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CHAPTER I.

1.§ire, a fresh despatch.”

« Whence?"

-« From Tomsk.”

«Jy the wire cut beyond that city ?°

aYus, sire, since yesterday.”

« Telegraph hourly to Tomsk, General,-an_g
et me be kept du courant of all that ocours.

<« Bire, it shall be done,” answered Generel
Kissoff.

These words were exchanged about: two
hours after midnight, at the moment ‘when
the fete givenatthe New Palace was at the

i of its splendour.
he%:}ll:ing thepwhole evening the bands of the

Preobrajensky and Pa;x;lowsky regiments had
played without cessation poikas, mazurkas,
schottisches, and waltzes from ameng the
choicest of their repertories. Innumersble
couples of dancers whirled through the mag-
nificent saloons of the palace, which stoed at
afew paces only from the vold houseof stoges”
—in former days the scene of so many terrible
dramas, and the cchoes of whose v\_'ulls-were
this night awakened Dy the gay strains of the
musicians.

The gmnd-chnmherluin of the court was; be-
sides, well secended in his arduous and de-
licate duties. The grand-dukes snd their
gides-de-camp, the chamberlains-in-walting
and other oficers of the palace, presided pes-

sopally in the arrsngement of the dances.
The grand-duchesses, covered with dlamo.ufls.
the lndies-in-weiting in their most exquisite
costumes, set the example to the wives of the
military and civil dignitaries of the ancient
« city of white stone.” - When, therelors, the
sigpal for the *polonaise " resounded through
the saloons, and the guests of all ranks tovk
part in that measured prowmenade, which con
occasions of this kind bias all the himportance
of o national dance, the mingled costumes,
the sweeping robes adorned with lace, and
uniforms covered with orders, presented a
scene of dazzling and indescribable splendor,
lighted by hundreds of lusters multiplied tea-
fold by reflection in the numerous mirrors
adorning the walls. The grand saloon, the
finest of all those contained in the New Pulace,
formed tothis procession of exalted personages
and splendidlv-drcsscd women a frane worthy
of the magnificence they displayed. The rich
ceiling, with its glidiag already softened by
the touch of time, appearad as if glittering
with stars. ‘The embroidered drapery of the
curtains and doors, falling in gorgeous folds,
assumed rich and varied bues, broken by the
shadowe of the heavy wmasses of damask.

Through the panes of thy vast semi-circular
lay-windows the light with which the
salocns were fillel shone forth with the
brilliancy of a coufiagration, vividly illumin-
ating the gloom in which for some hours the
palace had been shronded. The attention of
those of the guests not taking part in the
dancing was attracted by the contrast.  Rest-
ing in the recesses of the windows. they could
diseern; standing out dimly in the durkness,
the vague outlines of the .countless towers,
domes, and spires which adorn the ancient
city. +Below the sculptured balconies were
visible numerous scntrics pacing silently
up and down, their riflus carried horizontally
on the rhoulder, and the spikes of their
Thelmete glittering like flawes in the glare of
light issuing from the palace. The steps,
aleo, .of rthe patrol could le heard beating
time on the stones beneath with even more
regulurity the feet of Zlie dancers one
the floor of the saloon. Fiom time to time
the watckword was passed.from post to post
and occasionally the notes of a trumpet,
‘mingling with the strain -e the orchestra,
penetrated inlo their midsl. Still further
dowa ju -ront of the facades dork masses ob-
scured the rays of lizht whid proceeded from
the windoavs of the New Palace. These were
poats descending the course @l a river whose
watens, fuintly illumined by the twinkling
light of arfew lamps, washed dae lower por-
tion 6f the teriaces.

The principal personage whohics been men-
tioned, thegiver of the fe, and to whom
Generzl Kissofl has been spealing,in that
tone of respect with which sovureigns alone
are usually addreessed, wore the simple uniform
of an ofiicer of Chasseurs of the Guard. This
was not affectation on his part, but:the custom
of & man wheo-cared little for dress; his con-
trasting strongly with the gorgeous costumes
amid which Le moved, encircled by his escort
of Georgiang, Cossacks, and Circassians—a
brilliant band, splendidly clad in the glittering
uniforms of the:Caucasus.

This persvnage of lofty stature, affzble de-
meanor, and physiognomy calm, theugh: bear~
ing trnces of aoxiety, moved from group to
group, seldom apeaking, and appearingds pay
but little attention either to the merriment of
theyounger guests.or the graver remaxks of
the cxalted dignitaries or members of ithe
diplomatic corps who represented at.lhe
TRussian Court the principal Governments of
Europe. Two or thsee of these astute poli-
ticinns—pbysiognoniists by virtue of their pro-
fession—failed not to.detect on the countuer-
ance of their host symptows of disguictude, the
.source of which eluded-tiaeir penetration ; but

qone ventured to interrogate him on the sub-:
;| —that nothing territtied or discourrged them

fect.

