Humph | I don't sce. the oodnw .
but never mind that now : yogu m much ;
me to doall Mies ) ust promise

Miae Garston tells you, ang
well 88 s00n a3 youoan, Make up yeus 82
my ‘desr, that yon will try and‘;v ommind,
these nervons fancies.” . vercome all

* Yes, Giles,” very faintly,

“You have let yourself get rather to
and g0 it will be hard work to pail a : in
but we mean to do it between us ph A line
Garaton?” » ob, Mise
belble‘;lt:r!."m that I hoped Gladys would ggon
" "*Oh, yes, but Remo was p- it §
day,” patting ber haud: *¢ v:anv:'znlin-,ll t]il:zln
time. aud patience, that is all.” Aud' i:e wa:
Lit;lv;ggh ’tz:e rocm, when her languid voice re-

“I mesn to be good, and giv i
trouble as possible,—gand——and—-gl sizo:gl;lltiil:
yoix to kiss me,kGilca."

88w a dutky flush come to his f
stcoped and kiz);ed bBer, I knew lft‘l ::aistgg
firat timie that sho had ever voluntarily kissed
him since Eric’s loss, )

‘“Good-night, my deas,” he smid
gently ; but he did not lovk
the room. i

I put Gladys to bed after this, with Chatty's
help, She was very faint and exhausted, and
1 sat dowa in the moenlight to watch her,
My thoughta were busy enough. There would
be little sleep for me thst night, I knew. It
waas 20 strange for me to be under that roof —
so atrange and o sweet that I should be sere-
ing him and his; and then I thought of Uncle
Max, aud how troubled he would be to hear
ot Gladys’s illness, and [ determined to write
to him the next day.

I wae rather startled later on, when most
of the househcld haA retired to rest, 1o hear
a gentle tap st the door.

Of course it was Mr. Hamilton, and I went
into the passage, half closing the door behind
me, .

‘s she asleep?’ he atked, anxionsly, as
he noticed this action,

*“No, not atleep, but quite drowsy, I
have given her the draught as you wished,
but it ia singular how she objects to it. She
says 1t only confuses her head, and gives her
pightmare.”

* We must quiet her by some mecans, he
returned ; and [ saw by the light of the lamp
he carried that his face looked rather gravo,
“Perhaps you did not know that Etta and £
were up with her last night, She was ina
condition that bordered on delirium.”

“No; I certainly did not krow that.”

¢ She may be better to-night,” be returned,
quickly : **her mind is more at rest. Poor
child I I cannot understand what has brought
on tlﬁu lt;te of disordered nerves.”

“NorL"

s¢1t is very snd altogether. Itisa great
relief to me to know you are with her, 1
must have had a professionnl nurse, for
Etta’s fussiness was driving her crezy. Now,
Miss Garston,” in a businese-like tore, **1
want 10 know how they Eave provided for
your comfort. Where do you sleep to-
night " '

li could not suppress a emile, for I knew
that there had been no provisien made for
my accommodation: the whole heusehold
had metsphorically washed their hands of

1 was

? Ifelt I

low,

vay
at me ag ,he left

me. o
¢« [ shall rest very well on the couch,” I

returned, unwilling to disturb him.

¢ Good heaveiis'!” ‘he exclaimed, looking
excessively displeaged.. ' ** Do you mean that
Lady. Betty’s room has not been got ready for
you?, I.told .Leah 'myself, as Chatty was in
the pick-room;, and she certainly-understood
.me, » This shall -be looked into to-morrow.
Laah will find' I am not to be disobeyed with
impunity; ~-'I -thought Lady. Betty’s room
would .do 86 well ior you, a3 there is a door
 of communication, and if you left it open you
‘could bear Gladys, in a moment,”
.. ¢ Never mind to-night,” I 1eturned, cheer-
fully. ., **I am quite fresh, and shall not need
much sleep. | ?% ‘doubt the room will be
ready for me to.porrow.”. .
I s¢ Well, - I suppose’ it ,is too late to disturb
tnem now ;\:but I.feel very much ashamed of
‘our inhospitality.”. Then, in rather an em-
barrassed ‘voloe, #*I am afraid I must have
‘seemed  rathet’ ‘ungracious. in' my manper
down-stijes; But I am:really: very grateful to
gomh o RS ’
y This was oo Tauch for me, ¢ Please don ;
talk of being gratetnl to me, Mr. Hamilton,
I returned,..rather too jmpulsively, ‘Yot
‘do’ not know : how. glad;I,am to do anything
for you-<all; - The. word , ““all”. was adde
ag thotgh by hnafter-thought, and came i &
little-awkwardly,! & e e
" .There was s, sudden-gleam:in Mr, Hamil-
ton’s éyed; héibeined -aboant: ,@o_spa'lk-i-'~}';'
petrigns ‘spord (fere’ on ‘hia tongue; e he
cheoked, Eimmeltis s " i " i
LLu ’.lhank;ypu,r.},.G:'oot_i-nlgh,t,'Nu.rs,a Ursila,
he sald,verykindly, and I went biok to

| Gladyn,. feeling. happier thazi I had felt'sinve
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