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ITTLElor n0 objection
wll be raised fromn
any quarter toi the
ahandonient by the
Provincial G ove rn-
ment of the so-called

mînority repre-
sentation sys-
tem as applied
to T or on to.
ilhe principle
ofminority rep-
resentation is

right in itself, but it wvas unfair to apply it to a single con
stîtuency oîily, wvîth the obvions motive of seizing a party
advantage,; and the devîce of giving two votes oni>' to
each elector where three candidates are to be chosen, is
a clunsy and ineffective method of applying the principle
at hest. If it is really desired to give minorities the
opporttînity to miake their influence feit in'proportion to
their iurnbers, that cati bc accomplished by the gronping
of cotistituiencies aîid the introduction of cumulative
votîng. But whatever system is adopted should be geli-
eral throughout the province.

T HE Empire, which has frequently cornplained of tie
injustice inflicted upon Toronto and the Tory party

by minority representation, assails the Government as
bitterly for abolishing the systeni as it ever did for main-
taining it. It is just this spirit of senseless and indis-
criniîiate abuse anîd cavilling at whalever the party ini
power does, or does flot do, that destroys the incentive
to good goverrument. If an admniniýtration knows that it
will be assailed and misrepresented, regardless of its
actions, it will be apt to become heedless of public opinion.
Thle Ontario c;overîiment deserve credît for acknowledg-
ing the failtire of their 1'experiment"» and abandoning it,
especially as the strength and scrvility of their following
enables thein to deepise Opposition criticism.

A ME ASURE of tardy justice is also promised t

Legîsiature to at lcast four Members, which will be stili
feiver than we are fairly entitled to. If the right hand
of Premier Mowat has isot Iost its cunning he will prob-
ably manage in rc-arranging the metropolitan constituen-
cies to provide a tolerably safe scat for Mr. joseph Tait,
ivho would otherwise be throivn out by the rereal of the
minority representation provision. The absence of Mr.
T'ait wvould deprive the Legisiature of one of its strongest
individualîties, and the Grit party of a redoubtable
oratorical champion.

IR OLIVER MOWAT has plainly
intimated that he will flot support
a prohibitory measure for the

e' tangible reason that the Provin-
cial Governînent has no power to,
pass a bill of that nature. He
may be right-it would probably
take a judgment of the Privy
Counecil to decide thatquestion-
but it is curious to, note how
anxious both Governments are to
disclaim authority when the tem-

perance question corru s toi the front. Premier Mowat's pre-