1t was evidently the dimention of the officer
©of chasseurs that his owa anxieties ahould in
no way sast a shade over the fustivities; and,
as he was one of thase few personages whom

slmost the population of s sorld in itself was
to obey, the gaiety of the &all was not for a
momeni checked.  Newvertheless, General
Kigsefl waited until the oificer to whom he
had jast commuaicated the dispatch for-
warded trom Tomsk sbould gice him perm‘s-
sion to withdraw ; but the latter still remained
silent. He had taken the telegram, he bad
read it cmefully, and his visage became even
more clouded than before, Involuntarily he
sought the hilt of his sword, and then passed
his hand for an instant before his eyes, as,
though, dezzled by the brillinney of the light,
he wished to shade them, the betterto seeinto
the recesses of his own mind.

« We are, then,” he continued, after having
drawn General Kissofiaside toward a window,
«t gince yesterday without intelligence from the
Grand Duke?”

« Without any, sire; and it is to be (eared
that shortly despatches will no longer crosa
the Siberian frontier.”

« But have not the troops of the provinces
of Amoor and Irkutsk, as those aiso of the
Tiane-Balken territery, received orders to
march immediately upon Irkutsk?’

4 The orders were transmitted by the last

telegram we were able to send beyond Lake
Baikal” _

4 And the governments of Yeneseisk, Omask
Semi-polatinek, and Tobolsk—are we still in
direct communication with them as before the
insurrection?”’ .

& Yes, sire; our dispatches have reached
them,and we ave assured at the present mo-

ment ihat the Tartars bave not advanced be-

and the Ictisk and the Obi.”

«The tialtor, - Ivan Ogareff, are there no
tidings of him ?” -
" aNone,” replied General Kissoff. «The
head of the police cannot state whether or not
he has crossed the frontier.” . )

enburg, Kasimov, Tioumen, ‘Ishino, \o_m_sg;,,
Elunsk, Kabyvan, Tomek, and to all the tele-

yet open.” . .
« Your Majesty’s ordersshall be instantly

carried out,” replied General Kissoff.

« You will observe the strictest silence as to
this.”

The General, having made n sign of respect-
ful assent, bowing low, mingled for a short
time with the crowd, and finally left the
apartments without bis departure being re-
marked.

The officer remained absorbed in thought
for a few minutes, when, recovering himself,
Lie went among the various groups formed in
different parts of the saloon, his countenance
resuming that calm aspect which had for an
instant been disturbed.

Neverthelss, the important occurrence
which had occasioned tkese rapidly - ex-
changed words was not so unknown as’ the
officer of Chasseurs of the Gunrd and General
Kissoft had possibly supposed. It was net
spoken of officinlly, it is true, nor even offi-
ciously, since tongues were not free; buta few
exalted personages had been informed, more
or less exactly, of the events which bad taken
place beyond the frontier. At any rate, that
which was not shightly known, that-which
was not matter of conversation even betwecn
members of the corps diplommtiqee, two
guests, distinguished by npo uniform, no de-
corution, at this reception in the New Palace,
discussed in a low voice, with apparently very
correct information.

By whbat menns, by the exercisc-of what
acuteness had these two ordinary meztals as-
certained that which so many persors of the
highest rank and importance -scarcely
cven suspected? It is impossible to say.
Had they the gifts of foreknowledge.and fore-
»ight? Did they possess a supplementary
sense, which enabled them to see beyond that
limited horizon which bounds all human
gaze ? Had they obtained a peculiar power
of divining the most secret events? Was it
owing to the habits now become a sceoand
urture, of living on information and by in-
formation, that their mental constitution had
thus become ceally transfermed ?

Of these two ordinary men the ont¢ was
Eoglish, theother French ; both weretall and
thin, but the latter was stllow, as are the
southern Provencals, while the former was
ruddy like a Lancashire gentleman., The
Anglo-Norman, forral, cold, grave, parsimo-
nious of gestures and words, appearing only
to spuak or gesticulate under the infinence of
a spring operating at regular intersals.  The
Gaul, on the contrary, lively and petulant, ex-
pressed himself with life, eyes. hands, all at
once, having twenty different ways of explain-
ing his thoughts, whereas his {mterlocutor
seemed to have ouly one, immutabiy stereo-
typed on his brain.

The strong contrast they presented would
at once have struck the most supuriicial ob-
server ; but a physiognomist, regaeding them

-more closely, would have deflined their par-

ticular characteristics by saying that if the

Frenchman was “all eyes” the Englishman

«vas “all ears.”

In fact, the visual apparatus of the orehad
been singularly perfected by practice. The
sensibility of its retina must have been as in-
stantaneous as that of those conjurors who
vecognize » card merely by arapid movement
ir. cutting the pack, or Ly the arrangement
only of marks invisible to others, The'French-
wman, indeed, possersed in the highest degree
what may be called « the memory of the eye.”
TThe Englishman, on the contrary, arpeared
especinlly organized to listen and to hear.
When his aural apparatus bad beer once
st:ck by the sound of a voice he could not
forget it, and after ten, or ever twenty years
he arould have recognized it among a thon-
sand. Mis cars, to be sure, bad not the
powcr of moving as freely as those of apimals
whe are provided with large auditory 3aps;
but, -since scientific men know thatskzwuan
ears possesg, in fact, a very limited power of
movecient, we should nut be far wrong in
affirming th.t those of the said Englishman
becawze ercct, and turned in all directions
while.eadeavoring to mather in ke soundy, in
amanacze only apparent to the natdralisl, It
must be observed that this perfection of aight
and bearing wans of wonderful assistance to
thege rwo men in their vocation, for«the
Inglishmen acted ar correspondert for-the
Daily Teloraph, and the Frenchman as. csc-
respontdent of the * * * *, of what newspaper
or of svhat newspapers, he did not ray; and
when aske2, he replied in o jocular mannce
that he -corresponded with «his cousin
Mudeleine” - This Frenchman, howewer, be.
neath his.coreless surfuce, was wonderfully
shrewd and.ssgacious. Lven while rpeaking
st random, perhaps the bLetter to hide his de-
&ire to learn,.fie never forgot himself. Hig
loquacity .oven helped him to conceal his
thoughts, andiixe was, perhaps, even more dis-
oeet than his genfrere of the Naily Telegraph'
Both were present at this fele given at the-
New Palace on the 15th of Julyin their ehar-
acter of reportery, .and for the greater edificn.’
tion of their readess.

were devoted totheir mission in the world—
the track of the most unexpacted intelligence

from succeeding~that they possersed the im-
wpertarbable sang froil.and the gennine intre-
pidity of men of their calling.  Enthusiastic
gyackeys in this steeplechase, this hunt after
information, they leaped hedges, crossed
vivers, sprang over fences, with thoe ardor of
pure-blooded racers, who will run wa good
€ret” or diel

Their journals did notregtrict them with re-
gatd to money—the surest, the most rupid,
the most perfect element of information
knowa to this day. Tt must also be added, to
their hionor, that neither the ose nor the other
ever fooked over or listened at the walls of
private life, and that they only exercired their
vocation when politicnl or rocial interests
were at stake. ln a word, they made what
has beea for some years called #the great
political and military reports.”

It will be seen, in following thent, that they
had generally an independent mode of view-
inz events, and, above all, their consequences,
cach having his own way of observing and
appreciating. The ohject to be obtained beine
of adequate value, they never faiied to expend
the meney required.

The French correrpondent was pamed
Alcide Jolivet. Harry Blount was the name
ot the Englichman. They had just met for
the first time at this frte in the New Palace,
of which they had been ordered to give an uc-
count in their papers. The dissimilarity of
their characters, ndded to s certain amonnt
of jealousy, which generally exirts between
1ivals in the same calling might have ren-
dered them but little Rympathetic. However,
they did net avoid ope another, but endea-
voured rather to exchange with each other
the news of the day. They were two aports-
men, after all, hunting oo the same grounds,
in the sumo preserve. That which one

- ... )outj-they felt, in fact, that there was some-
u Let a description of him' be immediately ; ’ ‘
dispatched to Nijoi, Novgorod, Perm; EKater-

raph stations with which communication'is | A re lec
g ) '1 to chat together during the ball, a few minutes.

.ante-chamber uadjoicing.

It is needless -{o.sny that these two men’

that they delighted -to throw themselves iu.

misged migkt ") advantageously _tecured,
by “the other, aud' it wag to. their"interest
¢to meet and converse together. = . -« 17
This-evening they were both onthe looks

“thing in - the air. . s
“-«Even should it be only a  wild goose
chase,” said Alcide Jolivet to himself, it
‘mny be worth powder and shot.” .~
The two correspondents were . therefore led

after the departure of Genera! Kissoff; and’
they began by cautiously sounding each other.
* # Really, my dear sir, this little f2teis charm-
ing!" said Alcide Jolivet pleasantly, thinkiog
himself obliged to begin the conversation with
this eminently French phrase.

#I have telegraphed already, ¢ splendid? ”
replied Harry Blount calmly, employing the
word specially devoted to expressing admira-
tion by all subjects of the United Kingdom.

« Nevertheless,” added Alcide Jolivet, 41 felt
compelled to remark to my cougin—"

« Your cousin ?" repeated Harry Blount, ina
tone of surprise, interrupting his brother of the
pen. :

4 Yes,” returned Alice Jolivet, “ my cousin
Madeleine It is with her I correspond
and sho likes to be quickly and well informed
does my cousin I therefore remarked
to her that, during this ‘/ete, n sort of cloud
had appeared to overshadow the sovereign's
brow.”

«To me it seemed radiant,” replied Harry
Blount, who perbaps wished to conceal his
real opinion on this topic.

« And naturally you made it ¢radiant’ in
in the columns of the Daily Telegraph.

« Exactly.”

«Do you remember, Mr. DBlount, wkat
occured at Znkret in 1812 7"

u ] remember it as well as if I bhad ‘been
there, sir,” replied the English correspondert.
«Then,” continued Alcide Jolivet, *you
know that, in the middle of the fete given: in
his honor,it was announced to the Emperor
Alexander that Napoleon had just crossed the
Niemen with the vanguard of the French
army. Nevertheless the Emperor did not
feave the fete, and notwithstanding the gravity
of the intelligence, which might cost his
empire, he did not allow himself to show
more uneasiness ! ?

« Than our host exhibited when Genaral
Kissoft informed him that the telegraphic
wires had just been cut between the frontier
and the government of Irkutsk.

#0Oh? youare awaie of that?”

“]aml”

« As regards myself, it would be difficuit to
avoid knowing it, since my last telegram
reached Udinsk,” observed Alcide Jolivet,
with some satisfaction.

<+ And mine only as far as Kaosooiarsk,”
answered Hurry Blount, ina ro less satisfied
tone.

«Then you know also that orders bave
been sent to the troops of Nikolaevsk 7

I do, #ir: and at the sametitne & telegram
was sent to the ('orsacks of the government of
Tobolsk to concentrate their forces?”

u Notking can be more true, ¥r. Blount;
I was equally well acquainted with the mca-
sures, and yvou may be sure that my desr
cousin shall know something .of them -to-
morrow.”

« Exactly as the readers of the Beaily Trles
graph shall know it also, M. Jolivet.”

u Well, when one sees &l that i geing-cn
« And-when one hears all that is'being said
“An intercsting eamprige to fellow, Mr.
Blount.”

« T shalt follow it; M. Jolixet.”

«When it is possiblethat we shaliind owur-
selves on ground less safe, perhaps, than the
floor of this baliroom ™

# Liess safe, certainly, but—"

« But much less slippery,” added Alcide
Jolivet, holding up his companion, juet as the
latter, drawing back, was abeut to :lose his
equilibrinm.

Thereupon the correspondents separated,
pleared enotigh to know that the onethad not |
stolen a march on the other.

At that moment the deors of the rooms ad-
joining the geeatreception saloon were thrown
open, discloring to view several 1mmense
tables beautifully laid out, wad greaning
under a profision of valuable chims and gold
plate.  On the central table, reserved for the
princes, princesses, and menmibers of the corps
diplomatique, glitrered an epergane of inertim-
able price, brought from London and around
this chef-a:usre, of chaxed gold were re-
flected, under the light of the lusters, a thou-
and pieces of the most benutiful service
which the manufactories of Sevres had ewer
produced.

The guests of the New Palace immediately
begar to strenm toward the supper-rooms.

At that moment General Kissoff, who had
just re-ontered, quickly approached the oftices
of chasseurs.

u Well 77 asked the latter abruptly, as Le
had doue the former time.

« Telegrams pass Tomsk no longer, sire.”

- A courier this moment!”

The ofticer left the hall and entered & large-

It was a cabinet with plain oak furniture,
.end situated in an angle of the New Palece.
Several pictures, among otbers some by
‘Hlornce Vernet, hung.on the wall,

“The officer hartily .cpened a window, as if
ke felt the want of air, and stepped out o 2
balcony to breathe the pure atmosphere of a
lovely July night.

tileneath his eyes, bathad in moonlight, luy
a dertified inclosure, from which rose two
catbedrals, three palaces, and an arsenal
Arouad this inclosure could be seen the dis-
tinot towns : Kitai-Gored, Belvi-Gorod, Zem-,
linnai-Gorod, liuropean, Tartar or Chinese
quartezs of great extent, commanded by
towers, belfreys, minurets, and the cupolas of
three hendred churches, with green domes,
swrmonuted by the silver ovess. A little
winding viver here and theur reflected tho
rayg of the moon.  All this tazether formed
a curious acosaic of variously ceolored houses
set in an immense frame of ten Yeagues in cir-
cumference.

This river was the Moskowa; the town
Mcscow, the €ortified inclosure the Kremlin,
and the ofliesr of Chassenrs of the Guard, who,
witlh: folded anmsand thoughtful brow, was
listening dreamily to the sounds floating from
the New Palace over the the old Mussovite
city, was the Czar.

——

CHAPTER IL

Tur Czar had net o suddenly left the ball-
room of the New Palance, when the fete he
was giving to the civil and military autbori-
ties and principal people of Mascow was at
the height of its brillisncy, without ample
cause; for he had just received information
that serious events were takiog place beyond
the frontiers of the Ural. It had become evid-
ent that n formidable rebellion threatened to
wrest the Siberinn provinces from the Russinn
crown.

Asiatic Russia, or Siberia, covera n saper-
ficial aren of 1,790,208 square miles, and con-
taing nearly two milliona of inhabitants,
Extending from the Ural mountains, which
separate it from Ruseia in Europe, to the
shores of the Pacific. Ocenn, it is bounded on
the south by Turkestan and the Chiness Em-

| ¥inces; ,those of Tobolsk; Yaniselsk, Irkutsk,

)

the Sed 6f . Behting

divided ‘irito” sgveral” govern

.Omsk,” and Yakutsk’; centaing:two: districts;
‘Okhotsk; . and  Kamechatka ;- and possesses

‘1 two countries; now under-the Muscovite do-

.minjon—that of the Kirghiz and, that of the'
Tshowktshes. -This immense extent 'of step-
andten degrees from west, to east, is aland to
‘politicnl offenders aré banished. "~

" Two governor-generalg represent the su-
preme avthority of the Czar over this vast
country. Ona resided at Irkutsk,the capital/
of Western Siberia. TheRiver Ychouna, a
tributary of the Yenisei, separates the two
Siberias. : N '

No rail yet furrows these wide plains, some
ot which are in reality extremely fertile. No
iron ways lend from these precious mines
which make the Siberfan soil far richer below
than above its surface. The traveler jour-
neys in Summer in & kibick or telga; in Win-
ter in a sledge. ) .

An electric telegraph, with a single wire
more than eight thousand versts* in length,
slone affords communication between the
western and eastern frontiers' of Siberia. On
issuing from the Ural, it passes through Ekat-
erenburg. XKasinov, Tionmen, Ishim, Omsk,
#lamsk, Kalyvan, Tomsk, Krasnoiursk, Nijni-
Udinsk, Irkutsk, Verkne-Nert-ckink, Strelink,
Albazine, Elagowstenks, Badde, Orlomskaya,
Alexandrewskoe, and Nikolaewsk ; and six
roublest and ninsteen copecks are paid for
every word sent from -one end to the other.
From Irkutsk there is a branch to Kiatka, on
the Mongolian frontier; and from thence, for
thirty copecks a word, the post conveys the
dispatches to Pekin in a fortnight.

Tt was the wire, .extending from Ekateren-
burg to Nikolaevsk, which had been cut, first
beyond Tomsk, and then between Tomsk and
Kalywan.

This was the reason why the Czar, to the
communpication made to him for the recond
time by Genersl ‘Kissof}, had only answered by
the words, “ A courier this moment V"

The Czar had remained motionless at the
window for & ‘few moments, when the door
was again -opened. The chief of police ap-
pearcd on the threshold.

«.Enter, ‘General;” snid the Czar, briefly,
t and tell me all you know of Ivan Ogareft.”

« Heis an extremely dangerous man, sire,”
replied the chief of police.

« fTe ranked as Coloncl, did he not "

“.Yes, sire”

« Was he an intelligent ofticer 7"

«Very intelligent; but o man whose spirit
it was impossible to subdue, and possessing an
ambition which stopped at nothing. He soon
became involved in secret intrigues. and it
was then that he was degraded from his rank,
Ly Lis Highxzess the Grand Duke, and exiled
to Siberia.

« How long age was that 7

¢ Two years since. Pardoned after six
months of - exile by your Majesty’s favor, he
returned to Russia.”

« And-since that time has he not revisited
Siberia?”

#Yes, sire; but be voluntarily returned
there,” replied the chief-of police, addicg, and
slightly lowering his woice. “ There was a
time, sire, when none returned from Siberia.”

« Well,-while I live, Siberin is and shall Le
a country whence man can return.”

The Czar fiad the right to utter these words
with some pride, for often, by his clemeney,
he had shown that Russizo justice knew how
to pardon.

The bead sf the police did not reply to this
observation, but it was evideut that he did
not approve <f such half measures, Accord-
ing to his idea a man who had once passed
the Ural Meuntainsin charge of policemen,
ought never again to cross them. Now, it
was not thue under the new reign, and the
chief of police sincerely deplored it, What!
No bapishmezi for life for other crimes thao
those agrinst social order! What! political
exiles returning from Tobelsk, from Yakutuk,
from Ickutok'? In trath;the chief of police,
accustomed to the despotic sentences of the
ukase which formeriy never pardoned, could
not understand this mode ef governing. Bat
he was silent, waiting until the Czar should
“nterrogate hism further.

The questions were not leag in coming.

¢ Did not Ivan Ogareff”.asked the Czar.
«return to Russia a second time, after that
piourney through the Siberian provinces, the
.object of which remains unkrowiz ?”

« He did.”

«And have the police lect 1irace of hie
Sizce?

«No, sire; for an offender onlty becorres
raelly dangerous from the doy he has co-
-eeived his pardoo.”

‘The Czar frowned. Perhaps thie chief of
jpolice feared that he had gone. rat.ker too far,

1 though the stubborness of hizs ideas was 2t

least equal to the boundless devotiion he felt
for-his master. [ut the Czar, disd aining to

i reply to these indizoct reproaches c.1st on his

interior policy, coutinued his series of ques-
tions.

« Where wag IvaweQparefl lastdeard of "

«Ir, the province of Perm.”

«In what town ?”

# AtiPerm jtself.”

4 Wikat was he doiag "

4 ¥fe.appeared unoccupied, and there wus
nothing suspicious in &is conduct®

«Then he was not wuder the saresillaner of
the rooret police?”

« No, sire.”

« When-did he leave Ecrm ?”

¢ About the month of Hlarch.”

IO EOme——T1"

« Where, is unknown.”

¢ And sinve that time, tl:s not kneen wlat
has become -of him 7"

« No, sire; it is not knowa."

i Well then, I myself kuow,” answeyzd the
Czar. I have received aneaymous commu-
nications which did not pass through tte
police department; nnd, indthe fuce of exents
naw taking pleoe beyond the frontier, Lihave
every reasou to:believe thatthey are carssct.”

« Do you meen, sire)” cried the chiof of
police, * that Tvar Ogareff has.x hand indhis
Tartar rebellion?”

«Indeed I do; and I will zow tell wcu
something which you are ignoraat of. After
leaving Perm, Lvan Ogareff crossed the Ural
Mountaing, entercd Siberin, and penetrateé
the Kirghiz steppes, and there .ndeavored, |
not without success, to fomeawt rebellion)
among their nomadic population. He then!
went o far south a5 free Turkostany; there, in
the provinces of Bokhara, Khokiend, und.
Koondooz, he found chiefs willing to pour
their Tartar hordes into 8iberis, and execute
a general rising in Asiatic Russia. The storm
has been silently gathering, but it hagat last
burst like a thunder-clap, ard now nll means
of communication between Eastern and West-

pes; which includés ‘more than ode hundred: '

‘which “tioth criminals’ are transported -and -

- : CL b L
‘donéd an exile, schemes gich; as'thiose of
_Ogareff,could never have been ._,r.eq.iaq.;.,_ : \\ L
A fow moments passed, ’_(}um_:,gwlmiy ‘he
-wassilent;stlien. approaching the. Czar;who,
had thrown himself into,an'ﬁrﬁ;chaft. SN
.+ #Your Majésty,” said,.he, thas of course.
givenorders.that this rébellion may be sup-
ressed ns soon’ as'possible 27, 1n
“ %&," answered the Czar..* The last tél-
gram which was able to reach Niji-Udinsk:
:woulld'set in-motion the troaps in the govern-
ments of Yeniseisk, Irkutsk, Yakutsk, as well
-8 those, in, the provinces of the Amoor and
Lake Baikal. Atthesametime the regiments:
froms Perm and Nijni-Novgorod,and.the Cos-
sacks from the frontisr, are advancing by
forced marches toward the Ural Mountdins ;
but, unfortunately, some wecks must pass be-
fore they can attack the Tartars.” o
« And your Majesty’s brother, his Higkness,
the Grand Duke, is now isolated in the gov-
ernment of Irkutsk, and is no longer in direct
communication with Moscow !”
« That is so.” : o :
# But by the last dispatches he must know
what measures have been tahen by your
Majesty, and what help he may expect from
the governments nearest to that of Irkutsk "
u He Lknows that,” answered the Czar; & but
what he does not know is, that Ivan Ogareff,
as well as being a rebel, is slso playing the
part of a traitor, and that in him he has a per-
sonal and bitter enemy. Itis to the Grand
Duke that Ivan Ogareft owes his first disgrace ;
and what is more serious is, that this man is
notknown to him. Ivan Ogarefl’s plan, there-
fore, i8 to go to Irkutsk, and under ap assumed
name, offer bis services to the Grand Duke.

Tartars have invested Irkatsk, he will betray
the town, and with it my DLrother, whose life
is directly threatened. This is what I have
learned from my secret intelligence; this is
what the Grand Duke does not koow; and
this is what he must know!”

«Well, sire, an intelligent, courageous
courier—"

« I mcmentarily expect one.”

“And it is to be hoped le will be expedi-
tious,” added the Chief of Police, ¢ for allow
me to add, sire, that Siberia is a favorable land
for rebellions.”

«Do you mean to say, General, that the
exiles would make common cause with the
rebels 7 exclaimed the Czar, indignant at the
insinuation.

u Excuse me, your Majesty,” stammered the
the Chief of Police, for that was really the
idea suggestod to him by his uneasy and sus-
picious mind.

#7 believe in their patriotism,” returned the
Czar,

# There are other offenders besides political
in Siberia,” said the Chief of Police.

% The criminals ? Oh, (ieneral, I gave those
up to you! They are the vilest, I grant, of
the human race. They belong to no country.
But the insurrection, or rather the rebellion,
is not to oppose the Emperor; it is raised
ag inst Russia, against the country which the
exiles have not lost all hopes of again sceing
—and which they will see again. No, a Hus-
slan would never unite with a Tartar to
weuken, were it only for an hour, the Musco-
vite power1”

The Cezar was right in trusting the patriot-
ism of those whom his policy kept, for a
time, at a distance. Clemeney, which was
the foundation of his justice, when he could
him=elf direct ‘its effects, modifications he
had adopted with regard to applications for
the formerly terrible ukases, warranted the be
lief that he was not mistaken. But even
without this powerful element of success in
regard to the Tartar rebellion, circnmstances
were nob the less very serious; for it was to
be feared that a large part of the Kirghiz po-
pulation would juin the rebels.

The Kirghiz are divided into three hordes,
the greater, the lesser and the middle, and
vumnber nearly four hundred thousand tents,”
or two million souls. Of the different tribes
rome are independent and others recognize
either the rovereignty of Russia or thatof the
Khans of Khiva, Khokhand, and Bokhara, the
most formidable chiefs of Turkestan. The
middle ‘horde, the richest,. is also the largest,
and #s encampments occupy all the space be-
tween the .rivers Sara Son, Irtish, and upper
Lshiur, Lake Saisang, aad Lake Aksakal. The
greater horde, occupying the countries sitn-
ated to the.east of the middle one, extendr as
far as the.governments of Omsk and Tobolek.
Therefore -if the Kirghiz population should
rise, it-was the rebellion of Asiatic Russia,and
the dirst ‘thing would be the separation of
¥iberin, to the east of the Yenigei,

If it is true' that these Kirghis, mere novices
in the art of svar, are rather nocturnal, thieves
ard plunderers of caravans than regular sol-
dicrs.  4As M.iLeochine says. “a firm front
or asquare of.good jnfantry could repel ten
times rtlre -number of Kirghiz; and a single
-carnon might deséroy a frightful number.”

"Thatmay be; but te do this it is necesrary
for the square of good infantry to reach the
robellious country, and the canmon to leave
the argsnais of the-Russian provinces, perhaps
jttwoor three thomsand wersts distant. Now,
| except by-the direct route from Ekaterenburg
i| to Irizutsk -the often marshy steppes are not

LThen' after gaining his confidence when the

il easily practicable, and some weeks must cer-

| tainly pass before the Bussian troops could be

! in peeition to-subdue the Tartan hordes.
| +Omek is-the centerof that military organ-
| tzation.of \Western Siberia which is intended
he everawe tle Kirghiz population. Here are
the bounds, more than-once infringed by the
betf-suebdued aomads, and there was every
reason 40 -belicve that Omsk was already in
danger. The line of military stations—that
i8 to sy, those :Cossack posts which are ar-
ranged iinechélon fromi®Bmsk toBewipolatinsk
—amast have ‘heen broken in several places.
Naw, it wag 10 'be fepred that the # Grand
Sultzas” who .govern -the Kirghiz districts
womtd .either wwoluntarily accept, or involun-
tarily submitto the dominion of Tartars, Mus-
sulmen like thémselves, .and that to the hate
cansed by tho slavery was not united the hate
due te the artagonism ofthe Greek nnd Mus-
sulmar weligions. Tor some time, indeed,
the Tartars of Turkeston, and principally
those frem the khaoats .of Bolkhara, Khiva,
Khokhand, and Konrdooz, endenvored, by em-
ploying heth farce and perswasion, to subdue
the Kirghiz hordes to the Muscovite do-
minion,

A few words auly with respeet to these Tar-
tars. ‘

The Tartars belong more especinlly to two
distinctraces, the Caucastan and Mongolian.
The Caucasian race shich, as Abel de|
Remusat says, 4 is regarded in Europe as the
type of beauty in oar rpecies, hecruse all the
nations in this purt of the world huve apruug
fram it,” unites under the samie denomination
the Turksand the natives of Persia.

The purely Mongolian race comprises the

1 broad massive forehead.

againgt the Muscovite dominion. The pre.
,sent chief, Feofar Khan followed the tteps of
“his predecessors;.” . :
; ‘The. kbanat. of Bokhara extends from tp,
,porth-to south, between the thirty-sevent;,
:und fotty-first parallels, and from east to weay,
between the sixty-first-and sixty-sixth degrees
of longitude}:thit'is, ovér a space of nearly
ten thousand square leagues. J
5 This, stafe has a population of two milljoy
‘five hundred thousand inhabitants, an arm ¥ of
-8ixty: thousand men, trebled in time of wy,
‘nd thirty thousand horsemen. It jsa ricy
*Gountry, with'various animal, vegetable, and
mineral productions, and has been increggeg
by the accession of the territories of Rojky,
.Aukbi, and Meimaneb, It possesses nineteen
large towns. Bokhara surrounded by e way)
measuring more thaneight English miles, ang
flanked with towers, a glorious city, mads i
lustrious by Aricenuaund other learned mep
of the tenth century, is regarded as the contey
of Mussulman science, and rauks among thy
most celebrated cities of Central Asia. s,.
marcand, which contains the tomb of Tam,.
lane and the famous palace where the i)y,
stone is kept on which each bew khap 13
seat himself on his accession, is defendeq by~-|
very strong citadel. Korschi; with ity triplle
cordon, situated in an oasis, surrvinded by 5
marsh peopled With tortoises and lizards ;s
almost impregnable. Ischardjori is dcfuu:lm.l
by a population of nearly twenty tlousang
souls. In short, EKatta-Kourgan, Nowag
Dijizab, Paikande, Karukoul, Khonzar, e
form a collection of towns of an almost im.
pregnable character.  Protected by its moup.
tains, and isolated by its steppes, the klang
of Bokhara is n most formidable stute: ay
Russia would need a large force to suLdue i

The fierce and ambitious Feofar uow vaV:
erned this corner of Turtary. elyving onhu“,-
other khans—principally those of KLokhay,:
and Koondooz, cruel and rapuciots warriops
all rendy to join an enterprlse so dear to Tar.
tar instinets—aided by the clief who micd g
the hordes of Central Asia, he had placed him.
self at the head of the rebellion of whicl: Tvgy,
Ogarefl was the instigator. This traitor, im.
pelled by insane ambition as much as by hLute.
had ordered the movement £o as tu_intercep
the route to Fiberia. AMad indeed e was, if
hehoped to attick the Muscovite Enmpire,
Acting under his suggestion, the Emir—whicy,
is the title taken by the khans of Bolkhara—
had poured his hordes over the Russian frep.
tier. He invaded the government of Semipo'-
atinsk, and the Cossacks, who were only iy
small force there, bad been oblized to potips
before him. He had advauvced furtier tag
Lake Balklash, gnining over the Kireliz
population in his way.  Pillaginy. ravac
cnrolling those who submitzed, taking pris.
oners those who resisted, he marched fiom o
town to another, followed by those impedi.
mepts of Oriental sovercignity which may te
called his household, his wives and Lis slaves
—all with the cool auducity of a modery
Gbengis-Khan. It was impossible to ascer.
tain where he now was; how far Eis roldjer:
had marched before the news of the rebellion
reached Moscow; or to what part of Siberia
the Russian troops had been forced to retire,
All communication wasinterrupted.  Had ti.
wires between Kalyvan and Tomsk been o
by Tartar scouts, or had the Emir himseliar-
rived in the Yeniselsk provinces? Was all
the lower part of Western Siberia fu a fer-
ment? Had the rebellion already spread to
the eastern regions? No one could say.
The only agent which frars neither cold or
Leat, which can neither be stopped by the
rigors of Winter nor the heat of Summer, and
which flies with the rapidity of lightning—the
electric current—was prevented from traver-
sing the steppes, and it was ne longe: possible
to warn the Grand Duke, shut up in Irkutsk
of the danger threatening him from the treascu
of Ivan Ogareff.

A courier only counld sapply the place of the
interrupted current. It would take this man
some time to traverse the five thousand two
hundred versts between Moscow and Irkutsk.
To pass the ranks of the rebels and invaders
he must display almost superbuman courage
and intelligence. But with a clear head and
a firm heart much can Le done.

4 Shall I be able to find this bead and heart”
thought the Czar,

CHAPTLEL ITL

Tus. door of the imperial cabinel was agaiu
opened, and Gencral Kissoff was announced.

« The courier ' inquired the Czar, cagerly.

« Hu is here, sire,” replied General Kissofi,

« Have you found a fitting man "

« I will answer for him to your Majesty.”

«Has be been in the service of the ) alnee?”

«Yes, sire.!

«Yon know him?”

«Personnlly, and at various times he har.
fulfilled diflicult missions with success.”

t Abrowd "

«In Siberin itself”

“« Where does he comie from 7

«From Omsk, Heisa iberian.

«Has he coolness, intelliger .o 2nd énur-
age?”

% Yes, rire; he has all g qualities neces-
Rary to Bucceed, even Wiere others migat pos-

sibly tail.”

« What is his age 1"

“ Thirty.®

“ 18 he strong and vigorous ?”

“Sire, he can bear cold, hunger, thir st, fat-
igue, to the very last extremitivs.”

“ He must have & frame of iron.”

“Sire he has."”

“ And & heart??

¢ A heart of gold.”

4 His name?”

« Michael Strogoft,”

« Is he ready to set out.”

“He awaits your Majesty’s orders in the
guard-room.”

“Let him come in,” said the Czar.

In & few mioutes Bichael Strogoff, the
courier, entered the imperial library.

The Czar fxed n penetrating look upon him
without nttering a word, while Michuel stood
pertectly motionless.

Michael Strogoff was a tall, vigorous, Lroad-
shouldered deep-chested man. His powerful
head possessed the fine fiutures of tho Cau-
casian race. Hig well konit frame secmed
huilt for the performance of feats of strength.
It would have been a difficult task to move
such & man against his will, for when his feet
were once planted on the ground, it was as if
tl_xey bad tuken root. Ad he doffod his Musco-
vite cap, locks of thick curly Linir foll over hir
When his ordinarily
pale face becawe at all flushed, §t nrose sololy
from & more rapid action of the heart, under
the inflnence of a quicker sirculntion. His
‘eyes of n deep blus lovked with a clenr, frank,
firm gaze. . :

The slightly contracted epebrows indicnted
lofty heroism —« the hero's cool courage,” ac-

Mongols, Manchoux, and Thibetans, -

ern Siveria have been stopped. Moreover,
Tvan Ogareff, thirsting for vengeance, aimg at
the life of my brother.”

The Czar bad become cxcited whilst speak-
ing, and now paced up and down with hur-
ried steps. The chief of police said nothing,
bhut he thought fo himself that, during the
time when the Emperor of Russia never par-

*Tha verst contnins 1165 yards,
{Tho rouble (sllver) I8 worth 33, 24. The

pire; on the north by the Arctic Ocenn, from

The Tartars who now' threatened the Rus-
sian Empire belonged to the Caucasian race,
and occupied Turkestan. This immense
country is divided into different states, gav-

The principal khanats aré tbose of B
Khokliand, Koondoz, &ec. ‘
At thin period, the most important and the
most formidablekhannt was that at Bokhara,
Ruszia had already been several times at war
with its chief, who, for their own Interest, had

ckhara,

copecele (copper) rather more thana furthing,

supported the independence of the Kirghiz

erned by Kbans, and hence ‘called Khanats, |

cording to the definition of the physiologist.
He possossed s fine nose, with large nostrils ;
nnd' a vyell-shuped .motth, with the slightly
projecting lips which denote a geuerous and
voble heart. . S

Michnel Strogoff. had the temperament of
the man of action, who does not Dite his nails
or scratch his head in doubt and indecision.
Sparing of gestures as of words, he always

stood motionless likea soldicr before his supe-

rior; but when he moved, his step showed a
firmness, a. freedom: of movement, which
proved the confidence and vivacity of hismind.




